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Centre ensuring seamless paddy and

CMR procurement in Punjab State
The target of 185 LMT for KMS 2024-25 to be fully procured: Joshi

New Delhi, Focus News: Union Minister of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution and New and Renewable Energy,
Shri Pralhad Joshi held a Press Conference today on the measures
taken by the Union Government to ensure seamless paddy and
Custom Milled Rice (CMR) procurement in Punjab State. The
Minister reiterated that the target of 185 LMT fixed for Kharif
Marketing Season (KMS) 2024-25 will be fully procured and not
a single grain of paddy will be left unprepared. The Minister also
announced that an online portal for grievance redressal of rice
millers will be launched shortly so that any difficulties faced by
the stakeholders can be addressed promptly. In Punjab, the
procurement of paddy officially commenced on October 1, 2024,
with 2700 designated mandis, including temporary yards, to
ensure smooth operations. Due to heavy rainfall in September
and higher moisture content in paddy, the harvesting and
procurement were slightly delayed. However, despite a late start,
the state is on track now to achieve its target of procuring 185
LMT of paddy by November 2024. All measures are in place to
ensure smooth procurement operations in Punjab for KMS 2024-
25. As on 26th Oct 2024, out of 54.5 LMT arrival in mandis, 50
LMT of paddy has been procured. During KMS 2023-24, out of
65.8 LMT arrival, 61.5 LMT paddy had been procured by 26th
Oct 2023. MSP for Paddy(Common) has seen a substantial rise
from Rs 1310 /Qtl in 2013-14 to Rs 2300/Qtl in 2024-25. A total
of 3800 millers have applied for registration out of which 3250
millers have already been allotted the work by the Punjab
government. More millers are expected to register and be allotted
the work in the next 7 days.

To ensure that adequate storage arrangements are in place for the
CMR, several high level meetings have been conducted with the
Punjab State Government and follow-up actions are being taken
up on priority. This includes, speedy evacuation of wheat stock
to deficit states, hiring of CWC / SWC Godowns on nomination
basis, expediting creation of 31 LMT storage capacity under PEG
scheme etc. Out of the All-India Movement plan of 34.75 LMT
for the month of October, around 40% i.e 13.76 LMT is allocated
to Punjab state. At present around 15 LMT storage space is
vacant in Punjab. The delivery of CMR usually begins in
December every year and by that time, sufficient space will be
available to ensure smooth delivery of CMR by the millers. A
detailed depot-wise plan has been prepared to evacuate 13-14
LMT of wheat every month from Punjab until March, 2025. A
high-level committee under the chairmanship of Chairman and
Managing Director of Food Corporation of India (CMD FCI) is
monitoring the movement plan and storage capacity creation/
hiring on a weekly basis so as to facilitate storage of rice stocks
of KMS 2024-25. There has also been demand from the millers
for reduction of the existing 67% OTR (Out Turn Ratio from
paddy to rice) set by FCI, citing that the paddy variety PR — 126
has been giving 4-5% lesser OTR than usual. PR- 126 variety
has been in use in Punjab since 2016 and there had never been
any such issues reported previously. It is understood that the
primary reason this has been raised is the rise in hybrid varieties
that are marketed in the name of PR- 126 in the state of Punjab.
It is reported that hybrid varieties have a significantly lower OTR
compared to PR — 126. OTR norms prescribed by the
Government of India are uniform all over India and are agnostic
of the seed variety. Procurement all over the country is primarily
based on uniform specifications, commonly called Fair Average
Quality (FAQ). Moreover, a study has been assigned to IIT
Kharagpur for reviewing the present OTR and Driage incidentals
of Paddy and the work is in progress. For this purpose, tests are
being conducted in different rice procuring states including
Punjab. With regard to the additional transportation charges
incurred by the Rice millers, FCI has delegated power to the
Regional level to allow additional transportation charges in case
vacant space is not available in the designated depot beyond a
waiting period of 15 days. The necessary customization for
enabling the same has been made in the procurement portal. This
issue has already been resolved to the satisfaction of the millers.

Total person days generated between FY 2006-07 to FY 2013-14 were 1660 crore,
whereas, the total person days between FY 2014-15 to FY 2024-25 has been 2923 crore

New Delhi, Focus News: It has been noticed by the Ministry of Rural Development that some section of the media has quoted that “Rural Employment under
MGNREGS dip by 16% in first half of current year. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 (Mahatma Gandhi NREGA)
aims at enhancing livelihood security of households in rural areas of the country by providing at least one hundred days of guaranteed wage employment in
a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. It may be noted that the total person days generated between
FY 2006-07 to FY 2013-14 were 1660 crore, whereas, the total person days between FY 2014-15 to FY 2024-25 has been 2923 crore. Since MGNREGA is a
demand driven scheme and current FY is still ongoing, hence, it is not possible to fix an exact target of person days generation. However, the states/UTs can
send proposal for labour budget revision as per the local felt needs. Under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA Direct Benefit Transfer, all payments to the workers are
to be credited into the accounts of the workers. The crediting of payments are done using the Aadhaar number of the beneficiary with which the account is
linked. ABPS conversion is a major reform process where benefits are credited directly into the bank accounts based on the Aadhaar of the workers under
Mahatma Gandhi NREGS, preferably Aadhaar Based Payments, cutting several layers in the delivery process. APBS helps in better targeting, increasing the
efficiency of the system and reducing the delays in payments, ensuring greater inclusion by curbing leakages and thereby, controlling expenditure and
promoting greater accountability and transparency. The major benefit of ABPS conversion in Mahatma Gandhi NREGA is to minimize the rejection of
transactions due to the frequent changing of accounts. Still, it also helps to maximize the performance of DBT. As on 26.10.2024, Aadhar seeding has been
done for 13.10 crore active workers, which is 99.3% of total active workers (13.18 crore). It is a fallacious argument that workers’ demand for work is not
registered if their accounts are not ABPS-enabled and that their wages remain unpaid because of this reason. In case of non-eligible workers, whose ABPS is
still pending, states/UTs have been requested to sensitize all banks to ensure timely seeding of Aadhar numbers of NREGS beneficiaries into NPCI mapper.
In this regard, it is also informed that if any transaction returns from NPCI/Bank with any valid reason for rejection under ABPS then that transaction can be
regenerated from NACH (National Automated Clearing House) payment mode. Therefore, there already exists an alternative solution at NREGASoft in the
form of NACH Payment mode (i.e. Account Based) for the regeneration of failed transactions under ABPS. States/UTs have been continuously sensitized
regarding this. Job card verification is a continuous process under Mahatma Gandhi NREGS. This exercise is conducted by states/UTs with the help of the
Aadhaar number as a tool of de-duplication. Job cards can be cancelled/deleted, after due verification, only if it is a fake job card (incorrect job card)/ duplicate

“Northeast with its Natural Harmony and Richness Empowers
People for self- dlscovery& Inner Peace:” J agdeep Dhankhar

New Delhi, Focus News: Bharat has
long exemplified the principles of
peace, harmony, brotherhood, and
spirituality. Our ancient philosophy,
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'-—meaning
'"The world is one family'—forms the
essence of Indian civilization and
culture. As we focus on the North-
East, we invite peace, harmony, self-
discovery, and a deeper devotional
consciousness into our lives. Our
nation's rich diversity carries an
inherent message of unity, and with a
foundation of spiritual knowledge and
meditation, we strengthen our
capacity to build a healthier society
and nation,’ said the Honourable Vice
President of India, Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar at the inaugural ceremony
of 21st Biennial Convention of
Krishnaguru International Spiritual
Youth Society here today. The inaugural event
was also attended by the Governor of Assam,
Lakshman Prasad Acharya; the Chief Minister
of Assam, Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, the
Union Minister of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal; CEM
of BTC, Pramod Boro; Bhaktimatri Kuntala
Patowary Goswami; and Kamala Gogoi,
President, Krishnaguru International Spiritual
Youth Society. Event was attended by devotees
from different parts of the country, including
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana and Assam.
Speaking on the occasion, the Vice President
of India, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar said, “When
I reached at this event, it gave me a radiant
energy after I met ‘Guru’ Gurukrishna
Premananda Prabhu. I am going away with an
energy with Ek Naam, Krishnaguru. By
changing the name of Krishaguru, it brings
about convergence spirituality and sublimity. I
won’t forget this moment ever. What I am
seeing here is a remarkable, spectacular
congregation of youth with dedication to
nationalism, spiritually inclined and with a
heart to give back to the society. This is

because of their belief in Ek Naam -
Krishnaguru. There is manifestation of
powerful divine energy here - which has come
from Holiness Parampujya Krishnaguru. He
embodies the divine grace illuminating the
hearts of his devotees with service, love, &
humanity. [ have seen the breathtaking scenery
of Assam which makes conducive
environment for people to enrich our hearts
and minds with spirituality.”

Adding further, the Vice President, said, “I am
in Northeast. With its natural harmony allows
people for self-discovery and inner peace. |
have got a fresh lease of inner peace after |
attended this programme here today. Our
spiritual heritage, unlike any other in this
world, rich and unique, is treasure trove of
wisdom which is encapsulated in texts like
Ramayana and Mahabharata. This is the crux
of our identity and this is going to enlighten
our youths and generations to come. The one
who has contributed generously towards its
propagation is Ek Naam - Krishaguru.
Bhartiyata is our identity and for its
propagation and invulnerability one stands

CSIR Leads Mass Cleanliness Drive at New Delhi

Rallway Statlon as Part of Spec1al Campalgn 4,

firmly on ground - Ek Naam, Krishnaguru.
Action should be guided by higher purpose
which resonates strongly today when I was
with Param Pujya.” "We will keep inspiring
society with the profound spiritual awareness
and message of peace and brotherhood
embodied by Krishna Guru. Following the
path laid by Pramananda Prabhu, a significant
channel for youth social service is emerging,
engaging thousands in welfare activities and
the pursuit of self-reliance,” said the Governor
of Assam, Lakshman Prasad Acharya.
Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister
Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma said, "The path to
self-reliance through spirituality has been laid
by Krishnaguru. Today, we see a society
poised for enterprise. Under the visionary
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
by 2047, India will play a strong role in the
journey toward self-reliance. This direction of
spiritual consciousness is also of utmost
importance. I am honored to be present at this
significant moment and extend my gratitude to
the esteemed Vice President for inspiring the
people of Assam."

Indian Railways & Ministry of Women

0 & Child Development launch Revised SOP
for the Protection of Vulnerable Children

New Delhi, Focus News: As part of the ongoing Spec1al Campalgn 4 0, the Council of
Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), in coordination with the Northern Rallways carried
out a cleanliness drive at the New Delhi Railway Station. Dr N Kalaiselvi, the DG, CSIR
and Shri Mahesh Yadav, Station Director, New Delhi Railway Station lead the cleanliness
drive. During the event, the Safai Mitras of New Delhi Railway Station were felicitated by
CSIR, underscoring CSIR’s appreciation for the contributions of sanitation workers in
maintaining public cleanliness. During the drive, the Northern Railways demonstrated its
various advanced motorized equipment and cleaning systems to maintain cleanliness at the
railway station. In a bid to promote environmental sustainability, DG, CSIR and Secretary,
DSIR; Joint Secretary, CSIR, and Director, CSIR-IMMT spearheaded a plantation drive. This
effort was aligned with CSIR’s ongoing initiatives #Plant4Mother and #EkPedMaaKeNaam,
aimed at increasing green cover and fostering ecological balance. The CSIR team also
performed a skit showcasing CSIR’s contributions including its collaboration with the Indian
Railways and many technologies, especially those related to waste management. The event
was presided by Dr. N Kalaiselvi, Director General, CSIR and Secretary DSIR along with
the participation of Shri Mahendra Kumar Gupta, Joint Secretary (Admin.), Dr. Ramanuj
Narayan, Director, CSIR-IMMT, Mayank Mathur, Chief Scientist and Nodal Officer, Special
Campaign 4.0, Dr. A.S. Nirmala Devi, Principal Scientist and Deputy Nodal Officer and other
dignitaries from CSIR. From Northern Railway, Mahesh Yadav, Station Director and other
dignitaries participated in the event and extended their support. The partnership between
CSIR and Indian Railways exemplifies a unified effort towards achieving the goals of Special

Campaign 4.0 under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

New Delhi, Focus News: The safety of women and
children remains a top priority for the government.
While appreciating crucial contribution of Indian
Railways in making Rail travel safe for women &
children, the Ministry of Women and Child

job card/ household not willing to work/ family shifted from Gram Panchayat permanently/ single person in job card and that person has expired.

Development has assured the Railways that
funding will not be a constraint for its efforts in
making the Rail travel safe for women and
children. In a landmark initiative to protect
vulnerable children found on railway premises
nationwide, Railway Protection Force (RPF), in
collaboration with the Ministry of Women and
Child Development, has launched an updated
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) at Rail
Bhawan in New Delhi on 25.10.2024. This
comprehensive SOP outlines a robust framework
for safeguarding children who come into contact
with Indian Railways. During the launch of the
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), Shri Anil
Malik, Secretary, MoWCD, praised Indian
Railways for its initiatives to enhance the safety
and security of juveniles through measures like
installing CCTV and face recognition technology
at upgraded railway stations. With over 2.3 crore
passengers traveling by rail each day, including 30
percent women—many of whom travel alone—
there is a pressing need to safeguard vulnerable
groups, especially juveniles who risk exploitation
by human traffickers. At the event, the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) briefed MoWCD officials
on the importance of reinforcing Anti-Human
Trafficking Units (AHTUs) and urged states such
as Assam, Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Chhattisgarh,
and Madhya Pradesh to establish these units at their
railway stations to prevent trafficking and enhance
passenger safety. RPF is undertaking a very
proactive role to make sure that its premises are not
used by human traffickers to abet the transportation
of child. RPF has rescued 57,564 children in last
five years from trafficking. Out of them 18,172
were girls. Further the force made sure that 80
percent of these children were reunited with their
families. Under the ‘Operation Nanhe Farishte’,
RPF has introduced a series of focused initiatives
to secure safety of children throughout the railway
network. Recognizing the continuing challenge of
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India’s Science and Tech Ambitions Reach New Heights:
Dr. Jitendra Singh Details Transformative Initiatives

New Delhi, Focus News: In a forward-looking discussion with
the media, Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh laid out the
government’s bold and strategic vision for India’s science and
technology sectors and said that Modi 3.0 "science push" is
aimed at realising "Viksit Bharat". From launching a 21,000 crore
venture capital fund to support Space StartUps to introducing the
Bio E3 policy aimed at creating a bioeconomy, the Modi
government’s major initiatives in the first 100 days of its third
term signify its commitment to advancing India’s role on the
global innovation stage, the Minister said.. The Minister
highlighted that these initiatives not only bolster India’s scientific
prowess but also contribute to a sustainable, self-reliant economy
that can withstand global shifts in industry and resources. Dr.
Jitendra Singh opened by emphasizing the speed at which India
has embraced major reforms in science and technology. “In the
first 100 days of Prime Minister Modi’s third term, we have laid
the groundwork for transformative changes in science,
technology, and innovation,” he said. He pointed out that the
Prime Minister’s vision prioritises long-term, out-of-the-box
initiatives to ensure India’s leadership in critical domains like
space exploration, biotechnology, and meteorology.

One of the major highlights of Dr. Jitendra Singh’s interaction
was the announcement of a 31,000 crore venture capital fund
exclusively for the space sector. This fund, approved by the
cabinet, is part of a broader plan to leverage India’s growing base
of nearly 300 space startups. In the span of just a few years, India
has seen a remarkable shift in its space ecosystem, following the
government’s decision to open the sector to private players.
According to Dr. Jitendra Singh, this decision has helped unlock
India’s potential, allowing it to grow from a single-digit startup
presence to an ecosystem with hundreds of space tech companies
today. “India’s space economy will play a critical role in our
country’s growth,” Dr. Jitendra Singh noted, referencing the
global recognition India has garnered from achievements like the
Chandrayaan-3 mission. He further highlighted the Gaganyaan
mission, India’s first human crewed space mission has been
scheduled, which will include a female robot test flight as a final
dress rehearsal before sending human astronauts into space. “Our
advancements are not just about joining the ranks of other
spacefaring nations, but also about leading with innovation,
precision, and reliability,” he added.

With the Bio E3 policy, Dr. Jitendra Singh underscored a vision
for a “bio-driven” future, asserting that the next industrial
revolution will stem from bioeconomy initiatives rather than
traditional manufacturing. The policy, which covers
Biotechnology for Environment, Economy, and Employment, is
designed to create self-sufficiency in resources while reducing
dependency on imports. A key objective, he explained, is the shift
from petroleum-based resources to biofuel alternatives, enabling
waste-to-fuel transformations and other sustainable practices.
“Our natural resources, including rich bioresources along the
Himalayas and a 7,500-Kilometre coastline, position us uniquely
to drive this revolution,” Dr. Jitendra Singh said. “We’re tapping
into the biotechnology potential of the regions, ensuring
economic growth that is both inclusive and environmentally
sustainable.” Dr. Jitendra Singh also announced significant
updates on Mission Mausam, an initiative launched within the
first 100 days of Modi’s third term, aimed at enhancing the
accuracy of meteorological forecasts. The mission, which
integrates space and IT technologies, allows India to provide real-
time, actionable weather forecasts, not only for India but also for
neighbouring countries, including Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri
Lanka. Reflecting on India’s legacy in meteorology, he
acknowledged that the sector has struggled to receive adequate
investment until recently. “Now, we’re not just forecasting the
weather. We’re helping citizens understand the implications of
weather events and prepare accordingly,” he said. New Al-driven
applications will allow for hyper-local, hour-by-hour forecasts
for farmers and other stakeholders who depend on reliable
predictions. “Our aim is to deliver global-standard forecasts and
move towards predictive models that empower our agricultural
sector,” Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasised.

A cornerstone of India’s approach under Prime Minister Modi, Dr.
Jitendra Singh noted, is an all-encompassing strategy where
scientific disciplines converge to produce more impactful
outcomes. He highlighted that such collaboration is essential to
achieving India’s broader developmental goals, with the science
and tech sectors working cohesively to drive transformative results.
Dr. Jitendra Singh pointed to the India-Germany science
partnership as an example of this whole-of-science vision.
Germany, hosting over 50,000 Indian students and researchers, has
become a preferred destination for Indian scholars pursuing
innovative projects. “Germany and India’s collaboration,
particularly in areas like biotechnology and renewable energy,
underscores the importance of international partnerships in
realising our scientific ambitions,” he said. Dr. Jitendra Singh
closed by emphasizing that the government’s science and
technology initiatives are rooted in a commitment to self-reliance
and global leadership. By strategically investing in space and
biotechnology, India is not only fostering economic growth but also
aligning with the sustainable goals needed to tackle future
challenges. These policies, he asserted, reflect the country’s

ambition to lead in domains that impact both economic resilience |
and the well-being of the public. India’s journey toward a self- |
reliant, scientifically advanced future is being mapped with each |

new policy, fund, and partnership, Dr. Jitendra Singh affirmed. “Our

goal is to make science work for India — to solve our challenges, to |
drive our economy, and to ensure that our citizens benefit directly |

from every innovation and breakthrough we make.”

PM’s vision of One Nation One Card which is called National

New Delhi, Focus News: Union Minister for
Housing & Urban Affairs and Power, Shri
Manohar Lal addressed the wvaledictory
session of the three days 17th Urban Mobility
India (UMI) Conference & Exhibition 2024 at
Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat today.
The other dignitaries present at this premier
event which is dedicated to the advancement
of sustainable urban mobility solutions were,
Shri Tokhan Sahu, Union Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri Kanubhai
Desai, Minister of Finance and Energy,
Government of Gujarat, Shri K C Mohapatra,
Minister of Housing and Urban Development,
Public Enterprises, Government of Odisha,
Shri Srinivas R Katikithala , Secretary,
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs.
Addressing the valedictory Session, Union
Minister Shri Manohar Lal stated that under
the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi India has now
come to the third position in the world in terms
of operational rail network. Very soon Indian
Metro network shall become second largest.
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of One
Nation One Card which is called National
Common Mobility Card (NCMC) is now
becoming reality and most of the Metros in
India have adopted NCMC and this is going to
be a game changer in Urban Mobility sector.
Tokhan Sahu, MoS, Housing and Urban
Affairs applauded the Urban Mobility India
(UMI) yearly conference initiative since 2008
in addressing the issues of Urban Mobility in
India. He is also delighted to share surpassing
of more than 1 crore daily ridership of Metro

Common Mobility Card is now becomlng reahty Manohar Lal

trains in the country . He has also highlighted
that vision and commitment of Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India towards “Viksit Bharat
2047”. The UMI has different categories of
award in the field of Transport Sector
especially in the Urban Transport. The awards
are given to the state / city authorities for
“Excellence/ best practice projects in Urban
Transport”. The following 12 categories of
awards were given to the winners who have
been recommended by the Awards Selection
Committee headed by the high level officers
of the Government and experts of the field:
City with the Most Sustainable Transport
System;

City with the Best Public Transport System;
City with the Best Non-Motorised Transport

System City with Best Safety and Security
System & Record;

City with the Best Intelligent Transport System
dTS);

City with the Most Innovative Financing
Mechanism;

City with Best Record of Public Involvement
in Transport;

City with the Best Freight Transport system,;
City with the Best Green Transport Initiative;
Metro Rail with the Best Multimodal
Integration;

Metro Rail with the Best Passenger Services
and Satisfaction; and

Running trophy for the State / UT, which has
Implemented Best Urban Transport projects
during the previous year.

Railway Protection Force Organizes Commemorative Events in Memory of
RPF Martyrs During Police Commemoration Week on October 28, 2024

New Delhi, Focus News: The Railway Protection Force (RPF) will hold a series of commemorative events culminating in a day-long program
at the National Police Memorial in New Delhi on October 28, 2024, to honour the memory and sacrifice of police martyrs. These observances,
will be held in conjunction with Police Commemoration Week (October 21-30), reflect the RPF’s commitment to recognizing the courage,
dedication, and sacrifices made by its personnel. The commemorative events began on October 21, 2024, in line with the vision of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi to share the stories of selflessness and valour of martyrs with the nation, especially in the communities where
they were raised and educated. As part of these initiatives, the RPF honoured the families of its martyrs across nine states, with ceremonies
held in local communities such as panchayats and schools where these heroes once studied. These heartfelt gatherings fostered a strong bond
between the RPF and the communities, ensuring the martyrs' legacies continue to inspire the next generation. The concluding day of events on
October 28 which has been allotted to RPF will feature two main sessions: morning and evening, each dedicated to celebrating and
commemorating the RPF's brave martyrs. Families of the martyrs will be given a guided visit to the National Police Museum, Wall of Valour,
and the National Rail Museum. During their visit to the National Police Memorial, they will be briefed on the vital role of the Central Police
Forces in national security and the historical contributions of RPF personnel to the growth, operation, and security of Indian Railways at the
iconic National Rail Museum. The evening session will be graced by the presence of Shri Ravneet Singh, Union Minister of State for Railways
and Food Processing Industries, who will preside over the event at the National Police Memorial.
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