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FOCUS NEWS

Government accords high priority
for Muslims’ Haj pilgrimage

New Delhi, Focus News: The Government of India accords high
priority for Indian Muslims to undertake the annual Haj pilgrim-
age. As aresult of its efforts, the country allocation for India which
was 136,020 in 2014 has gradually increased to 175,025 in 2025.
These quotas are finalized by the Saudi authorities closer to the
time of the pilgrimage. The Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA)
through the Haj Committee of India manages arrangements for the
bulk of the quota allotted to India, which is 122,518 in the current
year. All the necessary arrangements including flight schedules,
transportation, Mina camps, accommodation, and additional serv-
ices have been taken up and completed as per the Saudi require-
ments, within the given timelines. The balance of the quota was
allotted, as is customary, to Private Tour Operators. Due to changes
in Saudi guidelines, more than 800 Private Tour Operators were
consolidated into 26 legal entities termed Combined Haj Group
Operators (CHGOs), by MoMA this year. Addressing legal chal-
lenges, the Haj quota was allocated by MoMA to these 26 CHGOs
well in advance. However, despite reminders, they failed to comply
with the necessary timelines set by the Saudi authorities and failed
to finalise the mandatory contracts, including for Mina camps, ac-
commodation and transport of pilgrims, as required under the
Saudi regulations. Government of India has been continuously en-
gaging on this matter with the concerned Saudi authorities, includ-
ing at the Ministerial level. The Saudi Haj Ministry highlighted its
concerns for the safety of the pilgrims, particularly in Mina, where
Haj rituals have to be completed under extreme summer heat con-
ditions in a limited space. It also underlined that due to delays, the
available space in Mina became occupied. The Saudi authorities
have further conveyed that they were not extending the timelines
for any country this year. Due to the Government’s intervention,
the Saudi Haj Ministry has agreed to re-open the Haj Portal (Nusuk
Portal) to all CHGOs to complete their work in respect of 10,000
pilgrims based on the current space availability in Mina. Directions
have been issued by MoMA to CHGOs to do so urgently. India
would naturally appreciate any gesture by Saudi authorities to ac-
commodate more pilgrims.

Centre for Joint Warfare Studies Hosts Defence
therature Festival ‘Kalam & Kavach A 0’ in New Delhi

New Delhi, Focus News: The Centre for Joint Warfare Studies
(CENJOWS), under the aegis of Headquarters Integrated Defence
Staff (HQ IDS), Ministry of Defence, in collaboration with Penta-
gon Press, successfully hosted the second edition of the Defence
Literature Festival ‘Kalam & Kavach 2.0’ at Manekshaw Centre
in New Delhi. This year’s theme was ‘Securing India’s Rise
through Defence Reforms’. The event, held on April 15, 2025, fo-
cused on Defence Technology and Future Warfare, particularly in
the context of defence manufacturing. It was aligned with the
Prime Minister’s call for ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ (Self-reliant India)
and highlighted key aspects of acquisition & procurement reforms.
The event brought together distinguished experts from the Armed
Forces, strategic policymakers, industry leaders, and domain spe-
cialists to deliberate on critical issues affecting India’s national se-
curity. Discussions included several cutting-edge topics including
Technology & Future Warfare; the role of Al, cyber technologies,
quantum computing, drones, space technology, and semiconduc-
tors in modern military operations; Defence Manufacturing & Aat-
manirbharta, Acquisition & Procurement Reforms.

The event focused on charting a strategic roadmap for its national
security, diplomacy and development. It also covered the progress
made on adoption of niche technologies, enhancing multi-domain
and cross-domain operational capabilities to include land, air, sea,
cyber and space. The agenda also included contemporary maritime
security paradigms, future challenges and the way ahead to further
the combat capability. Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh declared
2025 as the ‘Year of Reforms,” marking a transformational year
aimed at converting the Armed Forces into a technologically-ad-
vanced, combat-ready force. This vision underscores the nation’s
commitment to multi-domain, integrated operations and empha-
sises a mission-mode approach to defence reforms, facilitating
technology transfer, and improving public-private partnerships.

Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of Science and Technology Reviews
CSIR Activities; Lauds Breakthroughs under NMITLI Programme

New Delhi, Focus News: As a major break-
through in shipping transport and inland water-
way transport, Union Minister of Science &
Technology and Vice President CSIR (Council
of Scientific & Industrial Research) Dr Jitendra
Singh has hailed India's first indigenously de-
veloped hydrogen fuel sea vessel. Describing it
as a success story emanating from the joint effort
of public and private sectors, the Minister dis-
closed that the country’s first indigenous green
hydrogen fuel cell inland waterway vessel, which
may later pave the the way for hydrogen fuel
driven larger sea vessels or ships, was developed
by Cochin Shipyard Ltd featuring a hydrogen
fuel cell-based drivetrain built by KPIT, drawing

upon the foundational work enabled by the CSIR. Dr. Jitendra Singh was convening a high-level meeting today to review the ongoing initiatives
and achievements of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). The meeting was attended by all Heads of CSIR Directorates, the
Joint Secretary and Financial Adviser, CSIR. Director General, CSIR, Dr. N. Kalaiselvi presented a detailed overview of CSIR’s current research
activities, recent technological advancements, and collaborative engagements with industry. During the discussions, the Minister emphasized the
importance of aligning CSIR’s scientific pursuits with the vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for a Atma Nirbhar, especially in critical
technology domains where indigenous development is key. The Minister lauded the CSIR-New Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Ini-
tiative (NMITLI), calling it a unique example of collaborative innovation in the public-private space. As India's largest publicly funded, indus-
try-oriented R&D programme, NMITLI brings together top institutions, industrial partners, and research labs to pursue high-risk technological
ventures with the potential for national impact. Bhopal, and M/s TechnoS Instruments, Jaipur.

These high-end Raman spectrometers, approved for marketing in January 2022, represent a significant milestone in India’s scientific instrumen-
tation capabilities. Eleven units of indigenous Raman Spectrometers have been supplied across the country to date, demonstrating growing
national adoption of this indigenous technology. The second highlighted success, Dr Jitendra Singh noted, was the development of fuel cell tech-
nology under the Industry-Originated NMITLI programme. In this initiative, KPIT collaborated with CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (CSIR-
NCL) Pune and CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CSIR-CECRI) to develop and demonstrate low-temperature PEM fuel cell
systems. The expertise developed through this collaboration has since been translated into applications for the marine, defence, and automotive
sectors. A major outcome of this effort was the launch of the country’s first indigenous green hydrogen fuel cell inland waterway vessel by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, under the Harit Nauka initiative. The vessel, developed by Cochin Shipyard Ltd., features
a hydrogen fuel cell-based drivetrain built by KPIT, drawing upon the foundational work enabled by CSIR. Dr. Jitendra Singh underscored that
these achievements exemplify the role of CSIR in driving technology-led growth and contributing to India's self-reliance in frontier areas.

Startup selected under NQM launches one of
India’s most powerful quantum computers

New Delhi, Focus
News: Bangaluru
based QpiAl, one of
the 8 startups selected
under the National
Quantum Mission, co-
ordinated by the De-
partment of Science
and Technology
(DST) announced the
launch of one of !
India’s most powerful ’ i

quantum computers . JIII i “ _r} H -" J
featuring 25 super- —

conducting qubits, on the occasion of World Quantum Day yesterday. QpiAl-Indus, the
quantum computer launched, is the first full-stack quantum computing system in the country
and combines advanced quantum hardware, scalable control, and optimized software for
transformative hybrid computing. It integrates advanced quantum processors, next-gener-
ation Quantum-HPC software platforms, and Al-enhanced quantum solutions. With this
milestone, QpiAl is driving deep-science and deep-tech innovation across life sciences,
drug discovery, materials sciences, mobility, logistics, sustainability, and climate action.
As a part of India’s National Quantum Mission, QpiAl is at the forefront of building the
country’s quantum computing technology ecosystem, national quantum adoption programs,
and creating one of the world’s largest quantum talent ecosystems. QpiAl is committed to
accelerating India’s quantum journey, making quantum computing technologies practical,
accessible, and globally impactful. The technologies from the company, bootstrapped in
2019, have led to 11 patent applications and generated a revenue of around Rs 1 million
per annum. They have also generated substantial capital from the Small Industries Devel-
opment Bank of India (SIDBI). With this announcement on World Quantum Day which
marks a shared vision for a quantum-enabled future that transforms industries, accelerates
scientific discovery, and empowers the next generation of innovators, QpiAl joins the global
community of scientists, engineers, policy makers, and enthusiasts in celebrating the re-
markable progress and possibilities unlocked by quantum science and technology.

NADA India Hosts National Conference on
‘Building Togrhther a Clean Sport Ecosystem’

New Delhi, Focus News: The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) India successfully
organized a conference on “Building Together a Clean Sport Ecosystem” today at the India
International Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The event, held as part of Play True Week 2025,
brought together a wide spectrum of stakeholders committed to fostering a clean, fair, and
values-based sporting environment in India. In the inaugural session, Secretary, Department
of Sports, Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi emphasised that as India is bidding to host the 2036 Sum-
mer Olympics, we must anchor our sporting ambition with a robust anti-doping system to
ensure fairness, integrity, and commitment to clean sport. Dr. Mayumi Yaya Yamamoto,
Director, Asia/Oceania Office, World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) commended NADA
India’s and national stakeholders’ efforts in this year’s global Play True Campaign. She un-
derscored the importance of the ‘It Starts With Me’ campaign and highlighted the shared
responsibility and unity required to build a clean sport ecosystem together. One of the key
moments of the inaugural session was the unveiling of “NADA India’s Fair Play Guide” in
ten different regional languages, aimed at making clean sport education more accessible to
athletes and stakeholders across the nation. Participants also engaged in a pledge signing
ceremony to reaffirm their commitment to fair play and doping-free sport. The conference
featured engaging panel discussions on critical themes including anti-doping policy, en-
hancing education and testing, and increasing awareness about athlete rights & responsi-
bilities, particularly in the context of Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUEs). Experts from
national sports federations, medical institutions, and international organizations shared
practical insights and actionable strategies to strengthen India’s anti-doping system. A group
of people sitting in a roomAl-generated content may be incorrect. The event witnessed par-
ticipation from sport administrators, athletes, coaches, educators, and medical experts, and
created a space for collaboration, idea exchange, and future-oriented planning.

Defence Secretary calls on Italian Defence Minister in Rome to further enhance bilateral defence cooperation

New Delhi, Focus News: Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh visited Rome, Italy from April 14-15, 2025 on an official trip. The visit started with the
Defence Secretary calling on the Defence Minister of Italy Mr Guido Crosetto. During the meeting, the two sides held productive discussions aimed at further
enhancing defence cooperation as a key pillar of India-Italy strategic partnership. During his visit, Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh co-chaired the 11th India-Italy
annual bilateral Joint Defence Committee meeting with his Italian counterpart, Secretary General of Defence Ms Luisa Riccardi. They discussed a wide range
of defence, security and industrial cooperation issues including maritime cooperation and information sharing arrangements between India and Italy with emphasis
on Trans Regional Maritime Network. The situation in the Red Sea and Western Indian Ocean Region also came up during the discussions. The Defence Secretary
stressed on closer defence collaboration especially in technology and armament production, which is a priority area for India. He also brought out that the Gov-
ernment of India is proactively building an ecosystem for defence production and innovation within the country through conscious policy initiatives. India has

developed a vibrant innovation and industrial ecosystem.

In his keynote address during India-Italy Defence Industry Roundtable, Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh shared his views on how the Indian defence industry has wit-
nessed significant changes, particularly in the past few years through progressive reforms. He said that these reforms have been marked by the creation of a con-
ducive environment for the growth of the Indian Industry through transparency, predictability and Ease of Doing Business. An MoU between Society of Indian
Defence Manufacturers (SIDM) and the Federation of Italian Companies for Aerospace, Defence and Security (AIAD) was also signed, marking a significant
step toward fostering closer cooperation between the defence industries of both nations. The Defence Secretary was accompanied by a high-level Ministry of
Defence delegation, comprising senior officials from Service Headquarters, Department of Defence and Department of Defence Production. A substantial industry
delegation from SIDM also accompanied the Defence Secretary to foster closer B2B connections between the Indian and Italian defence industries.

Savitri Thakur inspects key initia-
tlves in East Khasi Hills District
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New Delhi, Focus News: The Minister of State,

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Gov-
ernment of India, Smt. Savitri Thakur, on her second
day of her visit to Meghalaya conducted an official
visit to East Khasi Hills District on April 16, 2025,
to review the implementation of flagship schemes
and engage with grassroots stakeholders. As part of
the visit, the Minister inspected the One Stop Cen-
tre, Shakti Sadan, in Mawroh. Eighteen residents,
aged between 18 and 50 years, are currently housed
at the facility and are participating in vocational
training programs. The Minister interacted with the
inmates and encouraged their efforts toward em-
powerment and rehabilitation. The Minister also vis-
ited the Child Care Institution at Mawkasiang,
where she engaged with staff, children, and care-
givers. She commended the institution's work in en-
suring child protection and care and emphasized the
need for continued psychosocial support and quality
education for children in need of care and protec-
tion. At the Anganwadi Centre in Mawsmai, the
Minister reviewed services provided under the Inte-
grated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme,
including nutrition, preschool education, and health
check-ups. She praised the dedication of Anganwadi
Workers and Helpers and encouraged sustained
community participation in child welfare programs.
During her visit to the Community Health Centre
(CHC) in Sohra, the Minister assessed maternal and
child health services, the availability of essential
medicines, and the integration of health and nutri-
tion schemes. She reaffirmed the Government’s
commitment to improving healthcare access for
women and children, especially in remote and tribal
areas. The visit also included an inspection of rural
development projects under MGNREGS and
PMAY-G. The Minister interacted with beneficiaries
and reviewed the progress and impact of these ini-
tiatives. She appreciated the inter-departmental co-
ordination contributing to enhanced rural
livelihoods and infrastructure. The Minister con-
cluded her visit by commending the District Admin-
istration and local stakeholders for their dedicated
efforts in strengthening institutional care, nutrition,
and the overall empowerment of women and chil-
dren in Meghalaya.

In a first, ECI trains Booth Level Agents (BLAs) to
strengthen grassroot participation by political parties

New Delhi, Focus News: The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has commenced the training of Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) from Bihar in view of the
forthcoming elections in the State. Around 280
BLAs from the State associated with 10 recognised
political parties are taking part in the 2-day training
programme being organised at the India Interna-
tional Institute for Democracy and Election Man-
agement, [IIDEM, New Delhi. Chief Election
Commissioner Shri Gyanesh Kumar along with
Election Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Dr. Vivek Joshi addressed the BLAs in a first of
its kind training programme. The training was con-
ceptualised during the Chief Electoral Officers
(CEO) conference held on the 4th of March, 2025.
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CCl imposes monetary and non-monetary sanctions on UFQ Moviez
[ndia Py, (along with its subsidiary Scrabble Digital Ltd.) and Qube Cin-
ema Technologies Pyt, Ltd., for indulging i anti-compefitive conduct

New Delhi, Focus News: The Competition Commission of
India (CCI) passed an order dated 16.04.2025 under the provi-
sions of Section 27 of the Competition Act, 2002 (Act) impos-
ing monetary and non-monetary sanctions on UFO Moviez
India Pvt. (UFO Moviez), Scrabble Digital Ltd. and Qube Cin-
ema Technologies Pvt. Ltd. (Qube), for contravention of pro-
visions of Section 3(4) of the Act, resulting in tie-in
arrangement, exclusive supply agreement and refusal to deal.
In this matter, the Commission determined that UFO Moviez
and Qube were significant players in the relevant market for
the supply of Digital Cinema Initiatives-Compliant Digital Cin-
ema Equipment (DCI-Compliant DCE) on lease/rent to Cinema
Theatre Owners (CTOs) in India. The Commission found that
UFO Moviez and Qube, through imposition of restrictions on
supply of content in lease agreements entered into with CTOs,
created barriers for players engaged in the provision of Post-
Production Processing (PPP) services as well as blocked a sig-
nificant portion of CTOs having DCI-Compliant DCEs from
being served by any other player. The Commission held UFO
Moviez (along with its subsidiary Scrabble Digital Ltd.) and
Qube in contravention of provisions of Section 3(4) of the Act.
The Commission, under the provisions of Section 27 of the Act,
directed UFO Moviez and Qube to not re-enter lease agreements
with the CTOs imposing restrictions on supply of content from
other parties. The Commission further held that the existing
lease agreements with CTOs shall stand modified such that they
do not impose restrictions on supply of content from parties
other than UFO Moviez (and its affiliates) and Qube. The Com-
mission, after considering nature and gravity of the contraven-
tion along with assessment of mitigating and aggravating
factors, also imposed monetary penalty on UFO Moviez (along
with its subsidiary Scrabble Digital Ltd.) and Qube, amounting
to Rs. 104.03 Lakh and Rs. 165.8 Lakh, respectively. A copy of
public version of the order passed in Case No.11 of 2020 is
available on the CCI website at www.cci.gov.in.

Second meeting of the Scientific Steering Committee for
the National One Health Mission held on 15th April 2023

New Delhi, Focus News: The second meeting of the Scientific
Steering Committee for the National One Health Mission under
the chairmanship of Prof. Ajay K. Sood, Principal Scientific Ad-
viser to the Government of India for the National One Health
Mission, was held on April 15, 2025 in Vigyan Bhawan. The
meeting was attended by Dr. Rajiv Bahl, Secretary DHR and
DG ICMR; Dr. Parvinder Maini, Scientific Secretary, Office of
PSA; Shri Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, AYUSH; Dr. Rajan Kho-
bragade, Additional Chief Secretary (Health), Kerala; Shri
Dhananjay Dwivedi, Principal Secretary (Health), Gujarat; Dr.
Ranjan Das, Director, National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC); senior representatives from Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR); Ministry of Environment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change (MoEF&CC); PSA’s office, Department of Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD); Department of
Biotechnology (DBT); Department of Science and Technology
(DST); Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR);
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO); Na-
tional Security Council Secretariat (NSCS); Ministry of Ayush;
NCDC; National Institute of One Health (NIOH); Department
of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) and state representatives. The com-
mittee discussed several important initiatives that contribute to-
wards the implementation of the One Health mission and how
these efforts can be recalibrated to maximise impact. Gujarat
and Kerala, the two states nominated to be the members of the
Scientific Steering Committee showcased their programmatic
initiatives and the existing governance mechanism. The Chair
emphasised on the importance of state participation and men-
tioned the relevance of exploring different modalities for im-
plementing the One Health approach. The states were
encouraged to strategise and design pilot programs aligned to
the initiatives of the mission.

Another important highlight of this meeting was the presenta-
tion of the outcomes of the Advisory and Review (A&R) com-
mittees constituted for the operationalisation of various work
streams. The chairs of the four A&R committees - Bio-Safety
Level (BSL) 3/4 Laboratory Network (Chaired by Lt.
Gen.(Retd.) Madhuri Kanitkar), Technology enhanced inte-
grated surveillance and outbreak investigation (Chaired by Dr
NK Arora), Research and Development on medical countermea-
sures (Chaired by Dr Renu Swaroop)and Integration of data-
bases and data sharing (Chaired by Dr Vijay Chandru) —
apprised the steering committee of the preliminary roadmaps
for achieving their respective mandates and emphasised on the
need for adopting the One Health lens for all the interventions.
The meeting also discussed the funding mechanism for the proj-
ects under the mission, which were focused on surveillance
methodologies, developing R&D countermeasures like vac-
cines, diagnostics and monoclonals for diseases of One Health
importance; Plan for the animal disease mock drill; update on
augmenting the state engagements by creating the cross-learn-
ing platform. The chair emphasised that to take the activities of
the mission to scale, continued collaboration, innovation, and
adaptability is required from all the stakeholders. During the
meeting, a special edition of ‘Vigyan Dhara’ dedicated to the
National One Health Mission which presents the vision of this
multi-ministerial collaborative effort was showcased. Further a
video encapsulating the vision, diverse stakeholders and over-
arching goals of the Mission was released in the meeting.

Conclave on PM Vishwakarma—National SC-ST
Hub organised in Barlpada, Mayurbhanj, Odisha

New Delhi, Focus News: The Ministry of
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Government of India, organised
the ‘PM Vishwakarma — National SC-ST
Hub Conclave’ on 16 April, 2025, at the
Convention Hall, Maharaja Sriram Chandra
Bhanja Deo University, Baripada, Mayurb-
hanj, Odisha. The event commenced with the
inauguration of an exhibition and brought to-
gether stakeholders, beneficiaries, and gov-
ernment officials to highlight key initiatives
such as the PM Vishwakarma Scheme and
the National SC-ST Hub. The Conclave was
co-chaired by Shri Jitan Ram Manjhi,
Hon’ble Union Minister of MSME, and Shri
Mohan Charan Majhi, Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter of Odisha. The dignitaries inaugurated
the Conclave with a ribbon-cutting and : :

lamp-lighting ceremony. The gathering was also graced by Shr1 Gokulananda Mallick, Mlnlster of State (Independent Charge), MSME, Fisheries &
Animal Resources Development, Govt. of Odisha; Shri Hemant Sharma, Additional Chief Secretary, Industries & MSME Department, Govt. of
Odisha; Shri Prakash Soren, Hon’ble MLA, Baripada, Govt. of Odisha; Ms. Mamata Mohanta, Hon’ble MP, Rajya Sabha, Mayurbhanj, Odisha;
Ganesh Ram Singh Khuntia, Minister of State (IC)Forest, Environment & Climate Change, Labour, Labour & Employees State Insurance, Govt.of
Odisha; Dr. Krushna Chandra Mahapatra, Hon’ble Minister, Housing and Urban Development, Public Enterprises, Govt. of Odisha; Shri Naba Charan
Majhi, Hon’ble MP, Lok Sabha, Mayurbhanj, Odisha, and other senior officials of the Ministry. The conclave began with the welcome address by
Dr. Ishita Ganguli Tripathy, ADC, DC(MSME), followed by a welcome address and a presentation on role of Ministry's Schemes and MSMEs growth
in Odisha State by Dr. Rajneesh, AS & DC, DC(MSME). The event featured experience-sharing by beneficiaries of the PM Vishwakarma, PMEGP,
and SC-ST Hub initiatives. To empower entrepreneurs, e-certificates were distributed to PM Vishwakarma beneficiaries, along with the distribution
of credit cheques. Certificates were also awarded to National SC-ST Hub beneficiaries and PMEGP beneficiaries.

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs Commences
Swachhata Pakhwada 2025 with Swachhata Pledge

New Delhi, Focus News: The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs today inaugurated the Swachhata Pakhwada 2025, a fortnight-long cleanliness drive
aimed at promoting the spirit of Swachh Bharat and fostering a clean and sustainable work environment. On this occasion, Shri Umang Narula, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, administered the Swachhata Pledge to all officers and officials of the Ministry, urging them to renew their
commitment to the cause of cleanliness and hygiene in both personal and professional spaces. He also motivated officials of the Ministry to make
plantation at the nearby places of their residence or at any suitable location to make the environment green. Addressing the gathering, Dr. Satya
Prakash, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, encouraged officials to actively participate in the 15-day Swachhata Pakhwada. He
emphasized the importance of collective responsibility and consistent efforts in achieving the goals of a clean, green, and sustainable environment.
Dr. Prakash also provided a brief overview of the activities to be carried out during the Pakhwada. The Ministry remains committed to the ideals of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and will continue to promote cleanliness and sustainability through regular initiatives and campaigns.

Ministry of Mines Issues Guidelines for Setting up of Centres
of Excellence Under the National Critical Mineral Mission

New Delhi, Focus News: The Ministry of Mines has today issued the guidelines for setting up of Centres of Excellence (CoE) under the National
Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM). This is in pursuance to a key pillar of the Mission, which is research and technology development in critical min-
erals. Critical raw materials form the crucial supply chain for emerging sectors of clean energy and mobility transition, in addition to advanced tech-
nology and strategic sectors like electronics, defence, space, etc. In order to develop, demonstrate and deploy technologies in an end-to-end systems
approach, it is essential to conduct R&D so as to reach higher Technology Readiness Levels (TRL). CoEs will identify, develop and implement ex-
traction process and beneficiation technologies for a host of critical minerals from multiple sources and conduct directed R&D to reach TRL 7/ 8
pilot plant and pre-commercial demonstration and create a competency center. Under this new initiative, reputed academic/R&D institutions, as per
eligibility prescribed, will be evaluated and recognized as CoEs for R&D in critical minerals. CoEs will undertake innovative and transformational
research to strengthen and advance the nation’s science and technology capability in the area of critical minerals. CoEs will aim at undertaking cutting
edge research and promoting inter-/multi-disciplinary approaches to problem solving in critical minerals domain. A CoE will operate as a consortium,
on a Hub & Spoke model, to leverage R&D in critical minerals and pooling the core competence of each constituent under one umbrella.
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Dial 1800 11 7800 (Toll-Free)

The phone lines shall remain open from 4™ - 25% April, 2025




