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C R Patil chairs Consultative
Committee meeting on Jal Jeevan Mission

New Delhi, Focus News: A meeting of the Consultative Committee of the
Ministry of Jal Shakti was held on 24th March 2026 under the chairpersonship
of Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. Patil, at his residence. The Minister
of State for Jal Shakti, Shri V. Somanna and Shri Raj Bhushan Choudhary also
attended the meeting. The meeting included a detailed presentation (PPT) on
the progress, impact, and future roadmap of the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM).
During the meeting, members were apprised of the significant achievements
of the Jal Jeevan Mission in ensuring drinking water security in rural India.
Access to safe drinking water has contributed to reducing water-borne diseases
such as diarrhoea, cholera, and typhoid, while also improving child health,
nutrition, and school attendance. It was also apprised that the Union Cabinet
has approved the extension of Jal Jeevan Mission till December 2028, with
an enhanced outlay of X 8.69 lakh crore. The restructured JJM 2.0 aims to
move beyond infrastructure towards sustainable, reliable, and quality service
delivery. Some important Key reform areas highlighted during the
meeting include: Establishing Digital Data Governance in Rural Drinking
Water Supply Systems: Development of a national digital public infrastructure
— “Sujalam Bharat”

Utility based approach for drinking water service delivery

Strengthening community-led governance through Gram Panchayats
Institutionalisation of water quality monitoring and citizen engagement
Ensuring financial sustainability and O&M systems

Strengthening technical capacity at district level through District Technical
Units (DTUs) as continuous support

Source Sustainability and Water Security Framework

Shift from event-based mobilisation to structured participatory governance
through ‘Jan Bhagidari’

Capacity Building Framework for continuous service improvement

The Ministry has initiated the process of signing Memorandum of
Understanding (MoUs) with States/UTs, with 11 States already on board.
States have also been requested to submit financial proposals for
implementation of JJM 2.0.

Key Highlights:

The Mission has shifted focus from infrastructure creation to service delivery,
ensuring a minimum of 55 litres per capita per day (LPCD) of potable water
supply.

Coverage has been expanded from habitation-based to household-level access,
ensuring tap water connections to every rural household.

As of March 2026, 15.82 crore (82%) rural households have been provided
with Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTCs), compared to 3.23 crore
(17%) in 2019, reflecting nearly a five-fold increase.

Over 28 lakh km of pipelines and millions of assets have been digitally
mapped and geo-tagged, strengthening transparency and monitoring.

Jan Bhagidari and Communication Strategy: Community participation is
being strengthened through initiatives such as “Jal Arpan,” “Jal Utsav,” and
“Jal Sankalp.” Awareness campaigns are being carried out through school
curricula, community radio, and digital platforms to ensure greater public
engagement and ownership.

Members of the Consultative Committee shared valuable suggestions during
the meeting, which shall be duly considered by the Ministry. The Union
Minister called for collective efforts from all stakeholders to achieve the goal
of “Har Ghar Jal” in a time-bound and sustainable manner.

Cabinet approves Continuation of the Immigration, Visa,
Foreigners Registration & Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme

New Delhi, Focus News: The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has approved the continuation of the Immigration, Visa,
Foreigners Registration & Tracking (IVFRT) Scheme beyond 31 March, 2026
for a period of five year from 01 April, 2026 to 31 March, 2031 with budget
outlay of Rs.1800 crore. The, IVFRT platform seeks to interlink and optimize
functions related to immigration, visa issuance and registration of foreigners
in India. The core objective of the IVFRT is to modernize and upgrade
immigration and visa services within a secure and integrated service delivery
framework. It aims to facilitate legitimate travellers while strengthening
national security. This project was approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs on 13.05.2010 with a budget outlay of Rs.1011 crore and
with project duration till September, 2014. The budget outlay for the project
was revised to Rs.638.90 crore in 2015 along with extension of the
implementation timeline up to 31st March, 2017, and further up to 31st March,
2021 without any additional financial implications. The expenditure of
Rs.613.28 core was incurred against the total revised outlay of Rs.638.90
crore. The extension of the project for a further continuation for a period of
five years from 01.04.2021 to 31.03.2026 was approved by the Cabinet on
19.01.2022 with a budget outlay of Rs.1365 crore. The scheme seeks to expand
and strengthen the scope and capacity of the existing IVFRT Scheme not only
by reimagining and revamping the existing structure, but also introducing the
state-of-the-art technological solutions to enhance user experience without
compromising the security architecture.

The modernization of the IVFRT project is essential to meet the evolving
demands of global travel and address emerging national security challenges.
After the recent enactment of the Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 and
its subsequent Rules and Order, it has become imperative to strengthen and
modernize the Immigration, Visa, and Foreigners Registration & Tracking
(IVFRT) system to effectively meet emerging requirements and future
challenges in the domain of immigration control and foreigner management
including illegal migration. The continuation of the project is not just a
technical upgrade, but a strategic transformation aligned with the vision of the
Government of India to promote international mobility through a world-class
immigration and visa issuance system. The next phase would focus on three
broad areas: (a) emerging technology innovations, (b) Transformation of Core
infrastructure, and (c¢) Technology and service optimization. The scheme will
modernize the immigration and visa ecosystem through adoption of emerging
technologies, including mobile-based services and self-service kiosks for
seamless and secure passenger movement. It will upgrade and expand core
infrastructure across Immigration Posts, FRROs, and Data Centres to build a
resilient and scalable system nationwide. Additionally, it will optimize
technology and service delivery by introducing unified digital platforms,
revamping core application architecture, and strengthening network and
deployment frameworks for improved efficiency and user experience, which
will facilitate legitimate travellers while strengthening national security. It will
help maintaining service continuity and induct innovative technological
solutions to attract more foreign tourists in India in future. This will thus give
a boost to the tourism, medical and business sectors. IVFRT has immense
positive externalities that would boost international traffic, business,
commerce, and tourism. This would pave the way for economic growth and
would thus contribute towards employment opportunities.

The scheme has covered 117 Immigration Posts (JPs), 15 Foreigners Regional
Registration Officers (FRROs) and 854 Foreigners Registration Officers
(FROs)/Superintendents of Police (SPs)/Deputy Commissioners of Police
(DCPs) across the country. IVFRT system has led to significant improvements
in service delivery and operational efficiency across immigration and visa
functions. The system has enabled a 100% contactless and faceless visa
process with online appointment scheduling and payment facilities, leading
to faster visa processing times with 91.24% of e-Visa applications have been
cleared within 72 hours during the past five years.

3rd Convocation Ceremony of Haridev Joshi University of Journalism, Jaipur

Journalists Should Strive to be 'Most Accurate,' Not
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Jaipur, Focus News Vasudev Devnani,
Speaker of the Rajasthan Leglslatlve
Assembly, has called upon journalists to
act as a bridge between the government
and society, discharging their duties with
truth, impartiality, and responsibility. He
urged young journalists to strive to be "the
most accurate" in their reporting, rather
than merely aiming to be "the first."
Devnani was addressing the 3rd
Convocation Ceremony of the Haridev
Joshi University of Journalism and Mass
Communication in Jaipur as the Chief
Guest. He appealed to journalists to
recognize their responsibilities amidst the
looming global crises of the present era
and to uphold the *Dharma* (ethical duty)

of journalism with a spirit of "Nation
First." This dignified ceremony, held at the
Rajasthan International Centre, was
presided over by the Governor of
Rajasthan and Chancellor of the
University, Shri Haribhau Bagde. The
State's Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Higher and Technical
Education, Dr. Prem Chand Bairwa,
served as the Guest of Honour. The
ceremony was attended by numerous
dignitaries, including the University's
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Nand Kishore
Pandey. Addressing the gathering,
Assembly Speaker Shri Vasudev Devnani
stated that a convocation ceremony is not
merely an occasion to receive a degree,

Just 'First' to Report: Speaker Vasudev Devnani

but a symbolic testament to the trust that
the nation and society repose in future
journalists. He emphasized that journalism
is not merely a profession, but a medium
for dedicating oneself to the pursuit of
truth and the service of society. He called
upon young journalists to prioritize
delivering "the most accurate" news over
the urge to be "the first" to break a story.
Speaker Devnani remarked that the media
constitutes the fourth pillar of democracy,
serving as a vital bridge between the
government and society. Citing the
Emergency imposed in the country in
1975, he noted that during that tumultuous
period, the press set a courageous
precedent in defending freedom of
expression by leaving their editorial
columns blank—framed within black
borders—as a mark of protest against
censorship. Ultimately, it was democracy
that triumphed.

He told journalists, “Recognize the power
of your pen, for it does not merely write
words; it shapes history.” Referring to the
current digital era, Mr. Devanani stated
that the flow of information has become
extremely rapid today, and in the age of
Artificial Intelligence (Al), the very nature
of journalism is undergoing rapid
transformation.

RBI, IRDAI and SEBI Intensify Measures to
Help Citizens Reclaim Unclaimed Deposits
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ensure efficient
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the same. Further,
the SOPs, FAQs
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New Delhi, Focus News The
Financial Sector Regulators namely,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),

Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI), and Securities and

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) have
informed that as on 28.02.2026, the
unclaimed amount transferred by
Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to the
Depositor Education and Awareness
(DEA) Fund of RBI is X 60,518 crore
(as on 31.1.2026). Further, the
unclaimed  insurance amount
outstanding with the insurers is X
8,973.89 crore(as on 28.2.2026).
Also, the value of unclaimed amounts
in mutual funds under SEBI
regulations is % 3,749.34 crore(as on
28.2.2026). In order to ensure timely
identification of rightful claimants,
reducing both the existing stock of
unclaimed financial assets as well as
the fresh accretion to it and to
simplify and expedite the claim
process for citizens, various measures
have been undertaken by the
Financial Sector Regulators,
including, inter alia, the following:
The RBI has issued comprehensive
directions on settlement of claims in
respect of deceased customers of
banks, now consolidated under the
RBI Responsible Business
Conduction Directions, 2025, and an
incentive scheme effective from
1.10.2025 providing a payout of 5%
- 7.5% of the unclaimed deposit
amount (subject to a cap) for
successful settlement of claims.
Banks have also been advised to
undertake periodic drives to trace
depositors or nominees or legal heirs,
publish lists of unclaimed deposits
and conduct awareness campaigns.
The Banking Laws (Amendment)

Act, 2025 has enabled multiple
nominations in bank accounts,
including successive and

simultaneous nominations up to four.
Further, the Indian  Banks’
Association (IBA) has introduced a
Common Application Form and SOP
for settlement of unclaimed deposits
through a dedicated portal of banks.
IRDAI has informed that the
collection of details of proposer as
well as nominee are mandated and are
required to be collected at the
proposal stage itself. Insurers have
been advised to initiate all possible
measures to reach out to their
customer regularly by sending
advance intimation about their claims
due and to enhance their efforts in

multiple measures to simplify
transmission procedures, including
promotion of nomination, simplified
documentation for claims up to %5
lakh, and availability of detailed
guidelines, including required forms
and documents for various scenarios
on the Association of Mutual Funds
in India website. Further, as per as per
SEBI’s Master Circular on Mutual
Funds, dated 27.6.2024, AMCs are
required to implement the image-
based processing for nominee/joint
holder claims to improve turnaround
time and establish a dedicated help
desk and webpage to assist investors
in the transmission process. Further,
with the objective of enabling citizens
to trace and claim their unclaimed
financial assets in a simplified
manner, the Department of Financial
Services organised a nationwide
campaign titled “smuet USh, emue
Figfér— Your Money, Your Right”
during October— December 2025 in
coordination with RBI, SEBI, IRDAI.
Special camps were organised in 748
districts, and as on 28.2.2026,
unclaimed financial assets amounting
to 5,777 crore relating to 22.95 lakh
claims have been restituted to their
rightful owners. In terms of the DEA
Fund Scheme, 2014, banks are
mandated to transfer the -credit
balance in accounts which have not
been operated upon for a period of 10
years or more, to DEA Fund. Further,
the total amount of unclaimed
deposits due to depositors which have
been transferred to DEA Fund, form
part of Contingent Liability (as oft-
balance sheet item) of the respective
banks. RBI has developed the
Centralised Web Portal UDGAM
(Unclaimed Deposits — Gateway to
Access InforMation), which facilitates
the registered wusers to search
unclaimed deposits/ accounts across
multiple banks at one place. RBI has
informed that as on 1.3.2026 there are
18.86 lakh registered users on the
UDGAM Portal. IRDAI’s Bima
Bharosa portal and SEBI’s MITRA
platform have been developed for
tracing unclaimed insurance proceeds

and mutual fund amounts,
respectively.  Further, RBI has
constituted an  Inter-Regulatory

Working Group to develop a single
integrated web portal enabling
citizens to search and claim their
unclaimed financial assets. This
information was given by the Minister
of State in the Ministry of Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary in Rajya Sabha.

Reform Linked MoUs signed with Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha under Jal Jeevan Mission .0

New Delhi, Continuing the nationwide rollout of
reform linked implementation under Jal Jeevan
Mission 2.0; the States of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
today signed MoUs with the Union Government,
committing to a structured reform framework for
sustainable, transparent and community-led rural
drinking water service delivery. In the presence of the
Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. Patil, who
attended the meetings physically at DDWS, Ministry
of Jal Shakti, along with other senior officials. The
MoU with Andhra Pradesh was signed in the
presence in of the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu, and Shri. K. Pawan
Kalyan, Deputy Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh
and Minister for Panchayat Raj, Rural Development,
Environment, Forest, and Science & Technology
joined the event virtually along with senior officials
from the state. For Andhra Pradesh, the MoUs were
signed and exchanged between Smt. Swati Meena
Naik, Joint Secretary (Water), DDWS, and Shri
Shashi Bhushan Kumar, Special Chief Secretary to
Government of Andhra Pradesh. Marking a key step
in Centre-State collaboration, the MoU with the State
of Odisha was formally signed at 12.30 p.m. in the
virtual presence of Chief Minister of Odisha, Shri
Mohan Charan Majhi, Minister of Rural
Development, Panchayati Raj, Drinking Water, Govt.
of Odisha, Shri Rabi Narayan Naik, Chief Secretary,
Odisha, Smt. Anu Garg, Development
Commissioner cum Addl. Chief Secretary, Shri
Deoranjan Kumar Singh, Sri Sanjeeb Kumar Mishra,
Finance Secretary and other senior officials from the
State. The MoU was signed between Smt. Swati
Meena Naik, Joint Secretary (Water), DDWS, and
Shri Girish S.N, Commissioner cum Secretary,
PR&DW Dept, and exchanged by Shri Visal Gagan,
Principal Residence Commissioner, Government of
Odisha. Addressing the gathering, Union Minister of
Jal Shakti, Shri C. R. Patil highlighted that while
crores of rural households have already been
provided tap water connections under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, the focus under JJM 2.0 is on addressing
gaps in existing infrastructure, covering the
remaining households, and ensuring sustainable and
reliable water supply systems. He emphasised the
importance of formal handover of completed
schemes to communities through proper
documentation and strengthening community-led
water management systems to ensure effective
operation and maintenance. He further stressed the
need to empower women through training in water
quality testing using Field Test Kits, noting that the
mission has already freed nearly 9 crore women from
the burden of fetching water, marking a significant
social transformation. Expressing confidence in the
leadership of the State, he stated that Andhra Pradesh
is well-positioned to achieve the vision of Har Ghar
Jal and contribute to Viksit Bharat 2047. He also
highlighted the Prime Minister’s emphasis on water
use efficiency, including pilot initiatives for
agriculture through pipeline-based supply and
promotion of drip irrigation. He emphasised source
sustainability through Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
(JSJB), promoting water conservation, ground water
recharge and community participation. He further
urged the State to convene regular review meetings
with district collectors and officials to accelerate
implementation and ensure timely utilisation of
funds, while assuring full support from the
Government of India for the successful
implementation of the mission. Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu,
along with the Deputy Chief Minister, reaffirmed the
State Government’s strong commitment to effective
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0.
Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister for
extending the Mission timeline, they stated that this
decision has enabled the State to move decisively
towards universal household tap water coverage.
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Meeting of Consultative Committee of Ministry of Heavy Industries held
at New Parliament Building under Chairmanship of Kumaraswamy

New Delhi, Focus News: A meeting of the Consultative
Committee of the Ministry of Heavy Industries was held in New
Parliament Building, New Delhi under the chairmanship of the
Union Minister for Heavy Industries & Steel, H.D.
Kumaraswamy. The meeting was attended by Shri Kamran Rizvi,
Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries; Dr. Anshu Bharadwaj,
Project Director, NITI Aayog; and Shri K. Sadashiv Murthy, CMD,
BHEL, along with senior officials of MHI, Niti Aayog and BHEL.
During the meeting, Union Minister for Heavy Industries & Steel,
Shri H.D. Kumaraswamy, said, “Guided by the visionary
leadership of the Prime Minister, India is transitioning towards a
sustainable future. ‘Viksit Bharat-2047° is a comprehensive
roadmap to transform India into a premier global manufacturing
powerhouse and a high-value export hub. The focus is on
positioning the nation as a critical node in global supply chains
through indigenous innovation and large-scale manufacturing
excellence. The vision is clear: Make in India, Make for the
World.” He also appreciated BHEL’s contribution to nation-
building. During the meeting, a detailed presentation on the
progress of Vande Bharat was made by Shri K. Sadashiv Murthy,
CMD, BHEL, highlighting significant developments and
achievements in advancing indigenous manufacturing capabilities.
This was followed by a presentation on “Transition to Sustainable
Green Energy” by Dr. Anshu Bharadwaj, Project Director (Energy,
Green Transition & Climate Change), NITI Aayog, which focused
on India’s strategic approach towards achieving a sustainable, low-
carbon, and energy-efficient future. Members of the Committee
actively participated in the deliberations and provided valuable
insights and suggestions on the issues discussed.

Ministry of Culture and YouTube sign MoU to amplify and champion
Music ona

New Delhi, Focus News: A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was exchanged by the Ministry of Culture, Government
of India, with YouTube to promote and amplify Indian traditional
folk and tribal music on a global stage in New Delhi today. Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister for Culture and
Tourism, Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture
and Smt. Gunjan Soni, Managing Director — India, YouTube
graced the event. Union Minister for Culture and Tourism, Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said that preserving and promoting
India's diverse folk traditions is a core mission for the Ministry
of Culture. This collaboration with YouTube represents a
significant step forward in nurturing our creative economy and
empowering our artists. Our goal is to ensure folk musicians have
the tools and platforms needed to achieve greater visibility,
sustainability, and recognition both nationally and globally,
Union Minister added. Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of
Culture said that, the Ministry’s focus is on democratizing access
so that folk artists from all corners of the country can proudly
uphold their culture and traditions, while growing into
independent creative entrepreneurs. Shri Aggarwal further added
that by integrating YouTube’s global reach with the Ministry’s
scaled infrastructure, the Ministry is not just providing a stage,
but are helping lay the groundwork for millions of folk artists to
become self-reliant and run successful endeavours.
Commenting on the announcement, Gunjan Soni, Managing
Director - India, YouTube, said that YouTube is built to help artists
and creators, from every corner of India, to share their talent with
the world. Folk music is a vibrant part of India's rich cultural
tapestry, and this partnership with the Ministry of Culture is an
invaluable opportunity to preserve and amplify these essential
traditions. She further mentioned that YouTube is thrilled to
combine the Ministry's deep cultural engagement and IMOC’s
infrastructure with its unique capacity to support and showcase
artists on a global platform and democratize access for creators
everywhere. The goal is to empower these talented artists not just
with digital skills, but with sustainable pathways to connect with
new audiences worldwide, build thriving careers online, and
ensure their invaluable art form resonates for generations to come,
she added. The initiative is aimed at empowering the country’s
rich community of traditional and folk musicians by providing
them with access to digital tools, knowledge systems, and wider
audiences. It focuses on strengthening the ecosystem of Indian
traditional and folk music through digital skilling, awareness of
intellectual property rights, enhanced collaboration opportunities,
and sustainable career pathways for artists. India’s folk, tribal and
traditional music heritage, while diverse and vibrant, has often
faced challenges in terms of global visibility, digital distribution,
and awareness of rights in the modern content landscape. This
initiative seeks to bridge these gaps by facilitating structured
training programs, access to infrastructure, and continuous
institutional support. The Ministry of Culture will provide
strategic leadership and oversight for the program, focusing on
the folk music creative economy, with a joint task force guiding
execution and impact assessment. Through the Ministry's selected
autonomous institutions of art and performance, this initiative will
provide access to facilities, including recording equipment where
feasible, and regional connections, and will also co-develop
localized educational materials and identify mentors.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan directs officials to
speed up 'Farmer ID' implementation

New Delhi, Focus News: The
Union Minister for Agriculture
& Farmers' Welfare and Rural
Development, Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan convened an
important review meeting at his
residence today. The primary
objective of the meeting was to
safeguard the interests of the
Indian agricultural sector and its
farmers amidst current global

instability, while ensuring
strategic preparedness for the
upcoming  Kharif  season.

During the meeting, the Union

i

Agriculture Minister gave clear instructions to
the senior officials of the Ministry of
Agriculture, stating that they must play a
proactive role during times of crisis.

Fertilizer supply and Farmer ID: The Union
Agriculture  Minister  Shivraj  Singh
emphasized the need to ensure an equitable
and uninterrupted supply of fertilizers. He
directed officials to expedite the work on
'Farmer IDs' to make the distribution system
transparent. He further stated that he would

soon hold a meeting with the chief ministers
and agriculture ministers of various states for
this purpose. Instructions have been issued to
take strict action against those engaging in the
black marketing of fertilizers and seeds by
taking advantage of the global crisis. Shri
Chouhan stated that state governments will
also be encouraged to take stringent measures
in this direction.

Seed production and packaging assistance:
The meeting reviewed the availability of agro-

chemicals and the essential
gases required for Drying
Seed. Agriculture Minister
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
emphasized that there
should be no shortage of
packaging materials,
particularly for milk and
other agricultural products,
amidst the global crisis. To
ensure this, he also issued
directives to coordinate
with the Ministry of
Petroleum and  other
relevant departments.
Formation of a Special Cell: A 'Special Cell'
has been established for the round-the-clock
monitoring of the agricultural sector. This cell
will submit a weekly report to the Union
Agriculture Minister regarding the availability
of fertilizers, seeds and pesticides. In his
closing remarks, Shri Chouhan reaffirmed the
government's unwavering commitment to
ensuring the timely delivery of all necessary
agricultural resources to the farming
community.

Department of Posts Partners with TRIFED to

Digital India BHASHINI Division and Pension Fund

Boost E-Commerce of Tribal Products Across India  Regulatory and Development Authority Sign MoU

New Delhi, Focus News: In a significant step towards empowering tribal artisans and

for Multilingual Enablement in Pension Services

promoting indigenous products, the Department of Posts (DoP), Ministry of New Delhi, Focus News: The Digital India
, :

Communications, has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), under the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The partnership aims to establish a robust, reliable, and cost-
effective logistics framework to support the delivery of products sold through TRIFED’s
e-commerce platform, including the Tribes India e-marketplace. Under the MoU, the
Department of Posts will provide end-to-end logistics solutions for all e-commerce orders
placed through TRIFED’s online channels. Leveraging its vast nationwide network and
last-mile connectivity, Department of Posts will ensure seamless pickup, transmission,
and delivery of tribal products to customers across the country. The collaboration is

BHASHINI Division (DIBD), under the Digital India
Corporation (DIC), Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY), and the Pension
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA) have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) under the initiative titled
“BHASHINI for Seva / Sanchalan — A BHASHINI
Sahayogi Program.” The collaboration aims to
strengthen multilingual digital capabilities within the

designed to strengthen market access for tribal artisans and entrepreneurs by enabling  pension fund services ecosystem through integration

efficient order fulfilment and enhancing customer experience. The Department of Posts
will also provide shipment tracking, regular MIS reporting, and API integration with
TRIFED’s digital platform to facilitate smooth order processing and logistics management.

with the BHASHINI Platform, India’s National
Language Digital Public Infrastructure. The MoU
establishes a framework for integrating BHASHINI

As part of the arrangement, a Book Now Pay Later (BNPL) account will be created for  translation APIs, multilingual AI models, and voice-

TRIFED under the National Account Facility, enabling streamlined booking and payment
processes for shipments through Speed Post. TRIFED, on its part, will ensure proper
packaging, labelling, and sharing of order-related information to facilitate efficient logistics
operations. The initiative will cover pick-ups from multiple regional offices across the
country, ensuring wide geographic coverage and operational efficiency. This partnership

enabled technologies with PFRDA systems to enhance
language accessibility and improve communication
across digital platforms and user interfaces in the
pension sector. The initiative seeks to strengthen
multilingual access across all 22 languages recognised

reflects the Government’s commitment to promoting tribal livelihoods by integrating them under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India

into the digital economy. By strengthening logistics support for tribal e-commerce, the
initiative is expected to enhance income opportunities for tribal communities, expand the
reach of authentic tribal products, and contribute to inclusive economic growth.
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