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FOCUS NEWS

Ministry of Labour & Employment Signs MoU with Microsoft
in Presence of Mansukh Mandaviya and Satya Nadella

New Delhi, Focus News: The Ministry of Labour & Employment signed a
landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Microsoft in the
presence of Union Minister for Labour & Employment and Youth Affairs &
Sports, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya and CEO, Microsoft, Mr. Satya Nadella, in
New Delhi today. This collaboration represents a major step in expanding
employment linkages, scaling Al-led skilling, and preparing India’s workforce
for global opportunities. A central feature of the partnership is Microsoft’s
commitment to encourage 15,000+ employers and partners from its extensive
international network onto the Ministry’s National Career Service (NCS)
platform. This will significantly broaden formal job access, support high-
growth sectors, and enable India to develop a skilled workforce not only for
domestic demand but also for the world, strengthening pathways for
international mobility of Indian professionals and youth. The MoU will also
expand Al-driven skilling initiatives through DigiSaksham, equipping millions
of young people with future-ready capabilities in Al, cloud technologies,
cybersecurity, and productivity tools. These efforts will contribute to building
a workforce aligned with global standards and emerging industry needs. Union
Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya welcomed the partnership, noting that it
reflects a shared ambition to leverage India’s favourable demographic dividend
and create a globally competitive, digitally skilled, and future-ready
workforce. He emphasised that Microsoft’s participation will accelerate job
access, deepen skilling, and enhance India’s leadership in global labour
mobility. “India has achieved a historic milestone in social protection, with
coverage rising from 19% in 2015 to an impressive 64.3% in 2025, benefiting
over 94 crore citizens. By embedding Al into platforms like e-Shram and the
National Career Service, we are fortifying social security and moving closer
to our goal of social protection to 100 crore citizens by March 2026,” Dr.
Mandaviya further added. During the discussion, Mr. Nadella appreciated
India’s remarkable expansion of social protection coverage, noting that India
has now reached 64.3% coverage, benefiting 940 million people. He
specifically praised the e-Shram initiative for bringing millions of unorganised
workers into the social protection net and strengthening India’s ability to
design worker-centric policies based on real-time data. Nadella also expressed
Microsoft’s interest in supporting India’s journey toward building an
Employment Digital Public Infrastructure (Employment DPI) and expressed
Microsoft’s willingness to support this journey in the next phase,

Italy aims for 700 billion Euro exports by 2027; India is a
key partner: Deputy Prime Minister of Italy, Antonio Tajani

Mumbai, Focus News: Antonio Tajani,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Italy today while addressing
the ‘Italy-India Business Forum’, said
there is need to collaborate more in areas
like innovation, research and education,
which are essential for global
competitiveness. “I see strong potential in
India. Italy aims for 700 billion euros in
exports by 2027, and India is a key
partner. Many Italian companies are active
in India and sectors like sports;
automotive industry offer further
opportunities. We want to invest more in
India, increase our exports, and welcome
Indian investments in Italy,” he added. He
further stated that Indian market has
opportunities and key sectors for Italian
companies include sports, automotive,
defence, pharma, space along with culture.
“We want to invest in your (India)
country, export more to India along with
increased investments. We also want to
become part of Indian innovation strategy.
Innovation for industries is fundamental.
We are proud of our strategic partnership
and want to support our diplomacy for
growth,” he highlighted.

Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce &
Industry, Govt of India said that this is the
third business engagement in last eight
months. It reflects the strong bond
between our countries, and we are
working on strengthening our strategic
ties, advancing the EU-India FTA, and
creating joint business and investment
opportunities, he added. “Together we will
work to make sure that India-Italy
relationship will become the defining
relationship of 21st century. India is
committed towards the FTA which will
create the enabling framework which will
be a fair, equitable and balanced Free
Trade Agreement. It will be a win-win for
EU and India, and we should be able to get

Centre Releases over 87 Crores as XV Finance
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this over the line,” he
emphasized.

Goyal also stated that India and Italy are
taking  proactive  steps  towards
implementation of the Italy-India Joint
Strategic Action Plan across key sectors
including trade, investment, research,
innovation, and people-to-people ties.
Highlighting key sectors with investment
opportunities, he said that auto
components, textiles, leather goods are
some of the areas where Indian and Italian
industry can jointly work. Indian
companies are willing to work in areas
like R&D, technology, innovation, sports
goods, defence, space technologies, agri
and processed foods. “Sports is an
important sector for us since India is
hosting the Commonwealth Games in
2030 and making a bid for the Olympics
for 2036. India is keen to bring the
sporting culture in the country,” noted Mr
Goyal. Speaking on the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic (IMEC) Corridor,
Mr Goyal said that it will pave the way for
smoother and fast flow of goods. He
further stated that there is a need to bring
down cost of raw materials in order to
make our supply chains more resilient. “In

finishing

an era where we are seeing weaponization
of trade, we cannot take the risk associated
with concentrated geography for supply
chains. It is important that countries
believing in open trade, trust each other to
work together to provide global markets
with competitively priced products. We
must also look at mutual recognition
agreements to benefit our industry,” he
added. Anant Goenka, President, FICCI
and Vice Chairman, RPG Group said that
Indian industry, with FICCI as a
facilitator, is ready to translate policy
momentum into business action through
investments, technology transfer, and co-
manufacturing. “The foundations are
strong, complementarities are clear, and
the intent on both sides is unmistakable.
We are here to shape the next decade of
collaboration,” he added. Amit Kumar,
Vice President (Group Strategy),
Mahindra Group; Mr Riccardo Dalla
Costa, Consul General of Italy in Kolkata;
Dr Amit Bhalla, Co-Chair, FICCI Sports
Committee & Vice President, Manav
Rachna Educational Institutions; Mr
Giandomenico Milano, Consul General of
Italy in Bangalore also shared their
perspective during the session.

Mahila Pragatisheel distributes winter clothes for

acknowledging its potential to unlock private innovation and create
interoperable solutions for labour markets at scale. Microsoft’s strong Azure
and Al capabilities align with Ministry’s priorities for strengthening the NCS
platform, e-Shram analytics and labour market intelligence, and modernising
employment services and job-matching systems. The MoU will help leverage
Microsoft’s partner ecosystem to widen employer outreach and enhance NCS
adoption among industry, training partners, and institutions.

Community Radio Stations Unite in Guwahati to
Celebrate Two Decades of Grassroots Broadcastin §

New Delhi, Focus News: The two-day Regional Community Ra
Sammelan (East) was inaugurated in Guwahati today. Organised by the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India, in
collaboration with the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), New
Delhi, the theme of the Sammelan is “Celebrating 20 Years of Community
Radio in India.” More than 65 Community Radio Stations from the Eastern
and Northeastern region are participating in the event. Welcoming the
gathering, Dr. Pragya Paliwal Gaur, Vice Chancellor of [IMC, New Delhi said
that it was an honour for IIMC to partner with the Ministry for this milestone
gathering. She highlighted the growth of the Community Radio ecosystem,
with over 550 stations now operating across India and more in the pipeline,
including in the Northeast. Dr. Gaur spoke about the important role of
Community Radio in promoting gender-sensitive communication,
disseminating emergency information, involving students of media education,
preserving folk traditions, and responsibly integrating Al in content
development. She urged stakeholders to work together to strengthen
community-led development through Community Radio. Delivering his
address, Shri L. Madhu Nag, Registrar, [IMC, highlighted the significant
transformation of India’s radio landscape—from mainstream FM broadcasting
to the emergence of Community Radio as a powerful platform for local voices.
Emphasizing the core pillars of strengthening CR stations, he underscored the
importance of community-driven content creation, enhanced capacity building,
and long-term financial sustainability. He noted that creatively produced,
locally rooted content remains central to the success of Community Radio.
Shilpa Rao, Director CRS, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting informed
about the objectives of the Sammelan and mentioned that the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting is committed to the growth and reinforcement
of the Community Radio sector in North East Region. She also appraised them
about the initiatives taken by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting in
this regard. Mahendra Meena, Under Secretary, Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, remarked that Community Radio stations have become
indispensable for last-mile communication. He stated that CR stations amplify
real community voices and help ensure accurate information reaches people
during emergencies and developmental programmes. He reaffirmed the
Ministry’s continued support to the Community Radio movement.

Prof. (Dr.) Sangeeta Pranvendra, Convenor of the Sammelan, extended a
warm vote of thanks to all participants for travelling to Guwahati and joining
the collective celebration of two decades of India’s Community Radio
movement. She appreciated the commitment of CR practitioners and experts
who continue to strengthen grassroots broadcasting across the region. The
first day of the sammelan featured several technical and interactive sessions.
Deputy Wireless Advisor, Ministry of Telecommunications Shri Manish
Sheelwant spoke in detail about transmitter replacement and migration to the
SARAL Sanchar portal, along with guidance on applying for WoL renewal.
Prof. (Dr.) Kanchan K. Malik stressed on the relevance of gender based
programming and the vital role of women in CRS programming and
participation in the overall content management and broadcasting. A panel
discussion on the engagement of State Governments in promoting
Community Radio across the eastern region, moderated by Shri Amit
Dwivedi, Project Director CRS engaged with CRS practicioners from Bihar,
Manipur, Assam, West Bengal and Odisha. The first day also included an
insightful session on ‘Promotion and Preservation of Indigenous Languages
and CRS’ led by Prof. Uma Pappuswamy from the Central Institute of Indian
Languages, Mysuru. She said that as the nature of the CRS is hyperlocal,
indigenous languages can best be preserved and promoted through the CRS.

Commission Grants for Rural Local Bodies in Assam  newborn at Swami Dayanand hospltal in East Delhi
New Delhi, Focus News: The Union Government has released New  Delhi, Focus ; :

%87.52 crores for Rural Local Bodies in Assam under the XV News: Members of
Finance Commission during FY 2025-26. This amount Bharat Vikas Parishad
represents the withheld portion of the 1st and 2nd instalments Vivek Vihar and Mabhila
of Untied Grants for the financial year 2024-25. The funds Pragatisheel Association
have been released for all three eligible Autonomous District jointly went to Swami
Councils - Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), Karbi Anglong Dayanand Hospital to
Autonomous Council (KAAC) and Dima Hasao Autonomous distribute breast feeding
Council (DHAC). Government of India through Ministry of gowns, winter woolen
Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Jal Shakti (Department of clothes, sweaters,
Drinking Water and Sanitation) recommends release of XV- pyjamas, caps, socks set,

FC grants to States for Rural Local Bodies, which are then baby towels, special
released by Ministry of Finance. The allocated grants are caps for ICU children, hand and foot covers to NICU for the
recommended and released in 2 installments in a financial year. children admitted in the neonatal intensive ward and to the mother
The Untied Grants will be utilized by RLBs for location- and child in the maternity ward. Members thanked the hospital
specific felt needs, under the twenty-nine subjects enshrined doctors Dr Rekha Duniya , Dr. Surendra Bhisht ji, Dr. Adarsh ji and
in the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution, except for Sister Rashmi ji together distributed these in NICU 1, 2 and labour
salaries and other establishment costs. The Tied Grants can be room. Some clothes, sweaters, blankets were also given to the
used for the basic services of (a) sanitation and maintenance maintenance staff for the patients coming in emergency. Along with
of ODF status, and this should include management and us, Mrs. Ritu Bhatia, Mrs. Saroj Gupta, Mrs. Sunita Arora, Mrs.
treatment of household waste, and human excreta and fecal Krishna Batra annd Mr Rajesh Goel also gave their precious time.
sludge management in particular and (b) supply of drinking We are grateful to all the hospital doctors, staff sisters and our
water, rainwater harvesting and water recycling. colleagues who contributed to this noble service work.

Deepavali Inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Herltage of Humanlty

New Delhi, Focus News: Deepavali, one of India’s
most widely celebrated living traditions, has now
been inscribed on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity today
during the 20th Session of the UNESCO
Intergovernmental Committee, held at the Red Fort,
New Delhi The inscription was adopted in the
presence of Union Minister of Culture Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Shri Vivek Aggarwal
Secretary, Ministry of Culture, along with the senior
officials of Ministry of Culture and delegates from
194 Member States, international experts, and
representatives of UNESCO’s global network.
Addressing the international delegates, the Union = 5 : 2 - —
Minister of Culture stated that the inscription marks a moment of immense prlde for India and for communities across the World
who keep alive the timeless spirit of Deepavali. Minister noted that the festival embodies the universal message of “Tamso Ma
Jyotirgamaya” the transition from darkness to light, symbolising hope, renewal, and harmony. Highlighting the living and people-
centric nature of the festival, the Union Minister emphasised that Deepavali thrives through the contributions of millions including
potters crafting traditional diyas, artisans preparing festive decor, farmers, sweet makers, priests, and households that uphold age-
old customs. The recognition, the Minister noted, is a tribute to the collective cultural labour that sustains this tradition.

Union Minister also acknowledged the vibrant role of the Indian diaspora, whose celebrations across Southeast Asia, Africa, the
Gulf, Europe, and the Caribbean have carried the message of Deepavali across continents and strengthened cultural bridges. The
inscription brings with it a renewed responsibility to safeguard and transmit this heritage to future generations. Union Minister
urged citizens to embrace the spirit of inclusivity and unity reflected in Deepavali and to continue supporting India’s rich intangible
cultural traditions. Recognised for its deep cultural significance and its role as a people’s festival celebrated across regions,
communities, and the global Indian diaspora, Deepavali embodies the principles of unity, renewal and social cohesion. Its diverse
practices such as lighting of diyas, rangoli making, traditional crafts, rituals, community gatherings, and intergenerational
transmission of knowledge reflect the festival’s enduring vitality and its ability to adapt across time and geography.

The nomination, prepared by the Ministry of Culture through the Sangeet Natak Akademi, followed an extensive nationwide
consultation involving practitioners, artisans, agrarian communities, diaspora groups, individuals with special needs, transgender
communities, cultural organisations, and tradition bearers from across India. Their collective testimonies highlighted Deepavali’s
inclusive character, its community-led continuity, and its wide ecosystem of livelihoods from potters and rangoli artists to sweet-
makers, florists, and craftspeople. UNESCO’s inscription acknowledges Deepavali as a living heritage that strengthens social bonds,
supports traditional craftsmanship, reinforces values of generosity and wellbeing, and contributes meaningfully to several Sustainable
Development Goals, including livelihood enhancement, gender equality, cultural education and community welfare. The Ministry
of Culture welcomed the decision, noting that the inscription will further promote global awareness about India’s intangible cultural
heritage and reinforce efforts to safeguard community-based traditions for future generations.
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C.R. Patil Launches
Sujalam Bharat App

New Delhi, Focus News: The Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri
C.R. Patil today launched the Sujalam Bharat App, a key digital
initiative designed to transform rural drinking water governance
by placing comprehensive, real-time information in the hands of
both citizens and institutions. The app has been developed with
the support of Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space
Applications and Geo-informatics (BISAG-N) to enable advanced
geo-referencing, monitoring and management of rural water
supply infrastructure under Jal Jeevan Mission. In his address, the
Union Minister emphasised the significance of the initiative,
stating that “this is a very important launch for Jal Jeevan Mission,
marking a major step forward in ensuring greater transparency
and strengthening community ownership in rural drinking water
supply systems.” Ashok K.K. Meena, Secretary, DDWS,
addressed the representatives of States/UTs and outlined the
importance of timely data integration and structured adoption of
the Sujalam Bharat platform. T.P. Singh, Director General,
BISAG-N, gave an overview of the technological architecture of
the Sujalam Bharat App and the Sujalam Bharat Database. He also
elaborated on how the unified system will support States and
districts in adopting a structured approach to digital operations
and maintenance of rural water supply schemes. The event
witnessed online participation from representatives of all States
and Union Territories, reinforcing the nationwide commitment to
strengthened water governance. It marks a major step in
operationalizing the Sujalam Bharat Database. Each scheme and
its service area will be assigned a unique Sujalam Bharat — Sujal
Gaon ID, enabling clear identification of which scheme is
supplying water to which households.

Following the launch, a detailed training and orientation session
was conducted for all States and Union Territories by the BISAG-
N technical team, focusing on the operational use of the Sujalam
Bharat App, geo-referencing procedures, and integration of rural
water supply assets on the Sujalam Bharat platform. The session
ensured that State officials receive hands-on guidance to
seamlessly adopt the new system and strengthen on-ground
implementation.

The Sujalam Bharat Database integrates critical data including
water sources, asset inventories, scheme designs, operational
records, water quality reports, supply metrics, and community
feedback into a single platform. With the introduction of the Sujal
Gaon ID, every habitation will have a clear digital profile
showing:

Its source of drinking water (local or bulk supply)

The nature and condition of its infrastructure

Supply reliability

Water quality status

O&M arrangements

This platform will ensure transparency in the performance of
Gram Panchayats/VWSCs and service providers, thereby
promoting community participation and oversight.

In his closing remarks, Shri Kamal Kishore Soan, AS&MD-NJIM
underscored that this is an important exercise for all States and
UTs in strengthening the digital backbone of Jal Jeevan Mission.
He thanked the participating States/UTs for their engagement and
urged them to prepare a clear action plan and ensure timely data
submission so that implementation progresses smoothly without
any constraints or bottlenecks.

Strengthening Long-Term Sustainability and Planning: The
Sujalam Bharat digital registry will securely maintain the history
of infrastructure condition, maintenance activities, and service-
level performance, supporting more reliable operations and long-
term sustainability. The platform’s integration with PM Gati
Shakti GIS provides up-to-date geospatial mapping of rural water
networks, supporting future planning, repair, and expansion with
greater precision. The launch of the Sujalam Bharat App is
therefore a milestone toward a secure, reliable, and technology-
enabled rural drinking water ecosystem, ensuring every household
continues to receive safe water services sustainably. In summary:
Just as Aadhaar became the backbone of India’s identity system,
Sujalam Bharat — Sujal Gaon ID will serve as the identity of rural
water management, forming the very foundation of a transparent,
accountable and citizen-centric service delivery framework.The
Sujalam Bharat App will be available for download from the
Google Play Store very soon.

1971 WAR VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATION
AT AIR FORCE STATION MOHANBARI

New Delhi, Focus News: The Indian Air Force commemorated
India’s victory in the 1971 war at Air Force Station Mohanbari in
Assam. The event paid a rich tribute to the bravery and valour of
the Indian Armed Forces. The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh, senior military and civilian dignitaries,
veterans, and a large number of youth from Assam attended the
event. A flying display by Su-30 MKI, C-130, Dornier, An-32,
Chinook, Mi-17, ALH and Cheetah aircraft recreated key missions
of the 1971 war, which included the Tangail Airdrop, Meghna
River Crossing, and the attack on Government House at Dhaka.
The display highlighted the operational capability and mission
readiness of the Indian Air Force. A seminar on ‘Air Operations
during the 1971 War’ was conducted on the occasion, during
which Air Veterans shared anecdotes and experiences from their
participation in the war. An exhibition titled ‘Triumph from the
Sky-71’, showcased a rare archival of photographs from the period
of war, and it also included a replica of the ‘Swarnim Vijay
Mashal’, the ceremonial flame marking India’s decisive victory.

AIR MARSHAL JEETENDRA MISHRA, AIR OFFICER COMMANDING IN
CHIEF, WESTERN AIR COMMAND VISITS AIR FORCE STATION FARIDABAD

Faridabad, Focus News: Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra, Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief (AOC-in-C) of Western Air Command (WAC), Indian Air Force (IAF) visited Air
Force Station Faridabad on 10 Dec 2025. The AOC-in-C was received by Group Captain
V Viswanathan, Station Commander, Air Force Station Faridabad and briefed about
operational preparedness and welfare initiatives undertaken by the Station. The AOC-in-
C reviewed the Passing Out Parade of No. 80 Explosive Detection (ED) Dog Course at
Air Force K9 School. These newly passed out canines will now be deployed for security
operations at various operational units. The AOC-in-C complimented the school for
adopting exemplary standards and innovative methods for training these canines towards
explosive detection. During the visit, the AOC-in-C visited key operational logistics sites
to assess their functionality and readiness to render efficient logistics support to operational
units. He reviewed the efficacy of storage, warehousing and emphasized upon the need to
be in the state of operational readiness to support the operations at short notice.  As the
IAF continues to modernize and upgrade its air combat and surveillance capabilities, such
visits play a vital role in evaluating logistics readiness, addressing operational challenges
and strengthening force preparedness.

AIIA Goa celebrates 4th Foundation Day with launch of several new initiatives and
national workshop on developing integrative protocol for cancer treatment

Panaji, Focus News: - :
The All-India Institute of
Ayurveda (AIIA), Goa,
celebrated its fourth
Foundation Day today,
December 11, marking
another milestone in its
rapid rise as a national
centre of excellence in
Ayurvedic  education,
research, and patient care
in Goa. Established in
2022 and inaugurated by
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, the —
institute has steadily expanded its clinical and academic footprint. Talking about the
Foundation Day celebrations and the important milestones of the institution, Prof. Pradeep
Kumar Prajapati, Director, AllA, highlighted the institute’s achievements, progress, and
future initiatives in advancing Ayurvedic healthcare, research, and education in the region.
“AlIA Goa reaffirms its commitment to advancing integrative Ayurveda and contributing
to the nation’s healthcare landscape through high-quality clinical services, academic
excellence, and collaborative research,” he said. “The hospital now runs 25 specialized
OPDs and serves more than 800 visitors daily, all receiving Ayurvedic medicines free of
cost. Since inception, it has recorded over 5.25 lakh OPD visits, more than 31,000 IPD
admissions, 77,200 Panchakarma procedures, and 1,35,000 radiology and laboratory
investigations. It is a matter of pride for AIIA Goa that the daily number of OPD patients
visiting the institute has crossed 800. We are expecting the number to grow in the coming
years,” Prof. Prajapati said. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. (Dr.) Sujata Kadam, Dean,
AlIA Goa, announced the institute’s achievement of accreditation by National Accreditation
Board for Hospitals & Healthcare Providers (NABH). “The NABH accreditation reinforces
our commitment to quality and patient safety. Academically, AIIA Goa hosts 400
undergraduate students and has expanded its postgraduate programs to 49 scholars across
multiple disciplines, alongside specialized courses in Ayurveda dietetics and Panchakarma
therapy,” she said. The institute has been on a mission to strengthen its research and
academic ecosystem through collaborations with the Department of Tourism, CSIR-NIO,
BITS Pilani, the Goa State Biodiversity Board, the Goa Institute of Management, and
ACTREC-Tata Memorial Centre, supporting initiatives in integrative oncology,
biodiversity, wellness tourism, and healthcare innovation, Prof. Kadam said.

FICCI Annapoorna Exhibition
2025 Unveils India’s Expanding

Food Processing Ecosystem

New Delhi, Focus News: “FICCI’s Annapoorna
Interfood event is a window into the potential of
India’s food processing industry to transform
agriculture, livelihoods, and consumer experience,”
said Avinash Joshi, IAS, Secretary, MoFPI, today
in Mumbai. Avinash Joshi was speaking at the 17th
edition of the Annapoorna Interfood Exhibition,
organized by FICCI in collaboration with the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI).
“With rising agricultural productivity, growing
domestic demand, and evolving consumption
patterns, we must scale up processing, value-
addition, and food-safety standards, otherwise
farmers will forego the prosperity they deserve, and
consumers will miss out on choice, quality, and
fairness. Through policy support, subsidies, and
credible regulation, we aim to ensure this sector
flourishes, for everyone,” added Joshi. The
Annapoorna Interfood event which drew a large
gathering of stakeholders from across India, Africa,
US, Europe, UAE and Australia, featured
participation from leading food-processing
companies, buyers, and trade professionals, with
representation from 17-18 countries exploring
India’s dynamic market. = Emphasizing the
importance of government support in driving
sectoral growth, Joshi highlighted that India’s
strength lies in its agricultural foundation, and the
country’s challenge, and opportunity, is to convert
that foundation into sustainable prosperity through
food processing. Under flagship schemes such as
the PM Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) and the
PMFME Scheme (Pradhan Mantri Formalisation
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises), MoFPI
provides extensive assistance including capital
subsidies for small and micro enterprises, financial
support of 35%—-50% for setting up cold-chain
facilities, food-testing labs, incubation centers, and
processing units in agricultural clusters, as well as
special incentives and seed funding for self-help
groups, particularly women-led SHGs, to begin
food-processing  ventures. “Through these
programmes, we are not just processing produce,
we are transforming rural livelihoods, boosting
employment, and offering consumers better quality
and diverse products,” Joshi noted. At the event,
Ms. Nandini Roy Chowdhury, Principal Consultant
at Future Market Insights, presented an industry
report highlighting how Gen Z has redefined the
meaning of a modern consumer. Unlike
millennials, Gen X, or boomers, Gen Z’s
relationship with products, technology, and brands
is fundamentally different, influencing not only
how they shop but also how they eat, the tools they
use, and the standards they expect from brands.
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