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Tips for treatment of a person
affected by a sunstroke

Lay the person in a cool place, under a shade. Wipe her/him with a
wet cloth/wash the body frequently. Pour normal temperature water
on head. The main thing is to bring down the body temperature.

Give the person ORS to drink or lemon sarbat/
torani or whatever is useful to rehydrate the body.

Take the person immediately to the nearest health centre.
The patient needs immediate hospitalization, as heat strokes could fatal.
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REC Limited avails SACE-Covered

Green Loan for 60.5

Billion Japanese Yen

New Delhi, Focus News:
In a significant step
towards sustainable
development in India,
REC Limited, a
Maharatna Central Public
Sector Enterprise and
leading NBFC under the
Ministry of Power, has
successfully availed a
Green Loan of Japanese
Yen (JPY) 60.536 billion
to finance eligible green
projects in India. The

green loan  facility
benefits from an 80%
guarantee by Italian

Export Credit Agency,
SACE (Italy) under their
innovative Push Strategy
programme. The
arrangement between
SACE and REC is a

" as an established Issuer
with deep access to global funding 93

-Sh. Vivek Kumar Dewangan
CMD, REC Ltd.

breakthrough and a first-
of-its-kind collaboration between an
Indian government entity and SACE.
The green loan facility sets a
benchmark in the Indian public sector
landscape, for similar green financing
transactions, highlighting a growing
commitment to sustainable financing.
The facility also marks SACE’s first
JPY-denominated loan transaction
and first green loan transaction in
India. The Green Loan has loan
participation from banks across Asia,
USA and Europe, namely Crédit
Agricole Corporate and Investment
Bank, Bank of America, Citibank,
KfW IPEX-Bank and Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corporation as
Mandated Lead Arrangers. Crédit
Agricole Corporate and Investment
Bank would be acting as the Export
Credit Agency Coordinator, Green
Loan Coordinator, Documentation
Bank and Facility Agent. The loan
facility is a strategic investment for
REC Limited, which reinforces its
commitment to foster sustainable

growth, in alignment with the
company’s Green Finance
Framework. The green loan

demonstrates the dedication of REC
and its partners in supporting projects
which meet rigorous environmental
standards, promote renewable energy
and contribute to reducing carbon
emissions throughout India.
Additionally, it also reflects the
growing momentum towards green
financing and the collective efforts of
stakeholders to address
environmental challenges.

Commenting on the collaboration,

Bhutani launches mob App of
Bhartiya Beej Sah Samiti (BBSSL)

Chairperson & Managing Director,
REC, Shri Vivek Kumar Dewangan
said: “The successful transaction in
this truly global facility is
anticipated to pave way for more
such collaborations, further
enhancing Indo-Italian business
relationships in green energy
financing and sustainable projects. It
will also help boost the global
community’s support for sustainable
development projects in India.”
Head of SACE — India & South Asia
Shri Gautam Bhansali commented:
“SACE is proud to partner with REC
for this ‘Green Push Strategy’
transaction, which is an innovative
and first-in-its-kind structure being
executed in India. Through this
facility, SACE is committed to
support projects in renewable
energy, green mobility and energy
efficiency, enabling sustainable
long-term growth in India.”

Senior Country Officer for India,
Crédit Agricole Corporate and
Investment Bank, Mr. Franck
Passillier said: “The transaction
exemplifies Crédit Agricole
Corporate and Investment Bank’s
unwavering dedication to fostering
sustainable development, in line with
our Bank’s leading position in global
sustainable finance for more than a
decade. Our strategic collaboration
with REC underscores our steadfast
commitment to advancing
environmentally responsible
initiatives and promoting the growth
of sustainable financing within
India’s promising market.”

Conflicted Coexistence by Author and

Wild Life Photographer Sunll Gadhoke

New Delhi, Focus News: It is a
privilege to see a tiger in the wild.
One of the most remarkable animals
has been saved from extinction, for
now. With a marginal improvement
in tiger numbers over the last 5
decades, we find ourselves at a
crossroad, where the relentless
march of economic progress
intersects with the imperative of
ecological stewardship. It’s a
delicate balancing act where
complacency is a luxury we cannot
afford. The conflict between rapid

urbanization and wildlife
conservation underscores a
fundamental challenge facing
modern  societies.  Preserving

biodiversity and allowing wildlife to
thrive is not just an ecological
concern but a crucial strategy to
mitigate impacts of global warming,
greenhouse emissions, and climate
change. Yet, our conservation efforts
face formidable obstacles as human
settlements encroach upon wildlife
territories, leading to frequent and
often deadly instances of human-
wildlife conflict.

Significantly contributing to this
conflict is the proliferation of free
ranging  dogs, an  effect
exacerbated by policies such as the
Animal Birth Control (Dogs)
Rules of 2001/2023. These dogs
pose a threat to both wildlife and
human communities. Not only do
they prey upon wildlife, disrupting
the delicate balance of the
ecosystem, but they also serve as
carriers of deadly diseases such as
Canine Distemper Virus (CDV),
rabies and a host of other diseases. The
unchecked growth of domestic dog
populations within and around protected
areas not only endangers prey species but
also puts carnivores like tigers, lions and
leopards at serious risk. Camera trap
surveys reveal that in some reserves, more
dogs are captured on film than tigers,
underscoring the severity of the issue.
The interspecies transmission of diseases
like CDV presents a grave risk to wildlife
populations, as evidenced by devastating
outbreaks in Africa and India. Dogs
transmit diseases to Hyenas and jackals,
common inhabitants of buffer zones that
act as vectors for disease transmission,
further imperiling species like tigers. The
ecological ramifications of CDV are
profound, threatening the stability of
already vulnerable big cat populations.
Although tigers are a resilient species,
human-induced threats have wiped them

to localised extinction in the Sariska and

Panna tiger reserve in 2004 and 2009
respectively. The lessons learned from
these extinctions are hard-earned and must
not be overlooked. These crises were not
solely the result of threats like poaching,
but rather a result of systemic failures in
understanding and managing tiger
ecology. It has been scientifically
established from these extinctions that
even small disruptions due to unnecessary
tiger mortality had an extremely serious
impact on the population, which never
recovered afterward (Chandawat, The
Rise and Fall of Emerald Tiger, 2018).

Unnatural mortality in a breeding
population, specially in small isolated
populations (common in India), due to the
spread of a disease can potentially wipe
out a population in a short period of time.
As this article seeks to warn, the crisis
looming on the horizon is a direct result
of the NTCA notifying in 2020 the ABC

Rules to apply in the forests despite
empirical evidence i.e camera trap
captures, loss of Gir lions and well
documented impact of the threat
globally. In short allowing the ABC
rules to manage feral and stray dogs
in and around tiger reserves could
spell doom for tigers. With the
benefit of hindsight, we can
confidently predict that if this
menace is left unchecked, their
numbers in the forest could grow
many times as they have in the rest
of the landscape potentially
spelling doom for conservation
efforts directed towards the tiger,
other big cats and biodiversity as a
whole. India's laws, policy thrust,
conservation strategies,
biodiversity conservation programs
and landscape restoration programs
appear to be at serious risk of
disruption from this single invasive
animal menace. India will not only
lose its precious heritage but will
also end up a case study
showcasing the failure of our
conservation fabric due to bad
policy.

Addressing this complex issue
requires a paradigm shift in our
conservation strategies. A zero-
tolerance policy towards feral dogs
within and around critical habitats
and buffer zones is imperative. This
policy should encompass a range of
measures, including the suspension
of Animal Birth Control rules,
responsible ownership near PAs,
the systematic capture and
euthanization of feral dogs,
increased monitoring and testing for
diseases, and swift and effective remedial
action when disease spread is detected.
Moreover, there is an urgent need for a
comprehensive review of existing policies
and the implementation of robust
mechanisms to eradicate this menace from
the landscape. In conclusion, the paper
advocates for a holistic approach to
conservation that strikes a balance
between economic development and the
preservation of our natural heritage. By
addressing human-induced factors and
rectifying policy shortcomings, we can
ensure the long-term survival of not just
the tiger but the entire ecosystem upon
which our survival depends. Only through
informed, science-based interventions can
we safeguard our biodiversity for future
generations. It is a daunting task, but one
that we must undertake with unwavering
determination and collective action at a
national scale.

SCO Defence Ministers’ Meeting in Kazakhstan
endorses ‘One Earth, One Family, One Future’

New Delhi, Focus News: Defence Secretary

New Delhi, Union Ministry of
Cooperation  Secretary  Ashish
Bhutani launched a mobile app of
Bhartiya Beej Sahkari Samiti
Limited (BBSSL). The mobile
application is exclusively dedicated
to process and grant of membership;
it can be downloaded from google
play store, which can also provide
membership status. The BBSSL app
is serving as a one-stop platform for
cooperatives to access BBSSL info
and apply for share membership,
making the process more accessible

mobile app, Bhutani also chaired a meeting with BBSSL Chairman Yogendra Kumar and reviewed the

and efficient. Prior to launching the

Shri Giridhar Aramane participated in the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Defence Ministers’ meeting in Astana,
Kazakhstan on April 26, 2024. During the
meeting, a protocol was signed by the Defence
Ministers of all SCO Member States. A Joint
Communique was issued after the meeting, in
which the SCO Defence Ministers agreed,
amongst other initiatives, to developing the idea
of ‘One Earth, One Family, One Future’, which
is rooted in the ancient Indian philosophy of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. At the meeting, the Defence Secretary reiterated India’s steadfast
commitment towards maintaining peace, stability and security in the SCO region. He emphasised the
need to adopt a zero-tolerance approach towards terrorism in all its forms for prosperity and development
of the SCO Member States. Shri Giridhar Aramane mentioned about India’s long-standing proposal of

progress of the activities of the newly formed National Seed Cooperative Society.

Collaboration with multiple agencies helping us rein in illicit trade: DGP, Mizoram

New Delhi, Focus News: Highlighting
the effective role of recent
collaborations with multiple
enforcement agencies in tackling illicit
trade, Mr Anil Shukla, Director General
of Police, Mizoram, yesterday said that
there remains ample room for enhancing
capacities.  Addressing the ‘In
Conversation Series’ organised by
FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy), Mr Shukla,
said, “We have established fruitful
collaborations with multiple agencies,
including the Assam Police, BSF,
Narcotics  Departments, and the
Customs Department. While these
partnerships have been valuable, there
remains ample room for enhancing our
capacities further. 1 am eagerly
anticipating  FICCI =~ CASCADE's
initiative to organise and facilitate such
a platform for our officers, which will
undoubtedly contribute to our ongoing

endeavours in combating illicit trade
effectively. The most important or
worrisome aspect of smuggling is the
movement of drugs in the form of high-
quality heroin, ganja and meth. The drug
trade has been escalating nearly every
year. In 2023, drug seizures amounted to
a value of Rs 190 crore.”

Shukla further emphasised that the Indo-
Myanmar border presents a significant
challenge due to its porous nature,
lacking fences and characterised by vast
rugged and riverine terrain. Situated
within the Golden Triangle, Mizoram
experiences substantial trafficking of
drugs and contraband. Moreover, the
region grapples with the smuggling of
areca nut, foreign cigarettes and the
illicit trade in exotic animals, he
highlighted. He delved into the
landscape of counterfeiting and
smuggling within North-East India, with
a specific focus on Mizoram,
highlighting the associated challenges.

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism at the United Nations. He also highlighted the

concept of ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)’, proposed by India for the Indo-Pacific.

Mr Shukla outlined potential strategies
to combat this issue, emphasising the
importance of a community-centric
approach and the enhancement of
enforcement and investigative
mechanisms. He also welcomed the
proposal of a capacity building exercise
that can be organised by FICCI
CASCADE for the Mizoram Police to
bolster the efforts in tackling these
threats effectively. Regarding potential
solutions to the smuggling problem, Mr
Shukla emphasised that while there may
not be ready-made solutions, investing
in intelligence gathering and cultivating
sources is imperative. He stressed the
importance of establishing a network of
individuals who possess a deep
understanding of local intricacies and
terrain. He also advocated for a
collaborative approach involving the
entirety of society, asserting that a
‘whole of community’ strategy would be
more effective in addressing the issue

comprehensively. Deep Chand, Former
Special Commissioner, Delhi Police and
Advisor, FICCI CASCADE, said,
“Illicit trade remains a significant
challenge in our country, with
counterfeit goods and smuggling
activities posing serious threats to our
economy and public welfare. As we
strive to safeguard the integrity of our
markets and protect consumers, the role
of law enforcement, particularly the
police, becomes paramount. However, it
is imperative to recognise that criminal
syndicates are becoming increasingly
sophisticated in their operations,
exploiting loopholes in our systems and
utilizing technology to evade detection.
FICCI CASCADE has been actively
offering capacity-building training
sessions to judicial officers, customs
officers, and state police officers. We are
dedicated to enhancing the skills and
knowledge of law enforcement
personnel, and we would be delighted to

extend our training programs to the
Mizoram Police as well. By providing
such enablement and training, we aim to
equip officers with the tools and
expertise necessary to effectively
combat illicit trade activities within their
jurisdictions.” FICCI CASCADE has
been over the years working closely
with government, industry, enforcement
officials, legal fraternity, consumer
organizations and the youth to create
awareness on the adverse impact of the
problem of counterfeiting and
smuggling. One of FICCI CASCADE’s
mandate is capacity building of law
enforcement agencies, and it has worked
extensively and intensively in this area;
organizing training programmes for
police officers across India and
interactions with the law enforcement
authorities to emphasize on the
importance  of  awareness  and
seriousness of the impact of counterfeit
and smuggled goods.
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Hardayal Prasad is new MD
and CEO of Srel Infra Finance

Kolkata, Focus News: Under the new
management of the state-owned National
Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(NARCL), Srei Infrastructure Finance
Limited (SIFL) on Tuesday announced the
appointment of Hardayal Prasad as its new
Managing Director and CEO. Prasad, with
36 years of experience, is a former
Managing Director & CEO of SBI Cards
& Payment Services Ltd and PNB

&£

(IBC) initiated by RBI to resolve
over Rs 32,000 crore debt of the
NBFCs.

Srei began its journey in 1989 as
an asset financing NBFC, with
Hemant Kanoria as the key face
of SIFL. According to the
resolution plan, the new
management will continue to
grow SIFL, while it will wind up
Srei Equipment once the
company completes the recovery
of its dues from the market. A
company statement said that
under Prasad's leadership, SIFL
plans to re-enter the construction
& mining equipment financing
industry to cater to the needs of

Housing Finance Ltd, a company
statement said. The Kolkata-based
Kanorias previously controlled the twin
companies of SIFL and Srei Equipment
Finance Company till RBI superseded
their boards over alleged mismanagement
in October 2021 and subsequently initiated
IBC proceedings. However, NARCL
successfully acquired the companies under
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code

the segment. "Srei had been a
prominent contributor to the Construction
& Mining Equipment (CME) financing
space. Now, with the completion of the
resolution process, we are confident of re-
establishing SIFL as a significant
contributor in the industry and enabling
customers with financing solutions across
the life cycle of the Construction &
Mining Equipment in the near future,"
said the SIFL MD & CEO.

Global Science & Economic Exchange Forum Dubai: A Grand Success |

New Delhi, Focus News: The Global Science &
Economic Exchange Forum Dubai was held on 23rd
April 2024, in the vibrant city of Dubai. This significant
event was organized by GTTCI VN and showcased an
array of international awards while providing a platform
for discussions and exchanges between members from
India and Dubai. The chief guest for the event was His
Highness Shaikh Saqr Majed Salem Mohammed
Algasimi, whose presence added a touch of grandeur to
the occasion. The forum attracted notable figures,
including Dr. Gaurav Gupta, the founder of GTTCI, who
played an instrumental role in making the event a
success.A highlight of the forum was the felicitation of
various GTTCI members with international awards.

These members included Dr. Rashmi Saluja , Dr.
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Jaspreet Singh Bindra, Adv. Rajiv Tuli, Dr. Pawan Kansal, Mr. Richi Bansal, Dr. BU Abdullah, Mr. Pankaj Aggarwal, and Mr.
Hanumana Prasad. Their remarkable contributions were recognized and celebrated during the event. The forum also had a special
guest appearance by Mr. Jagdish Sarda, Ms. Reena Mehrotra, and actress Shivani Sharma, who brought an additional layer of charm
and appeal to the event. Overall, the Global Science & Economic Exchange Forum Dubai was a remarkable event that not only
facilitated knowledge exchange but also celebrated the achievements of its esteemed participants. The success of the event marks
a positive step forward in fostering international collaboration and recognition in the fields of science and economics.

Strand Life Sciences Develops Prenatal
Genomic Diagnostics Portfolio

Bengaluru, Strand Life Sciences, a subsidiary of Reliance
Industries Ltd., and a leading global provider of genomic and
bioinformatic solutions, proudly announces its prenatal
screening and diagnostics portfolio with two breakthrough
technologies: CNSeq (for identification of aneuploidies and
copy number variations) and MaatriSeq (Non-Invasive Prenatal
Screening). These innovations are tailored to the specific needs
of the Indian community, offering unparalleled efficiency, cost-
effectiveness, and accuracy. CNSeq brings the latest Next
Generation Sequencing technology to an important prenatal test
marking a significant leap forward in prenatal diagnostics.
Leveraging proprietary software, CNSeq delivers unmatched
precision in identifying Copy Number Variations (CNVs),
outperforming traditional cytogenetic and molecular techniques.
MaatriSeq is the first Non-Invasive Prenatal Screening (NIPS)
solution to be validated on the latest high throughput Illumina
® NovaSeqTM X Plus sequencing platform to deliver a highly
accurate and cost-effective solution making it accessible to a
wider community in India. MaatriSeq exhibits exceptional
sensitivity and specificity in identifying fetal chromosomal
abnormalities, surpassing other existing techniques. These
advanced tests developed by Strand Life Sciences are based on
a genomic analysis pipeline specifically developed and validated
on Indian samples and conditions. “Strand is at the forefront of
advanced genomic solutions and continues to redefine standards
in genetic diagnostics. With these innovations in advanced
genetic technologies, Strand wants to contribute to the efforts
by the Indian Government in reducing the burden of rare
diseases in India,” said Ramesh Hariharan, CEO and Co-founder
of Strand Life Sciences. India has the highest rate of Down
Syndrome with 1 in 830 births affected according to the Down
Syndrome Federation of India. Prenatal diagnosis can help
detect Down Syndrome and other fetal abnormalities. While
routine screening tests remain an option for many expectant
parents, they unfortunately have lower detection rates and higher
false positives. Sequencing based NIPS has superior accuracy,
early detection, and safety advantages, especially for high-risk
individuals. American College of Medical Genetics and
Genomics (ACMG) strongly recommends NIPS over traditional
screening methods for all pregnant women with singleton and
twin gestations for fetal trisomies 21, 18, and 13. Prof Dr.
Narendra Malhotra, Senior Consultant Obstetrician and
Gynaecologist and past president of The Federation of Obstetric
and Gynecological Societies of India (FOGSI) said, "Advancing
prenatal genetic screening in India is crucial. NIPS, with its
higher sensitivity in detecting common aneuploidies, offers a
more accurate alternative to routine markers and biochemical
tests. With Strand Life Sciences introducing MaatriSeq NIPS
on a high throughput sequencing platform, we now have a
solution that combines superior quality and affordability, thus
helping widespread implementation." This service is exclusively
available upon prescription from any consultant duly registered
with PCPNDT, ensuring compliance with regulatory standards
and ethical guidelines. For more information about Strand Life
Sciences and its transformative prenatal screening and
diagnostics technologies, please visit https://strandls.com.

[ntellectual Property addresses all components of Viksit Bharat, we
must look at the social impact along with economic: Himani Pande [AS

“Viksit
Bharat 2047 is about empowering

New Delhi, Focus News:

people, a thriving economy, a
prosperous India and a sustainable
India. IP addresses all components of
Viksit Bharat and Atmanirbhar
Bharat. However, technology does
not address every problem that we
face today. We have to also think of
the social impact our work has and

not just focus on the economics, said
Ms. Himani Pande Additional
Secretary —  Department  for

Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Govt. of India at
ASSOCHAM’s 2nd IP Leadership
Summit and  Awards.  The
introduction of biometrics in the PDS
system has reduced pilferage through
ghost beneficiaries and made ration
accessible across the country. It does
not however solve all problems
making it important to build in civic
attention into innovations and IP. Just
two percent of I[P Grants are
commercialised, and we are in the
process of framing the IP financing
framework to increase that number
not just for the economics but also for
the societal benefits.” said Ms.
Himani Pande Additional Secretary,
DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Govt. of India.

Prof. (Dr) Unnat P. Pandit Controller
General of Patents, Designs &
Trademarks (CGPDTM), Govt. of
India, said “IP and innovation plays
a crucial role in driving development
and we are working to ensure that we
offer IP driven solutions that are

L.
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developed, deployed and
commercially utilized. The country
needs to strengthen its IP position.
Year on year we are witnessing a
growth in in IP filings. In FY 2023-
2024, we have 90,300 patent filing
which highlights the confidence of
researchers in the Indian economy.
There is enough traction on not just

development of a science or
technology  but equally on
protection.” Pravin Anand,
Chairperson ASSOCHAM IPR

Council and Managing Partner,
Anand and Anand, said, “IP balances
the old and the new, and values
science as well as arts. Traditional
knowledge  has now  been
incorporated in the world of IP.
Geographical indications and well
known trademarks relies upon long
usage and base their strength on
what is old. There have been
tremendous  changes in  the
intellectual property in the past
years. The need of the hour is to join
hands in strengthening the IP law.”

Setting the context at the summit, Dr.
Hemang Shah, Co-Chairperson
ASSOCHAM IPR Council, India
Engineering Lead, Qualcomm said,
“We are witnessing a major rise of [P
contributors in the country, large

companies, domestic filers, start-
ups, research and educational
institutions. Looking at all the

metrics, we have the right building
blocks for a Viksit Bharat by 2047.
But to achieve that we have to make
meaningful progress in terms of
innovation and execution.”
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Drink sufficient water
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Wear light cotton clothes and carry umbrella or hat

Re-hydrate your body with
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Tap facility for drinking
water and ORS
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Tent arrangement
for shade

HINIEHEIg
(O)—©)—
C
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Assured minimum Facilities aims
at preventing heat wave impact

S

Use of environment
friendly materials.
Eg: disposable glasses

e

Paramedical staff
and medical kit

i

Queue management

=

Creche for Children

s

Adequate chairs/benches
for disabled, pregnant or
senior citizens

S

Volunteers from NCC/
NSS/Scout Guides

2B,

Nodal Officer to
coordinate and
supervise amenities




