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Jio Platforms Limited Announces Appointment of Dan Bailey as
President, Jio Platforms to lead its International Business Initiatives

Mumbai, Focus News: Jio Platforms Limited ("JPL")
announced the appointment of Dan Bailey as President, Jio
Platforms, where he will lead the company's international
business initiatives. Based in London, Dan will report to Akash
Ambani, Chairman of Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited. Dan
brings more than 35 years of experience across consulting and
investment banking, having held senior leadership roles at
Schroders/Citi, Morgan Stanley, and HSBC. Most recently, he
served as Chairman of Deutsche Bank's highly regarded TMT
practice. Over the course of his career, Dan has advised many of
the world's largest corporates and financial sponsors on a broad
range of transformative transactions, including some of the most
consequential telecom deals in history. Dan will join the
Executive Committee of Jio Platforms Limited and will
contribute more broadly across the business as well. As outlined
at JPL's most recent AGM, Jio's next chapter extends beyond
India. Over the past decade, Jio has built innovative digital
platforms and technologies that have transformed connectivity
and access for over a billion people. With a clear strategy, strong
partnerships, and a defined roadmap, Jio is now poised to take
these capabilities to global markets — creating long-term value
for customers, partners, and shareholders. Commenting on the
appointment, Akash Ambani, Chairman of Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited, said: "We are delighted to welcome Dan to
Jio. Dan has been a trusted advisor to us for many years, and his
counsel has been invaluable as we have grown and evolved. He
has spent his career at the centre of the global telecom and
technology ecosystem and brings deep relationships, strategic
insights, and a strong understanding of the industry's complexity.
Just as importantly, he shares our ambition and energy for what
lies ahead. I look forward to working closely with him." Dan
Bailey added: "I have long admired what Jio has built in India
— the scale, the speed, and the genuine impact on people's lives.
The chance to help take that story global is the kind of
opportunity you don't think twice about. I am delighted to be
joining Akash and the team and cannot wait to get started."
About Jio Platforms Limited: Jio Platforms Limited, a
subsidiary of Reliance Industries Limited, has built a world-class
all-IP data strong future proof network with latest 5G and 4G
LTE technology (through its wholly owned subsidiary, Reliance
Jio Infocomm Limited). It is the only network conceived and
born as a Mobile Video Network from the ground up and
supporting Voice over LTE technology. It is future ready and can
be easily upgraded to support even more data, as technologies
advance on to 6G and beyond. Jio has brought transformational
changes in the Indian digital services space to enable the vision
of Digital India for 1.4 billion Indians and propel India into
global leadership in the digital economy. It has created an eco-
system comprising of network, devices, applications and content,
platforms, service experience and affordable tariffs for everyone
to live the Jio Digital Life.

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya Inaugurates New Office of
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports at GPOA, Netaji Nagar

New Delhi, Focus News: Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union
Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports, today inaugurated the new
office of the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports at the General
Pool Office Accommodation (GPOA), Netaji Nagar, New Delhi,
marking the Ministry’s shift to its new premises. On the
occasion, Dr. Mandaviya extended his best wishes to the officers
and staff of the Ministry and expressed confidence that the well-
planned and functional workspace would enhance efficiency,
coordination, and synergy in implementing key initiatives related
to sports development and youth affairs. Minister of State for
Youth Affairs & Sports, Raksha Khadse, also assumed charge in
the new office and appreciated the structured and modern work
environment. She reaffirmed her commitment to furthering the
objectives of the Ministry with renewed focus and dedication.
The inauguration ceremony was attended by Secretary (Sports),
Shri Hari Ranjan Rao; Secretary (Youth Affairs), Dr. Pallavi Jain
Govil and senior officials of the Ministry.

Legislative Department Organizes

Meeting on “Seva Sankalp” Resolution
New Delhi, Focus News: On 2nd March, 2026, the Legislative
Department, Ministry of Law and Justice, held a meeting on the
“Seva Sankalp” Resolution at 2nd Floor, Shastri Bhawan. The
meeting was headed by the Secretary, Legislative Department
along with all officers and staff members including attached
offices i.e. Official Languages Wing and Vidhi Sahitya
Prakashan read out the “Seva Sankalp” Resolution together and
reaffirmed their commitment to its principles. During the
meeting, a discussion was held on the importance of the
Resolution and its implementation in daily work. The Secretary
highlighted the need for integrity, transparency, dedication, and
accountability in public service. He encouraged all officers and
staff to perform their duties with sincerity and a strong sense of
responsibility. All participants expressed their resolve to follow
the principles of the Resolution and to work with renewed
commitment in the service of the nation.

India and Finland Discuss

Expanding Cooperation in Skill

Development, Vocational Education and Workforce Mobility

New Delhi, Focus News: Mlnlster of State (Independent Charge)
for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and Minister of State
for Education, Government of India, Shri Jayant Chaudhary today
held a bilateral meeting with Minister of Employment,
Government of Finland, Mr. Matias Marttinen to explore avenues
for strengthening cooperation between India and Finland in the
areas of skill development, vocational education and workforce
mobility. The meeting reflected the growing convergence between
the two countries in building resilient and future-ready talent
ecosystems. Both ministers discussed opportunities to deepen
collaboration between institutions, industry and training systems
in order to enhance vocational education and create pathways for
skilled workforce mobility. Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and Minister
of State for Education, Government of India, Shri Jayant
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Chaudhary said: “Under the vision of the Prime Minister, India is steadily moving towards becoming the Global Skill Capital of the world. With
one of the youngest and most dynamic workforce, supported by a rapidly expanding skilling ecosystem, India is well positioned to contribute
skilled talent to global industries. India’s demographic strength and Finland’s technological and vocational excellence create a natural partnership
in the domain of skills. Our discussion focused on building practical bridges between training ecosystems, strengthening institutional cooperation
and creating pathways for skilled youth to access global opportunities while maintaining high standards of training and mobility.”

MeitY Launches 30 kW Wide Band Gap (WBG)-Based
Integrated Drlve System to Boost Electric Vehicle Adoption

Al Al U [REREERETTp

New Delhi, Focus News: An indigenously developed 30 kW
Wide Band Gap (WBG)-based Integrated Drive System (IDS) for
electric vehicle applications was launched in Chennai today. The
technology has been developed by Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Thiruvananthapuram in
collaboration with Indian Institute of Technology Madras and
Lucas TVS under the National Mission on Power Electronics
Technology (NaMPET). It was launched by Shri S. Krishnan,
Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) at IIT Madras. The launch marks a significant step in
contributing to MeitY’s mission of strengthening indigenous
capabilities in advanced power electronics. The 30-kW power
class is particularly relevant for India’s fast-growing electric
passenger vehicle segment, including compact cars and fleet
mobility platforms. Currently, a substantial portion of high-
performance EV powertrain systems and critical semiconductor-
based drive components are imported. Indigenous development
of such integrated systems will reduce import dependency, lower
system costs through localization, and support scalable
manufacturing aligned with national initiatives such as
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes. The technology has
been successfully designed, fabricated, and wvalidated in
collaboration with Lucas TVS and is now ready for
commercialization and large-scale deployment. Successful
adoption of this integrated drive technology can significantly
strengthen India’s EV supply chain, create opportunities for
MSMEs in power electronics manufacturing, thermal systems,
and control hardware, and enhance India’s global competitiveness
in semiconductor-based electric mobility solutions. Through
NaMPET, MeitY continues to catalyse innovation-driven partnerships
to build globally competitive and self-reliant power electronics
technologies for next-generation mobility and energy systems.
Addressing the gathering, S. Krishnan said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of “Make in India, Make for the World”
is being realized through indigenous development of advanced
power electronics technologies. He emphasized that India’s
transition from a technology-importing nation to a technology-
developing and exporting nation is being strengthened by
collaborative innovation among R&D institutions, academia, and
industry. He mentioned that the development of the 30 kW
Integrated Drive System represents a major milestone in India’s
journey towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat in electric mobility and
strategic electronics. He also highlighted that the newly launched
30 kW Integrated Drive System integrates the electric motor and
inverter into a single compact, high power-density unit, replacing
the conventional separated motor-drive configuration. He added
that such design-led innovation in India will help create strong
domestic intellectual property, accelerate the start-up ecosystem,
and strengthen high-value manufacturing in the EV sector. E.
Magesh, Director General, C-DAC; Manoj Kumar Jain, Group
Coordinator (R&D in IT & CC& BT), MeitY; Ramanathan N S,
CTO, Lucas TVS Chennai; Renji V Chako, Senior Director, C-
DAC, Thiruvanthpuram; Dr Om Krishan Singh, Scientist ‘E’,
MeitY; Prof Kamlesh Hatua, IIT Madras, and representatives
from industry were present on the occasion.

215t Central Monitoring Committee Reviews State-wise

Progress on Polluted River Stretches and Sewage Management
New Delhi, Focus News: The 21st Meeting of the Central Monitoring
Committee (CMC) on river rejuvenation was held today under the
chairpersonship of Shri V. L. Kantha Rao, Secretary, Department of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti. The meeting was attended by senior officials including Shri Rajeev
Kumar Mital, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, other
officials of NMCG, and representatives of State Governments and State
Pollution Control Boards. The Committee reviewed the latest status of polluted
river stretches based on the CPCB’s 2025 report and examined the progress
made by States in 1mp1ement1ng approved Action Plans. The Chair underlined
that sustainable improvement in river water quality depends not only on the
creation of infrastructure but on its effective utilisation, regulatory compliance,
and timely project execution. Priority areas highlighted included bridging
sewage treatment gaps, improving performance of existing Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs), expediting ongoing and tendered STP projects & associated
works on developing sewage networks, strengthening industrial pollution
control, scaling up reuse of treated wastewater, and accelerating floodplain
demarcation. The Secretary also directed the States to enable real-time
monitoring to enhance transparency and accountability in pollution control
effort. A comparative review of polluted river stretches identified in 2018,
2022, and 2025 showed a continued reduction in the overall number of
polluted stretches since 2018. However, the Committee noted that certain
States have reported the addition of new polluted stretches and deterioration
in specific river segments, calling for focused corrective action.

The Committee reviewed progress on sewage treatment plants, capacity
utilization, floodplain zoning, reuse of treated wastewater, and institutional
monitoring through River Rejuvenation Committees in respect to Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Delhi, Haryana, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Odisha,
Jammu & Kashmir and Punjab. The meeting concluded with a call for States
to adopt a time-bound, outcome-oriented approach to river rejuvenation, with
emphasis on operational efficiency, inter-departmental coordination, and
sustained compliance to achieve long-term water quality improvement.

Officals of Ministry of Heavy Industries participates
in the Seva Sankalp Pledge-Taking Ceremony

New Delhi, Focus News: Shri Kamran Rizvi, Secretary, Ministry of Heavy
Industries, Government of India, along with senior officials of the Ministry,
participated in the Seva Sankalp Pledge-Taking Ceremony held on the historic
occasion of the first meeting of the Union Cabinet at the Prime Minister’s new
office, Seva Teerth, under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi. The first Cabinet meeting at Seva Teerth marks a significant milestone
in India’s governance journey. It reinforces the collective resolve that with
sound policy, honest intent, and decisive leadership, the path towards building
a Viksit Bharat will remain steadfast and illuminated. The work culture
inspired by the spirit of Seva Teerth will serve as a guiding foundation in
strengthening India as a capable, empowered, and self-reliant nation. On this
occasion, the historical significance of the site was also recalled. Seva Teerth
has been established at the location of the temporary barracks dating back to
the British era. The transformation of this site into a dynamic institution of
national governance stands as a powerful symbol of New India’s progress and
renewal. At Seva Teerth, the Union Cabinet reiterated its solemn resolve that
every decision taken will be guided by an unwavering spirit of service to 1.4
billion citizens and firmly aligned with the larger objective of nation-building
and inclusive development. Under the visionary leadership of the Prime
Minister, the Union Cabinet has reaffirmed its commitment to transform Seva
Teerth into a global symbol of sensitive, accountable, and citizen-centric
governance. As India advances towards the goal of becoming a prosperous
and developed nation by 2047, this new premise will stand as a powerful
centre of national aspiration, service, and transformative action.

Reaffirming the Ministry’s commitment to this national vision, the Secretary
said that the Ministry of Heavy Industries remains steadfast in advancing the
goals of Viksit Bharat@2047 by strengthening India’s manufacturing
ecosystem, promoting advanced technologies, supporting sustainable
industrial growth, and accelerating the transition towards clean and green
mobility. Through focused policy interventions and close industry
collaboration, MHI continues to play a pivotal role in building a self-reliant
and globally competitive industrial base.

Ministry of Steel Holds High-Level Interactive Session
Wlth Global Dlplomats Ahead of ‘Bharat Steel 2026’

New Delhi, Focus News: The Mlnlstry of Steel, Government of India,
convened a high-level interactive session with senior diplomats from across
the globe to advance strategic collaboration in the steel sector and outline
the roadmap for its flagship international event, ‘Bharat Steel 2026.’
Addressing the diplomatic community, Secretary, Ministry of Steel,
underscored the steel industry’s pivotal role in powering India’s industrial
and economic transformation. He highlighted the sector’s ambitious
expansion plans, with capacity targets of 300 million tonnes (MT) by 2030
and 400 MT by 2035—positioning India as a global leader in steel
production. Emphasizing the sector’s rapid modernization, Shri Poundrik
invited global partners to collaborate with India as the domestic steel
industry transitions toward low-carbon production pathways and advanced
process technologies. He reaffirmed India’s commitment to building resilient
and sustainable global supply chains rooted in innovation, efficiency, and

environmental responsibility. Providing a preview of ‘Bharat Steel 2026, an International Conference-cum-Exhibition scheduled for April 16—
17,2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, he highlighted India’s commitment to forging enduring and sustainable international partnerships.
India’s strategy is focused on strengthening raw material security, accelerating technology transfer, advancing green and sustainable steel
production, and fostering meaningful global collaboration. The session witnessed strong engagement from the diplomatic community, with
representatives expressing appreciation for India’s forward-looking vision and enthusiasm for participating in Bharat Steel 2026. The upcoming
summit is poised to serve as a premier global platform for dialogue, innovation exchange, and strategic partnerships in the steel sector.
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Inaugural Edition of Raisina Science Diplomacy Initiative (SDI)
focuses on Strategic Autonomy and Disruptive Technologies

New Delhi, Focus News: The inaugural edition of the Raisina
Science Diplomacy Initiative (SDI) was held on 5 March 2026 at
Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. The initiative was jointly launched
by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government
of India and the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) as part of
the Raisina Dialogue. The first edition of Raisina SDI convened
global thought leaders, policymakers, and scholars to deliberate on
the evolving role of science diplomacy in navigating the emerging
imperatives of strategic autonomy and the governance challenges
posed by disruptive technologies. The convening brought together
about 80 scientists, innovators, diplomats, science diplomacy
scholars and practitioners from across the world and from leading
international organisations in a closed-door format designed to
facilitate open exchange of ideas. The initiative was chaired by the
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, Prof. Ajay
Kumar Sood, and co-chaired by Sir Peter Gluckman, President of
the International Science Council; Prof. Marilyne Andersen,
Director General of the Geneva Science and Diplomacy
Anticipator (GESDA); and Dr. Vijay Chauthaiwale, In-charge of
the Foreign Affairs Department of the Bharatiya Janata Party. The
inaugural remarks underscored the increasingly central focus of
science and technology to the imperatives of national development
agendas of countries, economic competitiveness, national and
global security priorities, and socio-economic progress. It was
emphasised that in the evolving global landscape, science
diplomacy is not static; it must continually adapt to new
technological frontiers, shifting geopolitical realities, and emerging
global challenges. President ORF Dr. Samir Saran remarked that
the Raisina SDI is planned as a global platform for evolving
contemporary framework for science diplomacy efforts from all
perspectives. The first roundtable, titled “Science Diplomacy in
the Era of Strategic Autonomy,” was chaired by Dr. Parvinder
Maini, Scientific Secretary, Office of the PSA, with scene-setting
remarks by Prof. Peter Gluckman. Discussions underscored the
need to balance national strategic priorities with the inherently
collaborative nature of science. Discussants highlighted that
scientific cooperation and trust in scientific systems remains a vital
bridge even amid geopolitical shifts, and emphasized strengthening
trusted networks, transparent research ecosystems, and resilient
multilateral frameworks. The deliberation also emphasized the
need to enhance risk-assessment mechanisms, strengthen science
advice capacities and active engagement in a globally equitable
manner for standard-setting processes.

The second roundtable, “Science Diplomacy and Governance of
Disruptive Technologies,” was chaired by Prof. Marilyne
Andersen, with scene-setting remarks by Dr. Vijay Chauthaiwale.
The deliberations focused on emerging equitable and effective
governance models for frontier technologies, including anticipatory
policy process, inclusive norm-setting, and the importance of
aligning technological innovation with contextual ethical and
societal considerations. Participants stressed that proactive,
globally coordinated approaches are essential to address risks while
harnessing the transformative potential of disruptive technologies.
The discussion also highlighted the importance of strengthening
capacity for science diplomacy, leveraging scientific cooperation
to reduce global inequalities, reinforcing multilateral engagement,
promoting collaborations in pre-competitive research areas and
addressing technology governance challenges through practical,
use-cases driven approach. As part of the initiative, Dr. Jahnavi
Phalke, Director of Science Gallery Bengaluru delivered a talk on
‘historic evolution of science diplomacy’ highlighting how the
landscape of science diplomacy has expanded beyond state actors
to include a wider range of institutions; Dr. Steen Sendergaard,
NATO Chief Scientist shared insights from NATO’s technology
foresight efforts and its implications on global systems.

The insights emerging from the Raisina Science Diplomacy
Initiative will contribute to the evolving global discourse on
science diplomacy. Envisioned as an annual platform, the initiative
seeks to facilitate both contemporary and future-facing
deliberations on the role of science and technology in shaping
international policy, cooperation and governance. Looking ahead,
Prof. Sood underscored the importance of further strengthening the
initiative by reflecting on two key questions: the role that private
sector actors can play in shaping frameworks for science diplomacy
to better anticipate and govern disruptive technologies, and how
they may be meaningfully integrated into future discussions; and
the ways in which existing multilateral instruments can be
leveraged and adapted to enable a more equitable diffusion of
technological advancements across societies.

NITI Aayog and UNICEF India Sign Statement of Intent to Strengthen
Nutrition and Health Outcomes in Aspirational Districts and Blocks

New Delhi, Focus News: In a significant step towards strengthening
collaborative efforts for improving nutrition and health outcomes,
NITI Aayog and UNICEF India today signed a Statement of Intent to
support strategic interventions in Aspirational Districts and
Aspirational Blocks. The SOI was signed by Shri Rohit Kumar,
Additional Secretary and Mission Director, Aspirational Districts and
Blocks Programme, NITI Aayog and Mr. Arjan de Wagt, Deputy
Representative, UNICEF India. This collaboration aims to leverage
the strengths of both institutions to advance efforts toward improved
maternal and child nutrition outcomes in underserved regions. The
partnership will support the promotion of multi-stakeholder
engagement and strengthen implementation systems for nutrition and
health interventions at the block level. Rohit Kumar noted that the
Aspirational Districts and Blocks Programme has demonstrated the
importance of convergence, collaboration and data-driven governance
in accelerating development outcomes. He highlighted that
partnerships with organisations such as UNICEF India will further
strengthen efforts to address critical health and nutrition challenges
and enhance last-mile service delivery in high-priority regions.

Dr Jitendra Singh presents awards to 26 young medical professionals
from across the country, who have excelled in different specialities

New Delhi, Focus News: Union Minister of State .
(Independent Charge) for Science & Technology, Earth e %
Sciences, and MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, VH =
Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh
today presented awards to 26 young medical professionals
from across the country, who had excelled in different
specialities like Oncology, Paediatrics, Endocrinology,
Orthopaedics, Emergency Medicine etc. Complimenting
the media house which had organised the event, Dr
Jitendra Singh appreciated the decision to award such
doctors who were just entering the prime of their career
and an award at this stage meant a huge recognition as
well as a boost for them, compared to an award received
in the later stage of the career. The Minister said that :
recognising young doctors at an early stage of their § ¢
careers is important for strengthening the future of :
healthcare services in the country. He said that encouraging
medical professionals during their formative years motivates them to pursue excellence and continuously upgrade their knowledge in a rapidly
evolving medical landscape. Addressing the conclave, Dr. Jitendra Singh expressed satisfaction that many of the honours presented at the event
were awarded to young doctors rather than only to senior professionals at the end of their careers. Referring to the awards, the Minister remarked
that recognising talent early not only boosts confidence but also inspires young medical professionals to continue contributing to society with greater
commitment. Dr. Jitendra Singh spoke about the changing nature of medical practice, saying that the healthcare sector is undergoing a revolutionary
transformation with the advent of new technologies and artificial intelligence. While technology has significantly improved diagnosis and treatment,
he said the role of a doctor remains irreplaceable because experience and clinical intuition continue to play a crucial role in patient care.

Government Strengthens Convergence-Driven Livelihood Frameworks for Tribal Communities;
Ministry of Tribal Affairs Concludes Consultative Workshop with Key Line Ministries Under DAJGUA

New Delhi, Focus News: Guided by the vision of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi for holistic and saturation-based
development of tribal communities, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
today organised a Consultative Workshop with senior
government officials and experts from the Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare, Department of Animal Husbandry &
Dairying, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Ministry of
New & Renewable Energy and the Department of Fisheries to
strengthen the implementation architecture of livelihood
interventions under the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan (DAJGUA), the flagship mission of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs. The initiative is being taken forward under the
guidance of Hon’ble Union Minister of Tribal Affairs, Shri, Jual
Oram, reflecting the Government’s strong commitment to
creating sustainable livelihood opportunities and accelerating inclusive development in tribal regions. India’s tribal development landscape is
undergoing an unprecedented transformation under the leadership of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, which today anchors some of the most
ambitious and outcome-driven programmes for tribal communities. DAJGUA marks a significant paradigm shift in tribal development, moving
from fragmented delivery mechanisms to a saturation-based, community-led and empowerment-driven model of governance. Launched through
a clarion call by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 2nd October 2024 from Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, this pioneering initiative
converges the efforts of 17-line ministries and 25 interventions across 63,843 tribal-majority villages, empowering approximately 5.5 crore
tribal citizens. The Consultative Workshop focused on resolving operational challenges and transitioning toward a structured, replicable and
outcome-driven model of livelihood planning for tribal households. Discussions centered on developing standardized, financially viable
Packages of Practices that clearly define eligibility norms, unit costs, implementation phasing, convergence pathways and projected income
enhancement. The Ministries deliberated on integrated agriculture models, small livestock-based livelihoods, fisheries development and
renewable-energy-supported micro-enterprises, emphasizing the shift from isolated asset distribution to holistic livelihood ecosystems backed
by institutional support. The Ministry underscored the importance of aligning scheme resources across sectors to enable States to undertake
coherent and well-phased planning and avoid duplication. Input from the workshop will support the development of a unified monitoring and
assessment framework for DAJGUA. In the course of the discussions, it was highlighted that intervention models must be not only financially
sound but also tailored to the ecological and socio-economic contexts of tribal regions.
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