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FOCUS NEWS

RBI Rolls Out Measures to Strengthen Cooperative
Banks’ Financial Health, Governance and Digital Inclusion

New Delhi, Focus News:
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), in consultation with
the Government of India,
has announced that loans
sanctioned by banks to
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC) w.e.f. January 19,
2026, for on-lending to
cooperative societies are
eligible for classification as
priority sector lending under the respective categories. These apply to banks
other than Regional Rural Banks, Urban Cooperative Banks, Small Finance
Banks and Local Area Banks. These loans are for purposes and activities as
laid down in the Master Direction on Priority Sector Lending, 2025. National
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), a statutory corporation under
the administrative control of the Ministry of Cooperation, provides financial
assistance to Cooperatives and contributes directly in accelerating the growth
of cooperative movement The Government of India and RBI have taken
various measures to strengthen cooperative banks’ financial health, governance
and digital inclusion along with enhancing deposit security, credit availability
and prudent regulation, which inter-alia include:

Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) have been allowed to open new branches
Housing loan limits have been increased from 10% to 25% of their total loans
and advances for UCBs

The Banking Regulation Act has been amended to increase the terms of
directors of Cooperative Banks from 8 to 10 years

Licensing fee for onboarding of cooperative banks to Aadhar enabled Payment
System (AePS) have been reduced

The National Urban Co-operative Finance and Development Corporation
Limited (NUCFDC), which is a non-deposit taking Non-Banking Financial
Company (NBFC), has been set up as an Umbrella Organization for Urban
Cooperative Banks to provide Information Technology (IT) infrastructure and
operational support

A Shared Services Entity (SSE), Sahakar Sarthi, has been established to
provide technological services to Rural Cooperative Banks

Rural Cooperative Banks have been included by RBI in the Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme

Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) insures various
types of deposits up to X 5,00,000 per depositor per bank (including principal
and interest) for all cooperative banks

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary in Rajya Sabha.

Fiji Finance Minister Mr. Esrom Immanuel visits Mahalekha Niyantrak Bhawan
in New Delhi; meets Controller General of Accounts Ms, T.C.A, Kalyani

New Delhi, Focus News: The Controller General of Accounts of India (CGA),
T.C.A. Kalyani, hosted a delegation led by the Finance Minister of the Republic
of Fiji, Mr. Esrom Immanuel, at Mahalekha Niyantrak Bhawan, in New Delhi.
A detailed discussion took place about the Public Finance practices in both the
nations, including the digital transformation made by India in its Public
Financial Management processes. The discussion also included the role played
by the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) in helping transfer the
benefits directly into the Bank accounts of the beneficiaries. Esrom Immanuel
appreciated the advances made by India in the field of Public Finance and
discussed ways to further deepen the cooperation in this field, including inter-
alia, asset management, capacity building, budget ecosystem and internal audit.

Delhi-NCR to be strengthened with expansion of
Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations

New Delhi, Focus News: The air quality monitoring framework in Delhi-
NCR is being significantly strengthened through systematic augmentation of
the Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations (CAAQMS) network
to ensure spatial coverage, improved data reliability and robust scientific
assessment of air pollution across the region. The initiative is aimed at
enhancing real-time air quality surveillance and supporting evidence-based
policy interventions for effective air pollution abatement in Delhi-NCR. As
part of the ongoing strengthening of the air quality monitoring network, the
Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM) has been reviewing the status of augmentation of 27 new CAAQMS
across Delhi-NCR [06 in Delhi, 07 in Haryana (NCR), 04 in Rajasthan (NCR)
and 10 in Uttar Pradesh (NCR)], over and above the existing network of 84
monitoring stations (40 in Delhi, 22 in Haryana-NCR, 04 in Rajasthan-NCR
and 18 in Uttar Pradesh-NCR) operated by concerned agencies in the region.
Out of the 27 new CAAQMS across Delhi-NCR:

o 06 CAAQMS have been installed in Delhi;

e 07 new CAAQMS in Haryana (NCR), 04 in Rajasthan (NCR) and 10 in
Uttar Pradesh (NCR) are in the process of installation.

In addition to the ongoing augmentation, the scientific criteria for future
expansion of the air quality monitoring network in Delhi-NCR has also been
deliberated in detail. It was emphasised that monitoring density must
adequately reflect population distribution, land-use characteristics such as
residential, traffic, industrial and background areas, urban contiguity and the
rapid expansion of peri-urban/suburban regions. The need for grid-based
spatial coverage has been considered. Further, background and border stations
are also required to better understand regional transport of pollutants and
baseline air quality levels influencing Delhi-NCR.

Accordingly, in addition to existing population-based norms for Delhi and
contiguous cities of Ghaziabad, Noida, Greater Noida, Faridabad, Ghaziabad,
Sonepat, norms have been framed for installation of air quality monitoring
stations at approximately one station in each 25 sq. km. (5 km % 5 km grid),
while other district headquarters and cities would have one station per 50 sq.
km. area. Monitoring coverage in peri-urban and suburban areas has also been
identified as critical for assessing inflow and outflow of pollution and
understanding the impact of urban sprawl on regional air quality.

Further, based on above-mentioned criteria, 46 additional stations, including
14 in Delhi, 16 in Haryana (NCR), 01 in Rajasthan (NCR) and 15 in Uttar
Pradesh (NCR), shall be installed to strengthen the air quality monitoring
infrastructure and ensure comprehensive and uniform air quality monitoring
across Delhi-NCR. Taking into account the additional stations, the total
number of CAAQMS in Delhi-NCR would be 157, comprising 60 stations in
Delhi, 45 in Haryana, nine in Rajasthan, and 43 in Uttar Pradesh (NCR).

A Grand Celebration of Talent and Music
at the Flnale of Ghazmbad Idol — Season 3

Ghaziabad, Focus News:The grand and
successful finale of Ghaziabad Idol —
Season 3, organized under the aegis of
Dhindhora Music Private Limited, was
held on January 8, 2026, at Hindi
Bhawan, Lohia Nagar, Ghaziabad. The
event was conducted under the able
leadership and guidance of Chairman Dr.
Mahesh Kumar White and Managing
Director Dr. Mamta Goyal.

The event witnessed the gracious presence
of distinguished personalities from the
music fraternity who served as the
esteemed jury members. The panel of
judges included Dr. Omkar Bhardwaj, Mr.
Gopal Gaur, Dr. Sandhya Rathi, Mr.
Gyandeep, Mr. Sanjay Phillips, Ms.
Seema Saxena, and Mr. Sanam Khan. The

respected judges appreciated the
performances of the participants and
provided valuable guidance and
encouragement.

The program was energetically and
professionally hosted by Mr. Ashish
Bhatnagar and Shaan Hindustani, who
kept the audience engaged and ensured the
event was conducted in a disciplined and
lively manner.

Participants from various parts of the
country mesmerized the audience with
their melodious voices and outstanding
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cover page of the official
magazine of Dhindhora Music
Private Limited. Additionally,
two books authored by Chairman
and renowned litterateur Dr.
Mahesh Kumar White, titled
“Tamanna” and “Tahrir,” were
ceremoniously launched. The

book launch added literary
dignity to the event.
The Special Guest, Mr. Man

Singh Goswami (Vice President,
Western Uttar Pradesh, BJP),
remarked,

“Music and art are the soul of any
society. Platforms like Ghaziabad
ii“ Idol not only bring forward
L young talent but also strengthen

performances. The auditorium resonated
with soulful music, leaving the audience
spellbound and emotionally moved.

The event was the result of months of
dedicated effort by the team of Dhindhora
Music Private Limited. After conducting
extensive auditions over a long period,
deserving talents were selected, and the
remarkable outcome was witnessed on the
grand finale stage.

On this occasion, Chairman Dr. Mahesh
Kumar White stated, “Ghaziabad Idol is
not merely a competition for us, but an
initiative to recognize emerging talents
across the country and provide them with
a powerful platform.”

Managing Director Dr. Mamta Goyal
added, “The objective of Dhindhora
Music Private Limited is to promote art
and music at the grassroots level and
continuously encourage new artists.”
The Chief Guest of the program, Mr.
Mayank Goyal (Metropolitan President,
BJP, Ghaziabad), in his address said,
“Platforms like Ghaziabad Idol play a
significant role in nurturing young talent
and giving them national recognition.
Such events provide a positive direction
to society.”

During the program, Chief Guest Mr.
Mayank Goyal also formally unveiled the

our cultural heritage. The efforts of
Dhindhora Music Private Limited are
truly commendable.”

On this occasion, Dr. Mahesh Kumar
White honored all the guests by presenting
his books, calendars, and mementos,
adding warmth and grace to the ceremony.
Winners of the Competition:

Junior Category

Winner — Aryaman Chhabra

First Runner-up — Ada Srivastava

Second Runner-up — Shraddha Bal
Senior Category

Winner — Damini Kumari

First Runner-up — Rohit Vishwas

Second Runner-up — Prateek Saraf

The success of the program was made
possible by the dedicated efforts of the
entire team of Dhindhora Music Private
Limited. Directors Mr. Alok Kumar and
Mr. Chirag Chaudhary, Manager Mrs.
Riya Singh, Mrs. Ankita Singh, and
organizing team members Mr. Naresh
Kumar Gautam, Mr. Gaurav Singh, Mr.
Ritik, Ms. Yogita, Ms. Neha, Ms. Isha, and
Mr. Jitendra played highly commendable
roles. The finale of Ghaziabad Idol —
Season 3 emerged not just as a music
competition, but as an inspiring and
memorable platform celebrating art,
literature, and emerging talent.

Union Budget 2026-27 Drives Passenger-Centric Railway
Modernisation, Enhanced Safety, and All-Round Regional Development

New Delhi, Focus News: Railway
development across the country has
received a major boost under the Union
Budget, with record allocations to states
aimed at strengthening connectivity,
enhancing passenger safety, modernising
infrastructure, and expanding freight
networks. This sustained investment
reflects the government’s commitment to
all-round  development, positioning
railways as a key driver of economic
growth and logistics efficiency nationwide.
In the Union Budget 2026-27, the
Ministry of Railways has firmly positioned
rail investment as a driver of regional
integration, passenger convenience, and
economic opportunity across states,
aligned with priorities such as high-speed
connectivity, —multi-modal  mobility,
electrification, and secure logistics. Major
states like Uttar Pradesh are poised for
transformation through new bullet-train
corridors between Delhi—Varanasi and
Varanasi—Siliguri, aimed at sharply
reducing travel time between key
economic and  cultural centres,
strengthening  tourism  flows, and
connecting secondary cities along the
route. The proposed Varanasi—Siliguri
corridor will connect important religious,
educational, and medical centres across
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal. The
Delhi—Varanasi high-speed corridor will
enable travel in around 3 hours 50 minutes.
Further, the high-speed rail corridor from
Varanasi via Patna to Siliguri in West
Bengal will enable travel between Varanasi
and Siliguri in about 2 hours and 55
minutes. This connectivity is expected to
create a new economic corridor across the
belt spanning Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and West Bengal, significantly boosting
regional development and economic
activity. West Bengal is similarly set to
benefit from the first high-speed rail
service in eastern India linking Siliguri to
Varanasi, improving inter-regional
mobility and expanding trade and service
opportunities. Across the Northeast and
adjoining regions, record allocations have
triggered new line construction, station
redevelopments, and safety enhancements,
improving connectivity within remote
areas and strengthening links with the rest
of the country. These works are expanding
access to education, healthcare, tourism,
and formal markets, while supporting local
enterprises. A key strategic priority is the
planned 40-km underground rail corridor,
connecting the North East with the rest of

the country. The planning is on to lay
underground railway tracks, and also make
the existing tracks four-line, creating
additional  capacity and ensuring
uninterrupted, resilient rail movement
through this critical transit zone for both
passengers and freight. States such as
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh
have completed 100% electrification and
are upgrading stations under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme, improving rail
safety, sustainability, and passenger
facilities. In mineral and industrial belts,
projects in Jharkhand and the Rowghat—
Jagdalpur line in Chhattisgarth are
strengthening freight linkages and regional
economic activity. In Southern India, the
state-wise railway allocations are clearly
geared towards high-impact passenger
connectivity, anchored around the
emerging high-speed rail ‘“diamond”
linking Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Chennai
and adjoining urban centres. This network
will significantly compress travel times
between the south’s major economic
engines, enabling seamless movement
across the IT, manufacturing and services
corridors. Bengaluru, as India’s principal
technology hub, stands to gain the most,
becoming far more accessible for business
travel, talent mobility and inter-state
commuting. After the completion of the
high speed corridor, Chennai—Bengaluru
will take about 1 hour 13 minutes,
Bengaluru—Hyderabad around 2 hours,
and Chennai—Hyderabad around 2 hours
55 minutes. This network is expected to
serve as a powerful growth multiplier for
Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry,
significantly boosting regional
development. In Maharashtra, the major
share of the allocation is focused on high-
impact, capacity-enhancing projects,
particularly the Mumbai—Pune high-speed
rail corridor, expansion of congested trunk
routes, modernisation and redevelopment
of key stations, and strengthening of
suburban and inter-city rail services to
support the state’s rapidly growing
passenger and freight demand. In western
and central India, the upcoming Mumbai—
Pune high-speed corridor will reduce
travel time to around 48 minutes,
effectively integrating the two major
urban centres. Further connectivity from
Pune to Hyderabad in around 1 hour 55
minutes, and onward links to southern
hubs, will create a continuous high-speed
spine  across regions, benefiting

passengers and regional economies alike.
In the Himalayan and northern regions,
the budget is set to boost economic
access, tourism, and all-weather mobility.
Uttarakhand’s Rishikesh—Karnaprayag
line, featuring complex tunnels, will
improve access to remote areas, reduce
travel time, and support pilgrim and
tourist flows, alongside broader
investments in electrification and safety
upgrades. Himachal Pradesh will see
focused support for network expansion,
modernisation, and electrification,
enhancing passenger convenience in hilly
terrain. In Jammu & Kashmir,
strengthened rail links, including
extensions toward Uri, will ensure year-
round connectivity despite winter
disruptions, benefiting passengers and
local economies. Freight efficiency is
being strengthened through the East—West
Dedicated Freight Corridor from Dankuni
(West Bengal) to Surat (Gujarat), passing
through Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, and
Maharashtra. This corridor will enable
faster and more reliable movement of
goods, ease congestion on passenger lines,
reduce logistics costs, and support
industrial and trade growth across these
key economic states. For passengers, these
initiatives mean shorter travel times, safer
and more comfortable trains, modernised
stations, reduced overcrowding, and
improved last-mile connectivity. At the
same time, Indian Railways’ long-term
goal of 3,000 million tonnes of freight
loading will be supported through
dedicated freight corridors, modern
locomotives, upgraded tracks, and
advanced signaling, allowing goods to
move faster without disrupting passenger
services. Higher capital investment across
states will create jobs, boost regional
development, and strengthen local
economies. With strong coordination
between the Union and state governments,
the vision of Viksit Bharat can be realised.
Following the policy announcement,
detailed planning and implementation will
now begin to turn this vision into reality.
State-wise Rail Budget Allocation
Details: Andhra Pradesh: Andhra Pradesh
has witnessed a remarkable
transformation in its railway
infrastructure, with the annual average
budget for the state and Telangana
increasing elevenfold from X886 crore in
2009-14 to 10,134 crore in 2026-27.
This significant investment has supported
ongoing projects worth 392,649 crore.
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India’s Ease of Doing Business Performance Strengthened;
World Bank B-READY Assessment Scheduled in 2026

THE WORLD BAN <

IBRD - IDA

New Delhi, Focus News: In the last 5 years, India have improved
by 79 ranks in EoDB rankings published by World Bank Group as
Doing Business Report. As per the latest DBR ranking published
in 2019, India ranked at 63. Following the discontinuation of the
DBR Report in 2020, the World Bank launched the B-Ready
Assessment in 2024 to evaluate 180+ countries over three years
across 10 topics spanning the entire business lifecycle: Business
Entry, Business Location, Utility Services, Labor, Financial
Services, International Trade, Taxation, Dispute Resolution,
Market Competition, and Business Insolvency. India is to be part
of the Third B-Ready Report, schedule to release in 2026. With a
view to improve India's business climate, attract investments, and
foster economic growth, Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has launched several initiatives
including Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) under the overall
umbrella initiative of Ease of Doing Business. BRAP initiative was
launched in 2014 by the Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT). It focuses on streamlining regulations,
reducing compliance burdens, and implementing digital solutions
to improve the business environment in India. Key reforms include
establishing single window systems, simplifying building
permissions, enhancing inspection procedures, and digitizing
various business processes. These reforms aim to make India a
more attractive destination for both domestic and foreign
investment. So far, seven editions of BRAP (2015, 2016, 2017-18,
2019, 2020, 2022 and 2024) have been completed, wherein
States/UTs have been assessed. The seventh edition, BRAP 2024,
is currently in progress. Over 9,700 reforms have been carried out
across States and Union Territories. State/UT Ranking on Ease of
Doing Business. Under the Regulatory Compliance Burden (RCB)
initiative, launched by the Government of India in 2020, Central
Ministries/Departments and States/UTs undertook a self-
identification exercise to reduce burdensome compliances for
businesses and citizens. As a result, over 47,000 compliances have
been reduced during the last five years.

Of the total compliances reduced:

16,109 compliances were simplified, 22,287 compliances were
digitized, 4,623 compliances were decriminalized, and

4,270 compliances were eliminated by removal of redundant and
duplicative requirements.

Further, under the RCB+ initiative, 4,846 compliances have been
reduced out of 6,262 identified compliances across 23 Acts
commonly implemented by States/UTs.

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023 was
passed in both Houses of the Parliament (Lok Sabha on 27th July
2023, Rajya Sabha on 02nd August 2023) and received President's
Assent on 11th August 2023. The Act decriminalizes 183
provisions under 42 Acts administered by 19 Ministries/
Departments. The Act employs various approaches to
decriminalization, including the removal of both imprisonment
and fines, conversion of imprisonment and/or fine into penalties,
and the introduction of compounding of offenses in certain cases.
DPIT on recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee
initiated the process of further identifying minor criminal
provisions to be compiled for another common amendment bill.
The Jan Vishwas (Amendments of Provisions) Bill, 2025 was
approved by the Union Cabinet on 12.08.2025 and was
subsequently laid before the Lok Sabha on 18 August 2025.
Thereafter, the Bill was referred to the Select Committee
constituted under the Chairmanship of Shri Tejasvi Surya. At
present, the Bill is under examination by the said Committee.
This exercise builds on the success of the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023 by expanding the reform
agenda to cover 16 Central Acts administered by 10
Ministries/Departments. A total of 355 provisions are proposed to
be amended 288 provisions decriminalized to foster Ease of Doing
Business, and 67 provisions proposed to be amended to facilitate
Ease of Living. To systematically reduce regulatory overlaps and
eliminate redundant compliances, the Government adopted a
multi-stage institutional and analytical approach under the RCB
initiative. Key measures undertaken include:

Conducting  self-identification  exercises by  Central
Ministries/Departments and States/UTs to identify overlapping,
obsolete and duplicative compliances, which led to the
identification of over 47,000 compliances for review.

Analytical mapping by DPIIT of more than 42,000 reduced
compliances across over 670 unique Acts to identify common
regulatory provisions and overlapping compliance requirements
across States/UTs.

Identification of 23 Acts under which more than 10 States/UTs had
undertaken compliance reduction, and inclusion of these Acts
under the RCB+ initiative for focused harmonisation and
rationalisation.

Review of 6,262 compliances under these Acts, resulting in the
reduction of 4,846 compliances, thereby addressing inter-State and
intra-regulatory duplication.

These measures have enabled elimination of redundant
compliances, reduction of regulatory overlaps, and harmonisation
of regulatory frameworks across jurisdictions.

The Government of India has undertaken a series of
comprehensive reforms under the Business Reform Action Plan
(BRAP), which cut across critical areas such as Labour,
Environment, Land Administration, and Taxation. These measures
have significantly reduced both turnaround time and cost for
setting up and operating businesses in the country. The intent of
the Government is clear—to create a favorable and enabling
environment for enterprises, thereby strengthening India’s position
as an attractive investment destination.

BRAP, true to its dynamic nature, has continuously evolved to
incorporate additional reforms, focus sectors, and the adoption
of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for
delivering quality and efficient services to businesses.

All India Institute of Ayurveda Signs MoU with General Insurance Council
to Provide Cashless Treatment Facility under 32 Insurance Companies

New Delhi, Focus News: In a significant milestone towards integrating
Ayurveda with the mainstream health insurance ecosystem, the All India
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), New Delhi, an autonomous institute under
the Ministry of Ayush, has signed a Common Empanelment
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the General Insurance
Council (GIC) on 10 February 2026. With this agreement, AIIA has been
empanelled with all 32 general insurance companies under the General
Insurance Council, enabling patients to avail cashless treatment facilities
for eligible Ayurveda-based healthcare services. The MoU was formally
signed by Prof. (Vaidya) P. K. Prajapati, Director, AIIA, and Shri Segar
Sampathkumar, Director (Health), General Insurance Council, in the

w august presence of Prof. Bejon Kumar Misra, Chairman, Core Group of
Experts on Ayush Health Insurance. The event was also attended by Prof. (Dr.) Mahesh Vyas, Dean (Ph.D.), Prof. (Dr.) R. K. Yadav, Dean
(PG), Dr. Alka Kapoor, Director Medical Services (DMS), and other senior faculty members of AIIA. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. (Vaidya)
P. K. Prajapati, Director, AIIA, said that with the signing of this MoU, AIIA has become eligible to provide cashless treatment services under
all 32 insurance companies associated with the General Insurance Council. He expressed gratitude to the Ministry of Ayush and the entire AITA
team for their sustained efforts and stated that this initiative would significantly benefit patients by improving access, affordability, and trust in
Ayurveda-based healthcare. Congratulating the AITA team, Prof. Bejon Kumar Misra, Chairman, Core Group of Experts on Ayush Health
Insurance, stated that this was the first time in the country that an Ayush institution has entered into a formal empanelment agreement with the
General Insurance Council. He added that the availability of cashless treatment facilities at AIIA is expected to enhance patient confidence,
expand outreach to a wider population, strengthen institutional credibility, and contribute to increased patient inflow and sustainable growth of
Ayush healthcare services. On the occasion, Prof. Misra also highlighted a key initiative of the Ministry of Ayush aimed at facilitating insurance-
related support for Ayush treatments. For the first time, the Ministry has launched a dedicated Ayush Health Insurance Helpline to assist
beneficiaries in resolving insurance-related queries and improving awareness about Ayush insurance coverage.

PM GatiShakti Network Planning Group Evaluates
352 Infrastructure Projects Worth X16.10 Lakh Crore

New Delhi, Focus News: PM GatiShakti National Master Plan (PMGS NMP),
a transformative approach for planning and development of infrastructure in
the country, was launched in October 2021. The Network Planning Group
(NPG), constituted under the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan (PMGS-
NMP) framework, evaluates the critical infrastructure projects of the Central
Government to ensure integrated planning, multimodality, inter-modality,
synchronization of efforts, last mile connectivity, comprehensive development
in and around the project location, data-driven decision makings, etc at the
planning stage. As on date, 352 infrastructure projects with total estimated
cost of X 16.10 Lakh Crore have been evaluated through the NPG mechanism.
Out of these 352 projects, 201 projects have been sanctioned - out of which, i§
167 projects are under implementation. Ministry of Finance, Department of [y
Expenditure through Part-1I (for PM Gati Shakti related expenditure) of the |3
"Scheme for Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment for 2022-23"
made a provision of X 5000 crores for disbursement among the States for infrastructure development in the form of 50 years interest-free loan.
Details of projects of the States, approved under the Part-II of the “Scheme for Special Assistance to the States for Capital Investment” and
funds allocated. Monitoring of implementation of ongoing Central Sector Projects, including the infrastructure projects planned and evaluated
under the PM Gati Shakti framework, costing 3150 crore and above are carried out by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI). A detailed flash report, showing status, cost overruns etc., is being published from July 2025 onwards on PAIMANA (Project
Assessment Infrastructure Monitoring and Analytics for Nation Building) portal (i.e. https://ipm.mospi.gov.in/ReportPage). Further, an
institutional mechanism, i.e. Project Monitoring Group (PMG), has been set up with the objective of milestone-bases monitoring of projects
and for expediting issue resolution and fast tracking the execution of large-scale infrastructure projects (having estimated cost of Rs.500 Crore
& above). PMG has implemented a unique 5-tier Escalation framework that ensures issues are addressed at the appropriate level, beginning
with the respective Ministry for regular issues and escalating upto the PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation) forum
for complex issues. This approach streamlines the review mechanism, prevents duplication and enables higher authorities to focus on critical
issues. To resolve bottlenecks and ensure timely completion of projects, the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan has been integrated with the
PMG that has expedited resolution of issues and regulatory bottlenecks in implementation of the projects. This information was given by the
Minister of State for Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Jitin Prasada, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha.
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