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Mahakumbh 2025 your way!
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New Ground in Atmanirbhar Bharat!
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Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya to Inaugurate International Seminar on “Formalization and

Social Security

New Delhi, Focus News: Union Minister of Labour
& Employment and Youth Affairs & Sports, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya will inaugurate a two-day
international seminar on “Formalization and Social
Security Coverage for Workers in the Informal
Sector: Challenges and Innovations” on 20-21
January 2025 at New Delhi. Hon’ble Minister of
State for Labour & Employment, Sushri Shobha
Karandlaje and Secretary (Labour & Employment),
Ms. Sumita Dawra will also grace the inaugural
session of this technical seminar. This international
dialogue is being organized by the Ministry of
Labour and Employment of India, in collaboration
with the Employees' State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) and International Social Security Association
(ISSA) at Yashobhoomi - India International
Convention and Expo Centre. The technical seminar
aims to bring together a diverse group of
stakeholders, including policymakers, social security
administrators, and experts from social security
organizations from countries in the Asia-Pacific
region. Over 150 participants will be sharing
insights, strategies, and solutions regarding the
formalization of informal workers and extension of
social security coverage to them. Senior experts from
prominent international organizations such as World
Bank, United Nations, International Labour

(-

Organization, UN Women, Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation will also share their insights at the event.
Senior officers from concerned
Ministries/Departments of Government of India,
States and UTs and social partners including
employers’ and workers’ organizations will also
participate. The primary objective of this seminar is
to enhance stakeholders' capacity in extending social
protection to informal workers. The sessions will
include discussions on pathways and strategies to

promote formalization and enhance social security
coverage for vulnerable workers, workers in
informal sector and difficult- to -cover groups
including through incentives, extend coverage
through transforming social security delivery and
outreach, digital solutions and communication.
Deliberations will also be held on social security
coverage extension to promote gender equality and
women empowerment, and aspects of health and
medical care insurance coverage. The event will

Coverage for Workers in the Informal Sector: Challenges and Innovations”

feature exchange of knowledge and experience
sharing through technical discussion and sharing of
countries’ best practices. Landmark initiatives by
India for labour welfare and social protection of
workers such as e-Shram portal, National Career
Service portal, Employment Linked Incentive (ELI)
scheme and Labour Reforms will be showcased.
Progress made by ESIC and Employees’ Provident
Fund Organization (EPFO) in advancing social
security for formal workers will also be highlighted.
The exchange of ideas would enhance capacity of
the constituents in the area of extending social
protection to informal workers. The seminar will also
focus on accurate measurement of progress in social
security coverage through improved data collection
and reporting. International discourse on this issue is
crucial as global reporting on social protection needs
harmonization to account for in-kind social protection
and welfare measures for more accurate reporting of
progress in national and global social protection
coverage. In this context, the Ministry of Labour and
Employment had initiated in collaboration with ILO,
a national data pooling exercise of over 34 Central
Government social protection and welfare schemes.
Owing to this, India’s social protection coverage
doubled from 24.4% to 48.8% in ILO’s latest World
Social Protection Report (WSPR) 2024-26.

Nehru Yuva Kendra Hosts Border Area
Youth Exchange Program in Delhi

New Delhi, Focus News:
The Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS)
successfully organized the
Border Area Youth Exchange
Program at the Gandhi Smriti
and Darshan Samiti (GSDS)
in Rajghat, New Delhi, from
January 15 to 19, 2025. The
event brought together young
people from various border
areas across India, providing
them with a platform to
interact, learn, and share experiences of unity, peace, and cultural exchange.
The five-day program focused on fostering national integration, promoting
youth leadership, and creating awareness about the rich cultural diversity of
India's border regions. It saw the participation of over 100 youth representatives
from Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Uttarakhand. The program included a mix of cultural activities,
workshops, discussions, and visits to significant places in Delhi, including the
Raj Ghat Memorial, where Mahatma Gandhi's legacy of peace and non-violence
was highlighted. The program was started with chief guest Dr.Nupur Tiwari,
Special Director, NTRI, Dr. Nishant, Director, Cyber Security (MHA), Dr.Jwala
Prasad, Director,Gandhi Darshan,Rajghat Sh. Prakash Vaidya, Director (i/c),
NYKS, Dr. Lal Singh, State Director, NYKS Delhi.

Key Highlights of the Program: Cultural Exchange: Participants showcased
their regional traditions, music, and dance, promoting mutual understanding
and respect for different cultures.

Workshops & Sessions: Focused on leadership development, civic engagement,
and strategies for youth empowerment in border areas.

Visit to National Monuments: The youth visited prominent historical sites such
as Raj Ghat, Qutub Minar, and the National Museum to learn about India's
heritage. Interactive Discussions: Experts from various fields led sessions on
national security, the importance of youth involvement in governance, and
sustainable development in border regions. The closing of the program was
done by Sh.Ruchitra Narayan Tyagi,Joint Director Program,NYKS and Dr. Lal
Singh, State Director, NYKS Delhi.

Actor Gul Panag, Boxer Saweety Boora Urges for Road
Safety; Lead Nationwide ‘Fit India Sundays on Cycle’

New Delhi, Focus News:
Well-known actor Gul
Panag and Arjuna awardee
boxer Saweety Boora
rallied behind the ‘Fit
India Sundays on Cycle’
campaign saying “it is the
only way to build a
sporting and  fitness
culture” in the country as
they led more than 500
cyclists at the Leisure
Valley park in Gurugram.
Road safety was the theme
for this week’s nationwide
cycling event, which was
launched by Union Sports
Minister Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya last month. “I
have been associated with
the Fit India movement
ze from the time it was
launched many years ago.
It is a fantastic initiative by the Sports Authority of India. I think Fit India
movement is the only way we will build a sporting and a fitness culture which
will lead India into winning more medals in competitive arenas. But we have
to start with the fitness culture. That’s where Fit India makes an incredible
contribution and Sundays on Cycle is a fabulous initiative. If not on other days
we can take out time on Sundays for an easy ride,” Gul Panag said later. “Road
safety especially for cyclists is very important. Every year scores of cyclists get
deeply injured and some fatally because of automobile drivers not being aware
about the cyclists on the road. Cyclists must wear helmets and protective gear
like knee guards and elbow guards. I would urge all motorists to be cognizant
of cyclists on the streets and look out for them. Please ride safe,” she reminded
about road safety. World champion boxer in light heavyweight category,
Saweety Boora, who completed the 20km ride meandering through Golf Course
Road, AIT chowk, Arya Samaj Road and Millenium City Centre back to Leisure
Valley park, gave the slogan: “Pollution ko punch aur drugs ko right hook kyuki
Sundays hai cycling ke liye” (Out punch pollution and deliver a right hook to
drugs because Sundays are for cycling). She further added, “This is a great
initiative by Fit India. I am very happy to cycle after a long time. Cycling has
many benefits including keeping one’s knees in good condition, muscle strength
and stamina also improves, which helps in better mobility. It also betters the
health of your heart and lungs. Whether you are young or old, cycling is
beneficial for overall fitness and remaining healthy.”

ISKCON Mayapur Elephants to Receive
Lifelong Care and Support at Vantara

New Partnership Formed in the Wake of Tragic Incident Involvmg an Elephant Fatally Attacking Her Mahout

Jamnagar, Focus News:
Vantara, a state-of-the-art
animal rescue and
rehabilitation organization
founded by  visionary
philanthropist Anant Ambani,
is set to welcome two cow
elephants, 18-year-old
Bishnupriya and 26- year-old
Lakshmipriya, from the
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) in Mayapur, near
Kolkata.  This transfer
follows a tragic incident last
April when Bishnupriya
fatally attacked her mahout,
highlighting the urgent need
for specialized care and a
more suitable environment
for their well-being. The transfer project,
initiated by Vantara in partnership with
ISKCON, has received full approval from
the High-Powered Committee, constituted
by the Tripura High Court and affirmed by
the Supreme Court of India, which is
entrusted with rescuing and ensuring safe,
stress-free environments for wild animals
in distress. At Vantara, Bishnupriya and
Lakshmipriya will settle into a permanent
home thoughtfully designed to replicate an
elephant's natural habitat. This chain-free
environment will provide expert veterinary
care, including psychological evaluations
and treatments rooted in positive
reinforcement training—building trust
through rewards and non-coercive
methods. They will also benefit from
engaging enrichment activities,
opportunities to socialize and bond with
other elephants, and the compassionate
attention of their caretakers, all of which
are essential for them to thrive.

ISKCON Mayapur has been keeping
Lakshmipriya since 2007 and Bishnupriya

since 2010, using them for temple rituals
and various festival occasions. Animal
protection organizations, including People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India and World Animal
Protection, had advocated for the release of
the ISKCON elephants to a trusted and
renowned elephant care facility. PETA
India even offered a mechanized elephant
for temple rituals in exchange for their
transfer to a rescue center. Hrimati Devi
Dasi, a senior member of the ISKCON
temple and manager for mahouts and
elephants in Mayapur, said, “According to
our beliefs in ISKCON, everyone is the
same spiritual soul inside their outer shell,
or material body. We do not make any
distinction between species or castes. The
different bodies may have different
natures; however, the soul within each
body is of a spiritual nature and deserves
compassion and respect. By treating
animals with kindness and respect, we
express our devotion to Lord Krishna, who
teaches us that true service lies in

protecting and nurturing all
living creatures. Having
visited Vantara myself, I
could see that the same
principles I believe in are
followed there. I am
confident that Bishnupriya
and Lakshmipriya will
thrive at Vantara, will soon
make new friends, and will
live a fulfilling life,
experiencing the freedom
and joy elephants enjoy in
the wild."

Living in captivity causes
significant mental suffering
to elephants, who, in the
wild, rely on their freedom
to roam and bond socially,
which ensures their overall
well-being. In captivity, these fundamental
needs are often unmet, leading to severe
psychological distress that manifests in
repetitive behavior, depression, and
aggression. At Vantara, the care of rescued
elephants extends beyond their physical
health, placing equal importance on their
mental and emotional recovery. Expert
veterinarians and animal psychologists
conduct detailed psychological evaluations
to identify and address trauma. Vantara’s
state-of-the-art facilities, which includes
the world’s largest elephant hospital are
designed to offer personalized mental
health  support  through  positive
reinforcement  training,  stimulating
enrichments, and opportunities for social
interaction that mimic their natural
environment. This holistic approach
ensures that rescued elephants not only
regain their physical strength but also
achieve emotional stability and mental
well-being, embodying Vantara’s
commitment to their full rejuvenation and
improved quality of life.

Divya Kala Mela concludes in Vadodara with a
Spectacular ‘Divya Kala Shakti’ Performance

New Delhi, Focus News: The grand closing ceremony
of the Divya Kala Mela took place at Akota Stadium,
Vadodara, in the esteemed presence of Union Minister of
State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Ramdas
Athawale. The event commenced with a mesmerizing
dance performance on Ganesh Vandana. Athawale
support to Divyangjans,
in building an
Atmanirbhar Bharat. Highlighting the vision of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, he said, “By 2047, when
India would celebrate 100 years of independence, our
Divyangjans will inspire the entire world.” He further
added that under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri
have
entrepreneurship,
development, and financial support for Divyangjans. On
this occasion, CMD of NDFDC, Shri Navin Shah, stated
that this was the 23rd fair, providing a major platform for

assured every possible

emphasizing their integral role

Narendra Modi, several initiatives

implemented to promote

been
skill

the economic empowerment and marketing of Divyangjan products. The 11-day fair, held from 9th - 19th January, 2025, provided a
unique platform to encourage Divyang artisans and entrepreneurs to showcase their products and craftsmanship. Over 100 Divyang
artisans and entrepreneurs from 20 States and Union Territories participated in the event. Gujarat’s 30 Divyangjans were handed loan
sanction letters worth Rs. 1 crore. Motorized tricycles were distributed to 11 Divyangjans through IRCON’s CSR fund, and assistive
devices were provided to 14 Divyangjans by ALIMCO. A Job Fair for Divyangjans was also organized on January 17, where
appointment letters were distributed to 18 Divyangjans during the closing ceremony.
The ‘Divya Kala Shakti’ cultural programme featured 78 talented Divyang artists from 15 States who enthralled the audience with 36
captivating performances. The event began with a group dance on the song ‘Jay Jay Garvi Gujarat’. Swati from Jammu & Kashmir
performed a mesmerizing dance on the song ‘Radha Kaise Na Jale’, from the movie Lagaan. Sanyotani Samadar from Odisha left
everyone spellbound with her classical dance performance. The finale saw a patriotic performance by artists from the Blind People’s
Association, Ahmedabad. Artists from institutions like Arpan Charitable Trust, Samarth Group, and Parth Group also delivered
outstanding performances. Artists from Jammu & Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, and North-Eastern states exhibited their exceptional products,
including handicrafts, handlooms, embroidery, and packaged food, thereby promoting the ‘Vocal for Local’ initiative. The cultural
performances and diverse food stalls further enhanced the event’s charm.
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Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates India’s First-of-Its-Kind CSIR Mega "Innovation
Complex" at Mumbai, dedicates it to Start Ups and Industry stakeholders

F -

New Delhi, Focus News: Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and Technology, Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Earth Sciences, Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s
Office, Department of Atomic Energy, Department of Space, and
Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh
inaugurated India’s first-of-its-kind CSIR Mega "Innovation
Complex" at Mumbai on 17th January through virtual mode and
dedicated it to StartUps and Industry stakeholders. The new
Innovation Complex at Mumbai, inaugurated by the Science &
Technology Minister, is a huge state-of-the-art set up spread over
nine floors, equipped with 24 “ready-to-move” incubation labs in
addition to furnished office and networking spaces for innovative
StartUps, MSMEs, industry, and CSIR labs. The Mega facility will
provide high-end scientific infrastructure, expertise, and regulatory
support to stakeholders including CSIR labs, StartUps, MSMEs, and
industry, for the SOP-driven studies necessary for regulatory
submissions and compliance. The Complex includes ready-to-move
world-class incubation labs and IP/business development support for
innovative start-ups, companies partnering with CSIR labs, MSMEs,
deep-tech companies from India and abroad, public-funded research
institutions, and CSIR labs.” Catching up with the excitement of the
audience, Dr. Jitendra Singh remarked, “This inauguration is just the
beginning. We are excited about the future potential and the immense
contributions this Innovation Complex will make to India’s growth
story.” Narendra Modi for his vision, which has enabled India to
emerge as a global hub for start-ups and innovation. He described
the inauguration of this complex as another landmark step. He
reiterated that under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, India has emerged as a global hub for start-ups and
innovation. Dr Jitendra Singh said, “We are proud to be the third-
largest start-up ecosystem in the world, with over 100 Unicorns that
stand as testaments to India's entrepreneurial spirit. This remarkable
growth is a reflection of the transformative initiatives and policies
introduced by our government to empower the youth and drive
economic self-reliance.” The Science and Technology Minister
further highlighted that the CSIR Innovation Complex Mumbai
comes at a pivotal moment in India’s start-up journey. According to
the Minister, the state-of-the-art facility has been designed to provide
incubation and business spaces, enabling start-ups, MSMEs, and
industry stakeholders to collaborate with CSIR’s network of
researchers and innovators. It serves as a bridge between cutting-
edge science and its application to address real-world challenges,
thereby contributing to the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat. He called
the Innovation Complex a significant milestone for CSIR,
representing a giant leap forward in India’s innovation landscape and
reinforcing the nation’s position as a global leader in science and
technology. Dr. Jitendra Singh underscored the high-end scientific
infrastructure and expertise designed to foster critical translational
unmet needs (spanning lab-to-regulator and regulator-to-industry
domains) for start-ups, MSMEs, and CSIR labs, while catalyzing
faster tech-transfer processes. Dr. Jitendra Singh informed that the
IC-Mumbai will provide high-end scientific infrastructure, expertise,
and regulatory support to stakeholders (CSIR labs, start-ups,
MSMEs, and industry) for the SOP-driven studies necessary for
regulatory submissions and compliance. Adding further, he said,
“The facility includes ready-to-move world-class incubation labs and
IP/business development support for innovative start-ups, companies
partnering with CSIR labs, MSMEs, deep-tech companies from India
and abroad, public-funded research institutions, and CSIR labs.
Informing the industry and start-ups, Dr. Jitendra Singh shared that
the complex will function as an innovation and incubation hub to
support, collaborate, and partner in key industrial sectors such as
healthcare (pharma, biopharma, medtech), chemicals, materials,
energy, and other relevant areas of interest to CSIR labs. Speaking
about the physical infrastructure of IC-Mumbeai, Dr. Jitendra Singh
informed that the facility, spread over nine floors, is equipped with
24 “ready-to-move” incubation labs and furnished office and
networking spaces for innovative start-ups, MSMEs, industries, and
CSIR labs. Concluding his remarks, Dr. Jitendra Singh said, “The
inauguration is just the beginning. We are excited about the future
potential and the immense contributions this Innovation Complex
will make to India’s growth story.” He added that facilities like the
C-ICM embody the spirit of collaboration, innovation, and
inclusivity that define the nation’s approach to building a self-reliant
India. The event was attended by Dr. V.K. Saraswat and Dr. V.K.
Paul, Members of NITI Aayog; Dr. N. Kalaiselvi, Secretary of DSIR
and DG CSIR; and Dr. Ram Vishwakarma. The inaugural event
witnessed participation from industry leaders, foreign delegates from
Norway, Switzerland, and Germany, MSMEs, start-ups, and over
1,000 scientists from CSIR labs across India.

Raman Research Institute faculty honored
with the Gates-Cambridge Impact Prize 2025

New Delhi, Focus News: Professor Urbasi Sinha, faculty in the
Light and Matter Physics theme at the Raman Research Institute
(RRI), was honored with the Gates-Cambridge Impact Prize 2025
by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation at Cambridge, UK. Prof.
Sinha is among the eight winners of Gates-Cambridge's Impact Prize
to celebrate its 25th anniversary. She says: “I have seen how the
scholarship has evolved over the 25 years and am thrilled to celebrate
its anniversary and to be recognised for my work over a similar time
span. It is very humbling, but also makes me believe in the impact I
can have in the next 25 years.” The nomination for her Gates-
Cambridge Impact Prize said: “Professor Sinha’s vision and
dedication are paving the way for a future where quantum computing
serves as a catalyst for solving humanity’s most pressing issues,
embodying the true spirit of science in service of global progress.”

Prof. Sinha is a researcher in both quantum fundamentals and
technologies, and she heads the Quantum Information and
Computing (QulC) lab at RRI an autonomous institute of
Department of Science and Technology.

Amit Shah, attends the 20th Raising Day ceremony of

NDRF as the Chief

New Delhi, Focus News:
Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation, Shri
Amit Shah, attended the 20th
Raising Day ceremony of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) as the Chief
Guest in Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh. During the event,
Shri Amit Shah inaugurated
many projects and laid the
foundation stones for other
projects worth approximately
Rs 220 crore. These include
National South Campus of
Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), the
10th Battalion of the NDREF,
and the Regional Response
Centre at Supaul Campus.
The Home Minister also laid
the foundation stone of the new 'Integrated
Shooting Range' at the National Police
Academy in Hyderabad and inaugurated the
Regional Forensic Science Laboratory
building in Tirupati. Several dignitaries were
present on the occasion, including Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Shri N. Chandrababu
Naidu, Union Minister of Civil Aviation Shri
K. Rammohan Naidu, Union Minister of
State for Home Shri Bandi Sanjay Kumar,
Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan, and

NDRF Director General Shri Piyush Anand.
In his address, Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah,
said that when natural calamities strike,
NDRF comes to the rescue, and when man-
made calamities occur, the Narendra Modi
government comes to the help. Shri Shah said
that in the five years from 2014 to 2019
Andhra Pradesh has faced significant
setbacks due to the man-made disaster,
affecting the immense potential of the state.

He said that to make up for
the developmental losses
during the period, Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister
Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu
are driving Andhra Pradesh’s
growth at three times the
speed. Shri Amit Shah
praised Shri Chandrababu
Naidu for propelling the state
forward through sound
administrative, financial, and
developmental  strategies,
while noting that Prime
Minister Modi has facilitated
investments and aid
exceeding Rs. 3 lakh Crore
for Andhra Pradesh in past
six months. Shri Shah
highlighted the recent Union
Cabinet approval of Rs. 11,000 Crore for the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, a move aimed at
securing the plant’s long-term viability and
preserving its status as a symbol of pride for
Andhra Pradesh. He also recalled the vision of
Amaravati as the state capital, conceptualized
by Shri Chandrababu Naidu and inaugurated
with a groundbreaking ceremony (Bhoomi
Pujan) by Prime Minister Modi. However, he
criticized the previous government for
neglecting this ambitious project.

Guest in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Railway Protection Force apprehends 586 bangladeshi and
318 rohingya to prevent illegal migration, since 2021

New Delhi, Focus News: Railway Protection Force (RPF) has successfully apprehended 916 individuals, including 586 Bangladeshi nationals
and 318 Rohingya since 2021, showing their commitment to safeguard the nation. In June and July 2024, RPF apprehended 88 Bangladeshi and
Rohingya migrants in areas under the Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR). Some of these individuals confessed to entering India illegally and
were intercepted while traveling by train to destinations such as Kolkata. In October 2024, reports highlighted that despite increased security
measures along the Bangladesh border, illegal migrants continue to infiltrate India, using Assam as a transit route and railways as their preferred
mode of travel to reach other parts of the country. These incidents underscore the challenges faced by Indian authorities in monitoring and
securing railway networks against illegal infiltration. The use of railways by infiltrators not only facilitates their movement across states but also
complicates efforts to detect and prevent unauthorized entry into the country. For considering the above issue, the RPF has intensified its efforts
by collaborating with key security agencies such as the Border Security Force (BSF), local police, and intelligence units. This inter-agency
approach has significantly enhanced operational efficiency, enabling swift identification and detention of individuals involved in illegal migration.
Despite its significant contributions, the RPF is not directly empowered to prosecute apprehended individuals. Instead, detained persons are
handed over to police and other authorized agencies for further legal proceedings.

In the light of recent political turmoil going on in the neighboring countries such as Bangladesh and Myanmar and geopolitical developments
and socio-religious factors in these regions have led to an influx of individuals seeking refuge, employment, and shelter deep within India's
hinterlands. It remains a significant concern for national security. While precise statistics on the number of infiltrators using railways are limited,
recent reports indicate that illegal migrants often utilize railway networks to transit through regions like Assam and Tripura en route to other
parts of India. The Railway Protection Force has risen to the challenge of addressing this critical issue, playing a pivotal role in identifying and
apprehending illegal migrants attempting to penetrate India's borders. These individuals are not only a matter of national security concern but
are also highly vulnerable to exBloitation, including human trafficking for bonded labor, domestic help, prostitution, and even organ harvesting.
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