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BEAT THE HEAT, THE SMART WAY

24-26°C AC temp

India’s Coolest

JUST 1°

Can Make a Big Difference

T Let’s Chill Smarter
Not Colder

Choice!
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Piyush Goyal concludes successtul visit to Switzerland, reinforces
momentum for Indla—SW1tzerland partnership under EFTA TEPA

Union

New Delhi,
Commerce and Industry Minister, Shri
Piyush Goyal, concluded a successful two-
day official visit to Switzerland from June
9-10, 2025, and commenced his official

Focus News:

engagements in Sweden today. The
Switzerland leg of the visit focused on
advancing India—Switzerland economic
cooperation and operationalising the Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) signed earlier this year between
India and the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA). During the visit, Shri
Goyal held productive meetings with top
leadership from the Swiss government and
industry, aimed at reinforcing strategic
synergies and unlocking new avenues for
trade, investment, and innovation-led
growth. He met with Federal Councillor
Guy Parmelin, Head of the Federal
Department of Economic  Affairs,
Education and Research (EAER), and State
Secretary Helene Budliger Artieda to chart
a forward-looking roadmap for TEPA
implementation. Discussions focused on
regulatory cooperation, skills development,
innovation partnerships, and mechanisms
to facilitate faster investment decision-
making. The Minister engaged extensively
with Swiss industry leaders across sectors
including biotech and pharma, healthcare,
precision engineering, defence, and
emerging technologies. In his sectoral
roundtables and bilateral meetings, Shri
Goyal highlighted India’s growing
economic strength, policy stability, and the
government’s commitment to creating a

conducive and facilitative ecosystem for
global investors. Companies welcomed
India’s ambitious infrastructure expansion,
technology-driven  governance, and
expanding domestic consumption base,
viewing India as both a growth destination
and a global manufacturing hub.

A major highlight of the visit was Shri
Goyal’s participation in the 18th
Swissmem Industry Day held in Zurich on
June 10. He was warmly received by
delegates and senior members of
Swissmem, the apex  association
representing Switzerland’s Mechanical,
Electrical, and Metal (MEM) industries.
The event, attended by over 1,000
participants from across Europe, featured
discussions on industrial innovation,
sustainability, and global
competitiveness—areas where India and
Switzerland are seen as natural partners. In
his keynote address, Shri Goyal invited
Swiss companies, including SMEs and
deep-tech innovators, to scale up
investments in India by leveraging the new
trade architecture offered by TEPA. He
spoke about India’s demographic dividend,
globally recognised engineering talent, and
robust supply chains, encouraging Swiss
industry to anchor R&D, establish local
manufacturing bases, and co-create
technologies for the Global South.
Referring to TEPA as a “Trust and
Efficiency Partnership Agreement,” he
emphasized the spirit of complementarity
between India and Switzerland and the
unique value they can jointly offer to

global markets.

An immediate standout outcome of this
was the swift resolution of a facilitation
request by Endress+Hauser, a global
process automation company with a
growing presence in India. During
discussions, the company raised the issue
of land parcel availability near their
existing facility in Maharashtra.. Within
hours, the matter was resolved through
coordinated efforts by Shri Goyal and
Indian authorities, demonstrating the
Government of India’s commitment to
fast-tracking investor concerns and
ensuring a seamless business environment.
The resolution was hailed by industry
members as a model for responsive
governance. Goyal also held several one-
on-one meetings with Swiss companies
expressing interest in India. These included
discussions on expansion strategies, setting
up new R&D centres, deepening
localisation, talent development, and
building robust MSME linkages. Many
companies conveyed their intent to use
India not only as a domestic market but
also as a global manufacturing and export
base. Interest was particularly strong in
sectors such as advanced manufacturing,
industrial automation, clean technology,
and healthcare innovation. Throughout his
engagements, the  Minister was
accompanied by a high-level delegation
from Indian industry associations—
ASSOCHAM, CII, and FICCI—further
underscoring India’s whole-of-government
and whole-of-industry approach to
economic diplomacy. In his meeting with
members of the Switzerland Chapter of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI), Shri Goyal appreciated their
contributions to building India’s global
reputation for financial excellence and
professional standards. The visit concluded
on a note of shared optimism and mutual
commitment to scale up the India—
Switzerland partnership. Swiss
stakeholders across sectors reaffirmed their
confidence in India’s rise as a global
economic powerhouse and welcomed the
Government of India’s collaborative and
reform-oriented approach.

India Hosts I'TU FG-AINN Meeting to
Advance AI-Natlve Telecom Networks

New Delhi, Focus News: As part of the
ongoing efforts to explore the integration
of artificial intelligence (AI) native in

telecommunication network, the third
meeting of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU-T) Focus
Group on Artificial Intelligence Native for
Telecommunication Networks (FG-AINN)
was inaugurated in New Delhi today. This
ITU event is being organized by the
Telecommunication Engineering Centre
(TEC), technical arm of Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). Addressing at
the inaugural session of the three-day
event, Mr. Sanjeev Bidwai, Member (T),
DCC, emphasized that Al-Native
Networks ~ (AI-NN)  represent a
fundamental shift in telecom design. He
noted the growing role of Al in Third
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP)
standards, enabling intelligent
orchestration across domains. Mr. Bidwai
highlighted India’s ongoing efforts in this
space, including national initiatives like
‘Bharat Gen’-India's first indigenously
developed, government-funded, Al-based
Multimodal Large Language Model
(LLM) for Indian languages, as well as
other projects led by IITs and CDOT in Al-
based network automation and digital
twins. He also emphasized the importance
of deploying Al in an ethical, inclusive,
and secure manner, highlighting the need
for explainability, digital sovereignty, and
the evolution of regulatory frameworks. In
a video address, Mr. Seizo Onoe, Director
of the Telecommunication Standardization
Bureau, ITU, underscored the potential of

Al-native networks to deliver next-
generation performance through intelligent
automation, self-management, and real-
time optimization.

Ms. Atsuo Okuda, ITU Regional Director
for Asia-Pacific, highlighted the region’s
pivotal role as a digital innovation hub,
emphasizing that Al-native networks are
essential to building smart, secure, and
responsive communication systems. She
drew attention to the need for collaborative
frameworks to bridge the digital divide and
power emerging use cases in smart cities,
healthcare, and education. During the
event, India sought support of ITU
members for its bid to host the ITU
Plenipotentiary Conference 2030 (PP-30),
continued membership in the forthcoming
ITU Council (2027-2031) and for Indian
Nominee, Ms. M. Revathi, as the first
woman and first Regional candidate for
Director of the ITU Radiocommunication
Bureau (2027-30). The event witnessed
participation of Mr. Niraj Verma,
Administrator (DBN), Mr. Rudra Narayan
Palai, Member (Designate), DoT, Mr. Deb
Kumar Chakrabarty, Member (Designate),
DoT, Mr. Shubhendu Tiwari, Advisor
(Technology), Dr. Rajkumar Upadhyay,
CEO, C-DOT, Ms. Tripti Saxena, Senior
DDG, TEC and other senior officers of
DoT, academicians, technologists, and
industry representatives from India and
abroad. This event marks a significant
milestone in shaping the future of Al-
native telecommunication networks, with
the potential to revolutionize the global
communications landscape. As Al

continues to evolve, the work done by the
Focus Group will be instrumental in laying
the groundwork for more intelligent,
adaptive, and efficient networks.
Established by ITU-T Study Group 13 in
July 2024, the Focus Group on Al-Native for
Telecommunication Networks (FG-AINN)
aims at exploring and defining the
fundamental changes needed in network
architecture to fully harness the potential of
Al The group’s goal is to understand the
necessary changes in design to fully leverage
Al technologies, with an emphasis on the
unique challenges and opportunities Al-
native networks bring to global
communications. The Focus Group is
working to redefine telecom networks by
embedding Artificial Intelligence at their
core. This shift will lead to self-optimizing,
resilient networks capable of delivering
seamless connectivity, fewer call drops,
faster mobile data, and real-time
adaptability—benefiting users in cities and
remote regions alike. By exploring next-
generation applications like smart public
services, connected transport, and disaster-
aware communication systems, the group is
laying the foundation for networks that are
not only technically advanced but deeply
responsive to public needs.

The sessions at the FG-AINN Meeting &
Build-a-Thon (June 11-13, 2025) will cover
a wide range of cutting-edge topics focused
on the application of Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning in future
communication networks. Key themes
include federated learning for telecom,
AI/ML models for next-gen wireless
systems, Al in 6G use cases, autonomous Al
agents, and facial recognition-based SIM
verification. In addition to expert talks, the
event features technical review sessions,
interactive discussions, and collaborative
Build-a-Thon activities aimed at developing
practical Al-driven solutions. The expected
outcome is to strengthen international
cooperation, advance Al-native network
research, and shape future standards in
intelligent telecom systems. The FG-AINN
Build-a-thon 2025, a crowdsourced coding
event is set for June 13, 2025. This initiative
will bring together experts from academia,
industry, and startups to co-create practical
demonstrations of Al-native concepts
through interactive mentoring and
collaborative sessions.

11 Years of Modi Government: Labour Ministry
Drives Transformation in Social Security and Welfare

New Delhi, Focus News: As the Government of India marks 11 years of
inclusive and reform-driven governance under the leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, the Ministry of Labour and Employment highlights its key
achievements in labour welfare, social security, and public healthcare. Three
premier institutions in Hyderabad exemplify this transformation. The EPFO
Regional Office, Barkatpura, has set new standards in service delivery through
digital innovations, speedy claim settlements, and effective grievance redressal.
With over 27 lakh accounts managed and 98% of Pension on Higher Wages
claims implemented, it stands as a national model of efficiency. At Sanath
Nagar, the ESIC Medical College and Super Specialty Hospital has emerged
as a leader in public healthcare and medical education. Equipped with over
1,000 beds and advanced diagnostics, the campus serves more than 72 lakh
beneficiaries with IT-enabled, patient-centric services. Meanwhile, the
Directorate General of Labour Welfare (DGLW) continues to uplift over 50
lakh unorganised workers through educational scholarships, healthcare
assistance, and social protection, particularly in the Beedi, Cine, and mining
sectors. To provide an in-depth, ground-level understanding of these success
stories, the Ministry is organising a Press Tour to Hyderabad from 11th — 14th
June 2025. Journalists will have the opportunity to interact directly with
officials, beneficiaries, and frontline service providers. Through guided
walkthroughs, live demonstrations, and presentations, media representatives
will witness how 11 years of focused governance have resulted in tangible,
people-centric outcomes in the labour sector.

ICG Intensifies Operations as Burning
Container Vessel Drifts Off Kerala Coast

New Delhi, Focus News:
The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) on June 11, 2025,
winched five salvage team
members and an aircrew
diver onto the burning
Singaporean-container

vessel MV Wan Hai 503 to
facilitate towing
operations. The vessel,

which caught fire off the
Kerala coast on June 09,
2025, continues to drlft s SRR :
south east within India’s Excluswe Econom1c Zone (EEZ) approximately 42
nautical miles from Beypore, Kerala. The vessel is carrying 1.2 lakh metric
tons of fuel and hundreds of containers, including hazardous cargo, posing a
serious risk to the marine environment and regional shipping routes. Intensive
firefighting efforts by ICG have significantly reduced visible flames, with only
smoke now seen across the cargo holds and bays. However, the fire remains
active in the inner decks and near fuel tanks. Five ICG ships, two Dornier
aircraft, and a helicopter are engaged in the ongoing firefighting mission,
supported by two vessels from the Directorate General of Shipping. A salvage
team appointed by the ship’s owners is working in coordination with ICG, and
the Indian Air Force has been requested for additional aerial support. With the
fire yet to be fully extinguished, efforts to establish a towline and pull the vessel
away from the coast are underway to prevent a potential ecological disaster.
The situation remains critical and is being monitored continuously.

Centre reduces Basic Custom duty (BCD) on major
imported Crude edible Oils from 20% to 10%

New Delhi, Focus News:
Centre has reduced the
Basic  Customs Duty
(BCD) on crude edible oils
namely crude sunflower,
soybean, and palm oils has
been reduced from 20% to
10% resulting in the
import duty differential
between crude and refined
edible oils from 8.75% to
19.25%. This adjustment
aims to address the
escalating edible oil prlces resulting from the September 2024 duty hike and
concurrent increases in international market prices. An advisory has been issued
to edible oil associations and industry stakeholders to ensure that the full benefit
of the reduced duty is passed on to consumers. 19.25% duty differential between
crude and refined oils helps to encourage domestic refining capacity utilization
and reduce imports of refined oils. Import duty on edible oils is one of the
important factors that impacted landed cost of edible oils and thereby domestic
prices. By lowering the import duty on crude oils, the government aims to
reduce the landed cost and retail prices of edible oils, providing relief to
consumers and helping to cool overall inflation. The reduced duty will also
encourage domestic refining and maintain fair compensation for farmers. The
revised duty structure will discourage the import of refined Palmolein and
redirect demand towards Crude Edible Oils Especially Crude Palm Oil, thereby
strengthening and revitalizing the domestic refining sector. This significant
policy intervention not only ensures a level playing field for domestic refiners
but also contributes to the stabilization of edible oil prices for Indian consumers.
A meeting with leading Edible Oil Industry Associations and industry was
held under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Department of Food and Public
Distribution, Government of India, and advisory was issued to them to pass
on the benefits from this duty reduction on to consumers. Industry
stakeholders are expected to adjust the Price to Distributors (PTD) and the
Maximum Retail Price (MRP) in accordance with the lower landed costs with
immediate effect. The Associations have been requested to advise their
members to implement immediate price reductions and share the updated
brand-wise MRP sheets with the Department on a weekly basis. DFPD shared
the format with edible oil industry for sharing the reduced MRP and PTD
data. The timely transmission of this benefit to the supply chain is imperative
to ensure that consumers experience a corresponding decrease in retail prices.
This decision comes after a detailed review of the sharp rise in edible oil
prices following last year’s duty hike. The increase led to significant
inflationary pressure on consumers, with retail edible oil prices soaring and
contributing to rising food inflation.
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15-Day ‘Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan’
Successfully Reaches Its Final Phase

New Delhi, Focus News: As part of
the ongoing Viksit Krishi Sankalp

Abhiyan, Union  Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, visited
Tigipur village on the outskirts of
Delhi. He was accompanied by Dr. M.
L. Jat, Secretary (DARE) and Director
General (ICAR), along with other

senior officials and agricultural
scientists. This visit marked a
significant  initiative aimed at

understanding farmers’ concerns,
fostering direct engagement between
farmers and  scientists, and
accelerating the adoption of modern
agricultural technologies. Chouhan
began the visit by participating in a
Kisan Chaupal, where he interacted
with farmers on key topics including
seed production, polyhouse farming,
strawberry cultivation, and the
growing of other high-value crops.
Commending the innovative
approaches adopted by several
farmers, he noted that such
progressive individuals are at the
forefront of transforming Indian
agriculture. The Minister also
witnessed a live demonstration of
drone  technology, showcasing
advanced techniques for spraying
pesticides and nutrients. He spoke
with the scientists regarding the cost-
efficiency, scalability, and field-level
application of these technologies.
Later, he conducted a walk-through of
a local nursery, interacting further with
farmers and gaining insights into their
practices. Addressing the gathering,

N

agricultural research will no longer
remain confined to closed rooms. It
will take place in the fields, in close
collaboration with farmers. The
feedback collected from villages by
scientists will form the bedrock of
future agricultural policy.”

He shared that in the past 15 days
alone, 2,170 ICAR teams have
engaged with the farmers nationwide,
spreading awareness about research
and new technologies. Based on this
feedback, several challenges faced by
farmers have already been addressed,
with ongoing efforts focused on more
comprehensive solutions. Expressing
concern over declining soil fertility, he
urged farmers to get the soil tested and
select crops based on the Soil Health
Card. This is the foundation of
sustainable agriculture, he added”
Highlighting  the  government's
priorities, Shri Chouhan emphasized a
renewed focus on crop diversification,
market-oriented farming, and
horticulture-based  models.  He
accentuated that areas like Delhi, with
their strong market linkages, hold great
potential to become horticulture hubs.
He further stressed: “In today’s
competitive environment, farming
cannot thrive without technology.
Whether in cultivation or marketing,
farmers must adopt technological
solutions. The Central Government is
fully committed to supporting them at
every  stage”  Chouhan  also
acknowledged that Delhi’s farmers had
long remained outside the ambit of several
central agricultural schemes, but assured

Efforts of Modi Government Pave Way for Historic Expansion
in Social Protection Coverage in Indla in Last 11 years

New Delhi, Focus News: Guided by the
vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi of achieving ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’, India has achieved a historic
milestone in the realm of social protection
coverage, recording one of the most
significant expansions globally. According
to the latest data from the International
Labour Organization’s (ILO) ILOSTAT
database, India’s social security coverage
has increased from 19% in 2015 to 64.3%
in 2025, an unprecedented 45 percentage
point surge over the past decade. While
holding a bilateral discussion with the
Director General, ILO, Mr. Gilbert F.
Houngbo on the sidelines of the
International Labour Conference (ILC),
Union Minister of Labour & Employment
and Youth Affairs & Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya highlighted the pro-poor and
labour welfare schemes undertaken by the
Modi Government over the past 11 years.
Union Minister also apprised DG ILO
about the national-level Social Protection
Data Pooling Exercise that has been carried
out by the Government in collaboration
with the International Labour
Organisation. Recognising these efforts,
ILO acknowledged India’s achievement
and officially published on its dashboard
that 64.3% of India’s population, i.e. over
94 crore people, are now covered under at
least one social protection benefit. In 2015,
this figure was just 19%. In terms of
beneficiary count, India now ranks second
in the world, providing social protection to
around 94 crore citizens. DG ILO praised
India’s focused welfare policies for the
poor and labour class under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership.

ILO’s Criteria for Scheme Consideration

JOURNEY T0O VIKSIT BHARAL

for each country include that the scheme
should be legislatively backed, in cash and
be active, and verified time series data of
last three years has to be provided.
Speaking from Geneva, Dr. Mandaviya
said, “This remarkable achievement stands
as a testament to the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and
the relentless efforts of the Government in
building an inclusive and rights-based
social protection ecosystem. The increase
marks the fastest expansion in social
protection coverage worldwide, reflecting
the Government's unwavering
commitment to “Antyodaya” i.e.,
empowering the last mile and fulfilling the
promise of leaving no one behind”. It is
important to note that the present figure
reflects only Phase I of the data pooling
exercise. This phase focused on
beneficiary data of Central sector schemes
and women-centric schemes in selected 8
States. With Phase II and further

consolidation underway, it is expected that
India’s total social protection coverage will
soon surpass the 100-crore mark upon
verification of additional schemes by the
ILO. India is also the first country globally
to update its 2025 social protection
coverage data in the ILOSTAT database,
reinforcing its leadership in digital
governance and transparency in welfare
systems. Moreover, the increase in Social
Protection Coverage will further strengthen
India’s global engagements, particularly in
finalising Social Security Agreements
(SSAs) with developed nations. These
agreements will ensure the portability of
social protection benefits for Indian
professionals working overseas, while
offering partner countries the transparency
required  for mutual  recognition
frameworks. This will further bolster
India's position in trade and labour mobility
negotiations by showcasing a credible and
robust social protection regime.

Service Beyond Files & Courtrooms: The Department of
Legal Affairs Donates Blood To Mark World Blood Donor Day

New Delhi, Focus News: In a meaningful initiative, the Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justice, in collaboration
with the Indian Red Cross Society, organised a Blood Donation Camp today at Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, to commemorate World
Blood Donor Day 2025. The camp was held in the esteemed presence of Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Law Secretary, who encouraged
voluntary blood donation as an enduring expression of compassion and community welfare.

Officers and staff members of the Department, including lady officers and senior officials, joined hands in contributing to this life-
saving cause by actively participating as blood donors. The initiative resonated with this year’s global theme: “Give Blood, Give
Hope: Together We Save Lives.” It highlighted the critical role of regular, voluntary and unpaid blood donations in ensuring a safe
and sufficient blood supply for those in need. Observed globally on 14th June, World Blood Donor Day honours the invaluable
contributions of voluntary blood donors whose selfless acts save countless lives and strengthen public health systems. Through this
initiative, the Department of Legal Affairs reinforced its commitment to civic responsibility, public welfare and humanitarian service.

Shri Chouhan stated that the

1st Meeting of Task Force on Textiles Exports held under
the Chairmanship of Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal

MEETING OF TASK FORCE AND
STAKEHOLDER COMSULTATION OM TEXTILES EXPORTS

UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMERCE SECRETARY

zu:ﬁ Time 1:00 A4
S Ly N 20

New Delhi, Focus News: The first meeting of the Task Force
on Textiles Exports was held under the Chairmanship of
Commerce Secretary, Shri Sunil Barthwal, at Vanijya Bhawan
in Delhi on 10th June 2025 to discuss issues & strategies for
enhancing textiles exports from India. The primary objective of
setting up the Textiles Task Force is to create a unified platform
for addressing critical issues concerning the textile sector by
involving all relevant stakeholders. It would lead to active
collaboration amongst all stakeholders to help resolve issues
and formulate strategies for enhancing India’s share of Textile
exports in Global markets. The discussions during the meeting
covered matters and issues pertaining to the entire textile value
chain. This included issues related to the upgradation of ESG
infrastructure in garment manufacturing units, use of renewable
energy, European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR),
strengthening of e-commerce for export growth and simplifying
regulatory framework, labour, cost competitiveness for
productivity enhancement, skilling, Branding, suggestions
regarding Interest Subvention Schemes, assistance for
Certification & Testing, collateral Support for export Credit for
MSME Exporters, RODTEP / RoSCTL / Duty Drawback, PM
MITRA Parks, Development of new Jute Diversified Products
(JDPs), Separate HS codes for GI Products, productivity
enhancement of natural fibres such as jute and matters pertaining
to the Export Promotion Mission being set up by Department of
Commerce apart from other textiles export related issues. The
meeting was attended by Special Secretary, Department of
Commerce, Shri Rajesh Agrawal, Special Secretary, Department
of Commerce, Shri L Satya Srinivas, Special Secretary &
Financial Advisor, Department of Commerce Ms Arti
Bhatnagar, Additional Secretary and Director General, DGFT,
Shri Ajay Bhadoo, Additional Secretary Ministry of Textiles,
Shri Rohit Kansal along with officials from related Departments
& Ministries, Export Promotion Councils, Industry Associations
and Exporters. Representatives of the various Textiles Export
Promotion Councils and Industry Associations and their
Exporter members provided their views and suggestions on the
issues discussed. As an outcome of the deliberation, it was
decided by the Chair that relevant sub-task forces would be
formed on the issues. The sub-task force shall be led by the
concerned Ministry along with participants from Export
Promotion councils and the Industry to work on and provide
actionable recommendations to the Task Force.

that this situation is set to change.

The Department didn’t just donate blood—it pumped life into its promise of public service.
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