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What's in It?

» Creative challenges: Tagline, Logo,
Mascot & Theme Song contests

» A platform to give ASMITA its identity,
voice and energy

» 0pportunity to contribute to wom-
en-led sports transformation under
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Five Point Five opens 2026 with its annual
Doha pop -up —

N ew Delhl, Focus NEws Five P01nt Five
begins 2026 by completing three years of
the brand and opening the year with its

annual international
pop-up in Doha,
titled ‘The Doha
Chapter.” Held from
9-11 January 2026,
this marked the
label’s fourth
showcase in Doha,
strengthening  its
long-standing
relationship with its
growing community
in Qatar. Conceived
as an intimate,
private showcase,
‘The Doha Chapter’
was curated
exclusively for the
Five Point Five
circle the brand has
built in Qatar over
the years. The edit

stayed true to the

label’s philosophy of thoughtful curation
and craft-led storytelling, while
introducing a distinctive new narrative.
The highlight of the showcase was a
limited-edition capsule that brought
together the textile legacies of Benaras
and Gujarat. Crafted on a base of soft silk,

the fabric is first woven in Benaras and
then sent to Gujarat, where it is adorned
with traditional hand-dyed Kutch Bandhej

and Ajrakh hand-
block printing. The
result is a seamless
blend of crafts from
two distinct regions,
creating saris that
are deeply rooted yet
refreshingly
contemporary.
Alongside its sari
offerings, Five Point
Five also presented
its recently
diversified product
range, including suit
sets and a curated
selection of suit
fabrics, extending
the brand’s textile
language while
remaining aligned
with its core
aesthetic.

Speaking about the Doha showcase, Usha
Ravishankar, a supporter of Five Point
Five in Doha and former broadcast
journalist with Doordarshan shared, "I am
truly enchanted by the exquisite display of
weaves; the collection was nothing short
of mesmerizing - a splendid tapestry of

‘The Doha Chapter

artistry, tradition and innovation woven
seamlessly into each piece. It fills me with
immense pride to see how passionately the
brand engages with weavers and uplifts
communities from the grassroots."

Reflecting on the brand’s journey and its
fourth showcase in Doha, founders
Radhika Jain and Nitin Singla added,
"Completing three years of Five Point Five
and beginning 2026 with our fourth
showcase in Doha feels deeply
meaningful. ‘The Doha Chapter’ is a
reflection of our belief in thoughtful
curation, respectful craft collaborations,
and the quiet power of building a

Delegation of Transport Associations
calls on Chief Secretary, Ladakh

Leh, Focus News: A combined delegation of the All Kargil Transport
Association (AKTA) and the All Leh Transport Association (ALTA), led by
their presidents, Adv. Riyaz Ahmed and Dorjey Angchok, with their executive
members, today called on the Chief Secretary, UT Ladakh, Shri Ashish
Kundra, at the UT Secretariat in Leh. During the meeting, the delegation
welcomed the Chief Secretary and apprised him of various issues and concerns
being faced by transporters across Ladakh. The members raised key matters
related to the implementation of Vehicle Location Tracking Devices (VLTD),
difficulties being faced with authorised vendors, and the need to ensure smooth
and transparent procedures in this regard. The delegation also highlighted
problems related to the fitness certification of vehicles, particularly in remote
areas where access to testing facilities remains limited. They further brought
to the notice of the Chief Secretary the challenges faced by transport operators
in obtaining and renewing inter-state permits through the Regional Transport
Office (RTO). The Chief Secretary gave a patient hearing to the delegation
and assured them that their genuine issues would be examined, directing the
concerned departments to take appropriate steps for their resolution.

Experts Call for Al-Enabled Farm-Gate Quality and
Traceability to Strengthen India’s Medicinal Plant Supply Chain

community that values Indian textiles
beyond borders." With ‘The Doha Chapter’,
Five Point Five not only marked a milestone
year while reaffirming its commitment to
community-driven showcases, honouring
Indian crafts, and presenting them within a
global cultural context.

Pratibimb brings God’s Lioness to Bengaluru
after a successful Delhi, Gurugram run

Bengaluru, Focus News: Pratibimb
Theatre Company arrives in
Bengaluru this January with its latest
production, God’s Lioness,
following a successful run in Delhi
and Gurugram. The 80-minute

production reframes the
Mahabharata through a
contemporary feminist and
metaphysical lens, centring

Draupadi’s voice in a journey of
silence, awakening, and choice.
Bengaluru Tour Dates

23 Jan 2026: Ranga Shankara,
Bengaluru

24 Jan 2026: Jagriti Theatre,
Bengaluru

29 Jan 2026: MAHE, Bengaluru
Tickets and Information

About the Production : God’s
Lioness places Draupadi at the centre,
charting her journey through Expose,
Agency, and Choice. In this staging,
characters become metaphors for
existential forces: Draupadi as
womanhood, Kunti as society,
Krishna as the divine
or the universe, and
the Pandavas, with
Karna, as the male

with contemporary storytelling, using puppets and masks not just
as spectacle but as living metaphors for agency, control, and inner
truth. Director Prof. Satyabrata Rout describes the work as an
inward, metaphysical inquiry in which Draupadi’s long-held
silence transforms into a fierce reclamation of dignity and self-

determination.

For tickets and show details, please refer to —
Ranga Shankara https://in.bookmyshow.com/plays/gods-lioness/ET00477694
Jagriti Theatre https://in.bookmyshow.com/plays/god-s-lioness/ET00479364

experience. The play blends traditional performance vocabularies

Key Credits Playwright: Mrinal
Mathur, Scenography and Direction:
Prof. Satyabrata Rout

Lighting Design: Raghav Prakash
Mishra, Music and Vocals: Vipin Kumar
Varman, Narendra Kumar

Costume: Vidushi Sharma

Stage Manager: Susheel Kant Mishra
Production Management: Harsh Raj,
Charvi Gupta

Publicity: Shubhajeet Dasgupta

Cast and Ensemble

Keshav: Suman Saha

Draupadi: Richa Srivastava

Kunti: Priyanka Sharma

Karna: Akshay Singh Thakur

The Pandavas: Puppets operated by the
actors

Produced by

Pratibimb Theatre Company.

About Pratibimb Theatre Company:
With roots that go back nearly five
decades, Pratibimb has been revived
with a clear artistic mission: to
reimagine stories and myths that have
become conventionally accepted, and to
bridge ancient
mythology with
contemporary
feminist discourse,

creating theatre that is both thought-provoking and visually
arresting. Richa Srivastava is the managing trustee of Pratibimb
Theatre Company, a collective founded by her parents in Uttar
Pradesh in the 1980s. Over the years, the company staged
powerful works by masters like Badal Sarkar, Vijay Tendulkar,
and Girish Karnad, always with one belief at its core: theatre as

a reflection of life.

APEDA Inaugurates Regional Office in Raipur to Boost

New Delhi, Focus News: In a s1gn1ﬁcant step

Agri and Processed Food Exports from Chhattisgarh

towards positioning Chhattisgarh as a major hub
for agricultural and processed food exports, the
Regional Office of the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA) was inaugurated at Raipur
during the 2nd India International Rice Summit
held in Chhattisgarh. The inauguration was
attended by Minister of Health and Family
Welfare and Minister of Medical Education,
Government of Chhattisgarh, Shri Shyam Bihari
Jaiswal,
Chhattisgarh with its rich and diverse agri-

along with other dignitaries

ecosystem offers 51gn1ﬁcant export potential across a wide range of products. These include premium non-basmati rice varieties
and Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged products such as Jeeraphool Rice and Nagri Dubraj Rice. The State also produces a variety
of fruits and vegetables including guava, banana, dragon fruit, jackfruit, custard apple, tomato and cucumber, along with important
minor forest produce such as mahua, tamarind, herbal and medicinal plants, providing strong opportunities to expand its presence
in global markets. The establishment of the APEDA Regional Office in Raipur marks an important milestone for Chhattisgarh’s
agrarian economy. The new office will facilitate farmers, producer groups, cooperatives and exporters by providing services such
as export registration, advisory support, market intelligence, certification assistance, export facilitation, infrastructure development
and market linkage support. Recently, the APEDA Regional Office in Raipur also facilitated the export of fortified rice kernels
from Chhattisgarh to Costa Rica and Papua New Guinea. Addressing the occasion, Chief Minister Shri Vishnu Deo Sai stated that
the opening of the APEDA Regional Office in Raipur is a mission to integrate Chhattisgarh’s farmers with the global economy.

New Delhi, Focus News: Experts
across the Ministry of Ayush
institutions  including  National
Medicinal Plant Board (NMPB) has
called for Artificial intelligence (Al)
and related technologies to monitor,
verify, and document the quality and
journey of medicinal plants right from
the farm (the "farm-gate") through the
entire supply chain, in a two-day
National Seminar on “Design and
Development of Tools for Quality
Assessment of Medicinal Plants at
Farm Gates”. The seminar held on 8—
9 January 2026 at the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Delhi, brought
national focus to India’s medicinal
plant  sector—assured  quality,
traceability, and standardisation of
raw materials at the point of origin.
The seminar convened policymakers,
scientists, technologists, industry
leaders, and researchers to deliberate
on strengthening farm-gate quality
systems as a foundation for the
sustainable growth and global
competitiveness of India’s Ayush and
medicinal plant ecosystem. The
seminar was inaugurated with
keynote addresses by Prof. Dr.
Mahesh Kumar Dadhich, Chief
Executive Officer, NMPB, and Prof.
Dr. Tanuja Nesari, Director, Institute
of Teaching and Research in
Ayurveda (ITRA). Their addresses set
the national policy and scientific
context for quality-driven growth,
emphasising the need to integrate
innovation, regulation, and traditional
knowledge to build global confidence
in Indian medicinal plant raw
materials. Technical sessions on Day
One examined the entire medicinal
plant value chain—from sustainable
cultivation and regenerative
agriculture to Al-enabled quality
assessment, digital traceability, and
supply-chain integration. Experts
from ICAR-Directorate of Medicinal
and Aromatic Plants Research
(DMAPR), IIT Delhi, the World
Health Organization (WHO), the
Ministry of Ayush , Central Council
for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences
(CCRAS), Himalaya Wellness, and
Herbalscape Crops shared evidence-
based insights and field experiences.
The discussions highlighted that India
is both technically and institutionally
prepared to adopt Al-based
diagnostics, digital phenotyping, and
integrated  quality frameworks,
reinforcing the credibility of Indian
medicinal plant raw materials in
domestic as well as international
markets. Day Two was dedicated to
roadmap building through two

structured expert brainstorming
sessions on Integration of Artificial
Intelligence in the Indian Medicinal
Plant Industry, and use of Blockchain
Technology  for  Supply-Chain
Transparency and Traceability. The
sessions resulted in a strong
consensus that digital tools at the
farm gate—such as portable quality-
testing devices, Al-enabled decision-
support systems, and
blockchain-based traceability
platforms—are no longer optional but
essential to ensure authenticity,
safety, and global competitiveness of
Indian herbal raw materials. The
seminar  delivered clear and
actionable outcomes aligned with the
objectives of NMPB and the Ministry
of Ayush. It enabled rare national-
level convergence among policy
institutions, scientific bodies, industry
stakeholders, and global health
organisations, fostering integrated
solutions rather than fragmented
interventions. Participants
unanimously underscored that quality
must be built at the point of origin,
directly supporting NMPB’s mandate
to empower primary producers and
collectors. The deliberations validated
the practical deployment of Al and
digital tools to reduce adulteration,
variability, and farmer losses, while
also establishing the critical role of
blockchain-enabled end-to-end
traceability  for  exports and
pharmacopoeial compliance. The
seminar also  highlighted the
integration of traditional knowledge
systems such as Vriksha Ayurveda
with modern quality-control
frameworks, demonstrating how
India’s heritage can be scientifically
validated and digitised to strengthen
global acceptance. Strong emphasis
was placed on capacity building, with
participants gaining exposure to
advanced tools, standards, and
evolving policy directions.

The seminar laid a robust foundation
for developing a national framework
for Al-enabled, traceable, and
standardised medicinal plant supply
chains. The outcomes directly support
the national priorities of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Make in India, while
reinforcing India’s leadership in the
global Ayush sector The deliberations
strongly underscored the need for
continued and expanded support for
pilot projects, technology
deployment, and  farmer-level
capacity building under NMPB-
supported initiatives, positioning
farm-gate quality as a cornerstone of
India’s medicinal plant economy.
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EU leaders Antonio Costa, Ursula von der Leyen to visit India from Jan 25—27 attend Republic Day as Chief Guests

The President of the European Council, 2020. This high-profile visit Surnmlt the official MEA  Summit will further deepen the India-
Antonio Luis Santos da Costa, and the follows closely on the heels release noted. India and EU Strategic Partnership and advance

President of the European Commission, of German  Chancellor the European Union have collaboration in priority areas of mutual
Ursula von der Leyen, will visit India  Friedrich Merz's trip to India, been strategic partners interest,” MEA  said in  its
from 25-27 January 2026, according to  which focused on since 2004, the ministry announcement dated 15 January.

an official statement by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has extended an
invitation to EU leaders to attend the
77th Republic Day celebrations in New

strengthening economic and
security cooperation between
India and the European
Union's largest economy.
Merz visited India on 12

said, noting that bilateral
ties between India and the
EU have strengthened over
the years and deepened
across a wide range of

India-EU FTA: On 9 January 2026,
India and the European Union (EU) held
talks in Brussels on the proposed FTA,
reaffirming their commitment to a rules-
based trading framework and a modern

Delhi as chief guests, the ministry said. January 2026. areas, particularly economic partnership that protects the
During the visit, the leaders will also co-  Plans for their visit : During following the historic visit interests of farmers and MSMEs. After
chair the 16th India-EU Summit on 27 the visit, President Costa and of the European a gap of more than nine years, India and

Commission to India in
February 2025. “Participation of EU
leaders as Chief Guests at the 77th
Republic Day and the 16th India-EU

Kalyan Jewellers to Grandly Unveil Flagship

South Extension Showroom on 17 January

-
KALYAN

JUEM EXE BB RS

January 2026, as India and the European
Union move forward with talks on a free

President von der Leyen will — : : :
meet the Indian President Droupadi Minister Modi. An India-EU Business
trade agreement. The previous India-EU  Murmu, and hold “restricted and Forum is also expected to be organised
Summit was held virtually on 15 July delegation-level talks” with Prime Ol the sidelines of the India-EU

From Rani Mukerji, Sheena Chohan, to Sobhita Dhulipala, to Huma
Qureshi, Meet Actresses Who Are All Set To Rule The Cop Universe In 2026

Mumbai, Focus News: 2026 is
emerging as a landmark year for
women-led crime and law
enforcement narratives in Indian
cinema, with a powerful lineup
of actresses stepping into the

the EU bloc resumed negotiations in
June 2022 on a comprehensive FTA, an
investment protection agreement and a
pact on geographical indications.

police and investigative spaces. __ _GRAND
The growing demand for UNVEILING OF
grounded crime thrillers and FLAGSHIP SHOWRDOM
performance- centric storytelling AT SOUTH EXTENSION ON
is placing female cops at the 17™ JANUARY, 2026
center of mainstream

entertainment, as actresses

embrace roles built on

conviction, realism, and

authority.

Rani Mukherji In Mardaani 3:
Among the names leading this

wave is actress Rani Mukherji
with Mardaani 3, continuing her
long-standing  portrayal of
Senior Inspector Shivani Shivaji =
Roy — a franchise widely credited for
opening mainstream space for women in
uniform narratives. Mukerji’s presence
remains a benchmark reference within the
genre. Joining her in the genre’s evolving
space are established and emerging names
commanding strong audience attention.

Sheena Chohan In Jhatasya Maranam
Dhruvam: Sheena Chohan, who makes
her entry into the cop universe with a
striking new police avatar for her
upcoming Pan-Indian film Jhatasya
Maranam Dhruvam. Sheena, acclaimed
for her theatre foundation and work across
both Indian and international projects,
brings a credible, no-frills interpretation to
the uniform, signaling her gravitation

toward strong, structured characters. Her
look and narrative positioning align with
the industry’s current emphasis on
authenticity and restraint rather than
stylized theatrics, marking her a pan India
talent to watch in the expanding female

cop landscape of 2026.
Sobhita Dhulipala In Cheekatilo:
Sobhita Dhulipala steps into the

investigative format with the Telugu crime
thriller Cheekatilo, a project rooted in
layered policing and psychological crime
world-building.  Known  for  her
understated intensity, Dhulipala’s move
reinforces the rise of cerebral investigative
dramas across industries.

Huma Qureshi In Bayaan: Huma

Qureshi leads Bayaan, a procedural crime
narrative driven by a female investigator
navigating high-stakes policing
environments. Qureshi’s grounded screen
authority and performance credibility
make her a natural fit for the emerging
law-enforcement format.

With these projects collectively in
motion, 2026 is set to be dominated by
women in uniform as the female cop
universe gains prominence across
multiple languages and platforms. As
Sheena Chohan enters the space
alongside leading names, the coming year
signals a stronger, more visible presence
for women-led law-enforcement
storytelling in mainstream cinema.

New Delhi, Focus News: Kalyan
Jewellers, one of India’s most trusted
and leading jewellery brands, will
grandly unveil its flagship showroom
at South Extension on 17 January
2026. The re-launch marks a
significant milestone for the brand,
introducing a redesigned space that
reflects elegance, innovation, and
world-class retail standards. The
flagship South Extension showroom
has been thoughtfully reimagined with
contemporary interiors, enhanced
layouts, and sophisticated display
zones. The upgraded store will
showcase an extensive collection of
gold, diamond, precious stone, and
bridal jewellery, catering to evolving
customer preferences while celebrating
timeless craftsmanship.

Designed to deliver an immersive and

premium shopping experience, the

showroom combines modern
aesthetics with  customer-centric
features such as improved lighting,
spacious  browsing areas, and
personalized service zones. The re-
launch reinforces Kalyan Jewellers’
commitment to blending tradition with
modern luxury.

True to its core values, Kalyan
Jewellers will continue to uphold its
promise of transparency and trust by
offering BIS hallmarked gold, certified
diamonds, and clear pricing policies at
the  South Extension flagship
showroom. The grand unveiling on 17
January 2026 further strengthens
Kalyan Jewellers’ presence in the
capital and underlines the brand’s
dedication to excellence, craftsmanship,
and customer confidence.

NPS Vatsalya Scheme revamped: New rules aim to

strengthen long-term financial protection for children i
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New Delhi: In a fresh development related to the NPS Vatsalya
scheme launched for children, the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) has issued new and important
guidelines. These changes are aimed at making the scheme more
flexible, transparent, and beneficial for families, providing investors
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for minor children.

The scheme gives the option to parents or guardians to invest in this
scheme in their child's name to provide them with financial security
and pension benefits in the future. Under the scheme officially
launched on September 18, 2024, investments are continued until
the child reaches 18 years of age. Later, these children have the
option to continue the account or choose other alternatives.

Up to 75 per cent of the amount can be allocated to equities:
According to the new rules, up to 75 per cent of the amount invested
in NPS Vatsalya can be allocated to equities (the stock market). This
step will enhance the chances of better potential returns. While
traditional pension schemes have been known for the problem of
low returns, the increased investment in equities will help build a
strong fund for the child's future.

Once five years of the investment cycle are completed, guardians
get the option to make partial withdrawals for needs, including the
child's education, serious illness, or medical treatment.
Withdrawal of up to 25% of the accumulated contribution :

Online facility has been provided to

Fueo
DO

Card Ishee Divie (D0-MB,

update mobile number in the
portal without visiting RTOs.

Visit following websites to Update Now

or
Scan QR below to update instantly

The new rules allow for a withdrawal of up to 25 per cent of the |, 'T' F. B

total accumulated contribution in three instalments. This makes ] e d

the scheme helpful not only for retirement but also for meeting hl: "I

temporary needs. .1*'|_'-L|

As the child turns 18, he/she will have options such as continuing

the account for three more years, transferring it to a regular NPS -_-I'

account, or withdrawing the amount. Once the scheme matures, &

up to 80 per cent of the accumulated corpus can be withdrawn as '

a lump sum, while the remaining 20 per cent must be used to VAHAN SARATHI
purchase an annuity. However, if the total accumulated amount is

less than Rs 8 lakh, the entire corpus can be withdrawn in one go. e . o 2 i
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This New Year, pledge for a
Swasth Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat
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Avushman Bhara

PLEDGE

®@ Participate @ Engage @Strengthen Awareness




